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AR MY WORDS

This year we're working our way through the Gospel of Mark in our
Sunday sermons. Our prayer is that, as we do this together, we will
see more and more who Jesus is, and understand in fuller and
deeper ways what it means to follow him.

As well as Sunday sermons we want to provide you with further
resources so that we can continue to GROW together as the
family of God, as followers of Jesus, and in prayer and GO with
the good news of Jesus to the world around us

nEMEMBER

Each week there is a memory verse so that we can store up God's
word in our heart (Psalm 119:11)

ntJ0iCE

Each week there is a song that helps us rejoice in a truth about God,
who he is and what he has done.

nCAD

Each week there are five daily readings to do on your own or with
others. These will explore what we were thinking about on Sundays.
So read the TEXT, work through the THOUGHT and then put the
THEREFORE into action.

nELISH

This is a challenge to sit down every so often and read through Mark’s
Gospel all in one go and see the big picture.



LIEITH

MARR 1.0-8 - BEGINNING

REMEMBER

[HE BEGINNING

OF THE GOOD NEWS
ABOUT

JESUS THE MESSIAH,
THE SON OF GOD...
MARK 1:1

HEJ@N@E

ong for the week

RESCUER (GOOD NEWS)
REND COLLECTIVE




WEER 1/ READING |

Text - Mark 1:1
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of
God...

Thought
Most books have subtitles that tell you slightly more than the title
does...like this book (on my shelf)

Following Jesus: The essentials of Christian discipleship
or this book (not on my shelf)

Knitting with Dog Hair: Better a sweater from a dog you know and
love than from a sheep you'll never meet

In the first verse of Mark, we have the perfect subtitle...the good
news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God...and Mark, very
helpfully, in case you hadn’t noticed reminds us we're at the
beginning.

So everything we're going to read should be seen through the lens of
good news in the person of Jesus, this is what we should be
expecting to read, to encounter, even when it's challenging,
disorienting, confusing...there is good news to be found, in every
story, teaching, page, word.

And this is just the beginning...in meeting and knowing Jesus we
enter into Good News that will continue into eternity.

Therefore

Ask the Holy Spirit to build a sense of expectation as we begin to
read our way through Mark. Pray for good news to thrill you and win
you and transform you and those around you.



WEERH 1/ READING 2

Text - Mark 1:1-2 / Isaiah 40:3-5
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of
God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:

A voice of one calling:
“In the wilderness prepare
the way for the Lord;
make straight in the desert
a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be raised up,
every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level,
the rugged places a plain.
And the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
and all people will see it together.
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Thought

If you live in Glenside, you'll have endured disruption in your streeen
the past wee while because the road has been resurfaced...work
men and women have had the task of sorting out the road so the
bumps and potholes have been taken out and the street is nice and
smooth.

John is part of a much more exciting bit of roadworks...raising up
valleys, lowering mountains, levelling rough ground...this ancient
image of not just resurfacing a road, but making a road because the
King is coming. At the start of Isaiah 40, the words cry out, “Comfort,
comfort my people,” says your God. There is great comfort, because
he is coming to help his people, to rescue his people in all his glory.
And as John prepares the way, so the people will need to prepare
themselves.

Therefore
Think of the people who helped prepare the way for Jesus to come
into your life and thank God for them



WEER 1/ READING 3

Text - Mark 1:4-5 / Psalm 32:1-2 -

And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.
Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in the Jordan River.

Blessed is the one
whose transgressions are forgiven,
whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the one
whose sin the Lord does not count against them
and in whose spirit is no deceit.

Thought

Normally the new year is the time of new beginnings...turning over a
new leaf, making a fresh start. But here at the beginning of the good
news about Jesus the Messiah, we see John helping people with new
beginnings.

The wilderness is significant as a place...we're away from the
religious centre of Jerusalem, that has become all about religion,
whereas is the wilderness there is a return to the God of rescue, and
that return is a heart return, a new beginning demonstrated in
repentance...a turning away from sin, and to a new way of life, life
following God because they have been forgiven by God...and John
baptises people in the river as a symbol of this new beginning

Therefore

No amount of religion or right living can deal with sin, or give us a
fresh start...we need to come to God in repentance...and make that
the habit of our lives...because the good news is that in Jesus we find
forgiveness...and life water washes us clean, so he makes us new. So
what does repentance look like for you today...what do you need to
turn away from and ask God for forgiveness?



WEEH 1/ READING &

Text - Mark 1:6 / Malachi 4:5-6
John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.

“See, | will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and
dreadful day of the Lord comes. He will turn the hearts of the parents
to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or
else | will come and strike the land with total destruction.”

Thought

At any stage in life there are always those people with interesting
fashion choices...right now | see lots of people in clothes that | might
have thought | was really cool in...in the early 90s...I'm not so
convinced | was...or they are...now.

John’s camel hair clothing with his matching leather accessory
weren't exactly a fashion choice. They were a pointer to who he was.
Elijah, a well known prophet, had worn garments of hair, and so when
people saw John, they would have immediately had a prophet like
Elijah in mind.

And because he was a prophet, he had a message from God. There
hadn’t been a prophet for 400 years so this guy in the camel clothes
was worth listening to.

He's also a symbol of God s gracious patience, because he is calling
people to a chance to return God before God's judgement falls on
the world

Therefore

God continues to speak to us through his prophets in his word, who
point us to Jesus, the ultimate prophet, who is the Word of God. Be
thankful for God’s gracious patience and pray that others might
return to God as we live out our lives sharing the good news



WEER 1/ READING §

Text - Mark 1:7-8 - John points to Christ

And this was his message: "After me comes the one more powerful
than |, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down
and untie. | baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the
Holy Spirit.”

Thought

We sat and watched Elton John's Pryramid stage set at Galstonbury
this year...neither of us are Elton John fans, but it was impressively
entertaining. What was also impressive was the huge crowds...maybe
100 000 people who came to watch him.

Remember how Mark described the crowds that came to see John...

The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went
out to him.

Elton John soon on the stage at the end and took the adulation from
the crowd, all those people cheering and clapping him. John
however wasn't interested in the adulation, he wanted people to see
past him, to the one he was preparing the way for...

“I'm not even the opening act,” he might have said. “I'm barely the
guy who is mopping the stage, before the real star arrives. He is the
one worthy of your adulation.”

Therefore

One writer reminds us that “our lives and ministries should be
focussed not on our own promotion or self importance, but on Jesus.
We are Jesus humble servants whose mission in lie is to accomplish
his will and follow his purpose.”

So ask the Holy Spirit, who is given to us by Jesus, to help shape your
heart to be more and more about pointing others to Jesus.



LIEE%%

MARK 1.3-11 - BAPTIS

REMEMBER

AND A VOICE CAME
FROM HEAVEN: "YOU
ARE MY SON, WHOM |
LOVE; WITH YOU | AM
WELL PLEASED.
MARK 1:11

HH@MIE

ong for the week

WHO YOU SAY | AM
WORSHIP INITIATIVE




WEER 2 / READING |

Text - Mark 1:9-11

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised
by John in the Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water,
he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom |
love; with you | am well pleased.”

Thought

If you're watching a superhero movie, there's this sense of
excitement and anticipation when they appear on the scene for the
first time. Even though no one else in the film knows it, you know
there's something “super” about them, and you're waiting to see the
“super” things they do.

Mark has let us into the secret...Jesus is the “superhero” of his story...
John has told us that he is “super” and he will do “super” things. So
imagine reading Mark’s gospel for the first time, and the sense of
excitement and anticipation you might have when he writes, “At that
time Jesus came...”

As we see this excitement proved right, remember that Jesus is just
as exciting today.

Therefore

Why is Jesus just as exciting today? As we step into reading through
Mark's gospel, ask the Holy Spirit to build a sense of anticipation in
you each week.



WELL 2 / READING 2

Text - Mark 15:37-39

With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.

The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. And
when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he
died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”

Thought

Mark doesn’t tell us that heaven was unbuttoned or unzipped at
Jesus’ baptism...no, he tells us it was torn open. You can redo a
button or a zip, but a tear...well, once it's open, it's open. What God is
doing here can't be stopped or shut up.

And then it's exactly the same word used to describe the curtain
being torn open...the way to God is open, what God has done here
can't be stopped or shut up

And this time it's not God telling people this is his son...it's a
centurion saying, "“Surely this man was the Son of God!”

God's work through his Son can’t be stopped, so nothing can stop
people coming through his Son

Therefore

Take a moment to thank God for tearing open the heavens and
coming so that he could tear open the curtain so we could come to
him.



WEEH 2 / READING 3

Text - Isaiah 11:1-5
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears;
but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth:
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

Thought
I'm not sure if you've wasted/invested (delete as applicable to you)
significant hours in the Lord of the Rings and the Hobbit movies?

When Peregrine Took (or Pippin as he's better known), a hobbit from
the Shire is knighted, a sword descends on his shoulders and he is
given a delegated authority. If you're lost with the Lord of the Rings
reference, think of King Arthur and the knights of Camelot.

As the Spirit descends on Jesus, he is not just an underling with a
delegated authority...he is God the Son, sent by God the Father,
empowered by God the Spirit as Isaiah describes. And he comes to
overthrow the forces of darkness as he defeats death and sin and the
devil...and this isn't fantasy fiction simply to be enjoyed, but glorious
truth to be trusted.

Therefore
What aspects of the Spirit strike you from Isaiah 11? How do we see
them in Jesus?



WEEH 2 / READING &

Text - Psalm 2:1-7
Why do the nations conspire
and the peoples plotin vain?
The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord and against his anointed, saying,
“Let us break their chains
and throw off their shackles.”
The One enthroned in heaven laughs;
the Lord scoffs at them.
He rebukes them in his anger
and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,
"I have installed my king
on Zion, my holy mountain.”
| will proclaim the Lord'’s decree:
He said to me, “You are my son;
today | have become your father.

Thought

This maybe says too much about me, but | love those “Fail” videos
where you have a ridiculously overly confident person crash and burn
as they try and attempt some crazy stunt.

Psalm 2 describes the ridiculously overly confident kings whose stunt
is to rise up against God and his goodness...and the warning is that
they will crash and burn because he has his own king, who is his Son
and is good.

As we hear God say “You are my Son...” we hear words that are
spoken to us when we come to God, but also an affirmation of Jesus
as the king who will rule over all with all power and authority.

Therefore
How are you encouraged because Jesus is the king who will defeat
all the kings who stand against God and his goodness?



WEEH 2 / READING §

Text - Isaiah 42:1-4
“Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen one in whom | delight;
| will put my Spirit on him,
and he will bring justice to the nations.
He will not shout or cry out,
or raise his voice in the streets.
A bruised reed he will not break,
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
he will not falter or be discouraged
till he establishes justice on earth.
In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”

Thought -

As each of our kids finished P7, it was a joy to have their school
organise a leavers assembly and hear their teachers speak words of
affirmation about them, about their work and their character.

In Isaiah 42 we read about the Son who God loves and is delighted
in...his gentleness and faithfulness and his unrelenting quest for
justice.

We're the bruised reeds and smouldering wicks often wondering
how anyone, never mind God, could love us or delight in us. But as
we end this week, remember that, because of Jesus, those words
spoke to him are spoken over us too.

You are my son...my daughter...whom | love; with you | am well
pleased.

Think

Listen to those words of affirmation from God again and believe
them



WEEH O
J

MARR 1.i2-13 - TEMPTATION

REMEMBER

BECAUSE HE HIMSELF
SUFFERED WHEN HE
WAS TEMPTED, HE IS
ABLE TO HELP THOSE
WHO ARE BEING
TEMPTED.

HEBREWS 2:18

HH@MIE

ong for the week

LORD | NEED YOU
MATT MAHER




WEER 3 / READING 1

Text - Mark 1:9-11

At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was in the
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild
animals, and angels attended him.

Thought

Just one more chocolate? Just another half an hour in bed? Why not
go 5 miles per hour more? Temptations come to us large and small
every day. Most are minor and we don't give them much thought.
They are not that big a deal, are they?

They were for Jesus! He had experienced the high of his baptism, the
beginning of his ministry. God the Father had commissioned him with
the Spirit. Instead of basking in the moment that same Holy Spirit
leads him to the desert to test his calling.

How often are we surprised when after a time of spiritual blessing
and greater commitment we are then tested by the evil one? We
drop our guard and bask in our achievement. This is the time to be
on our guard and trust even more in God. As with Jesus, God will
“attend” us by his presence to help us through.

Therefore
Take our memory verse to heart...

Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help
those who are being tempted. Hebrews 2:18

And remember the encouragement from Paul in Ephesians 6:10-11
“Finally be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on God's
full armour to take your stand against Satan’s schemes”.



WEEH 3 / READING 2

Text - Matthew 4:1-11

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The
tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these
stones to become bread.”

Jesus answered, "It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but
on every word that comes from the mouth of God...

Find the rest of the passage and read it

Thought

IKEA has a sophisticated testing lab (including to robots) whereto
simulate normal use of their products over and over and over again
to their limits to ensure they are of good standards.

Matthew gives us much more detail than Mark about Jesus'
temptations and we see Jesus was tested to the limit. His physical
and spiritual resources were put on trial. Satan was seeing if Jesus
was up to his calling. Through each trial, Satan is seeking to have
Jesus use his power, not in the service of God’s Kingdom, but for his
own glory. Jesus knows how crucial this is. If he fails his whole mission
then our salvations is null and void. Jesus doesn’t argue. He simply
relies on what he knows doesn’t change, God's word.

In much smaller ways Satan does battle with us to break our
allegiance to God and weaken our trust in our faith. When this is
happening, we can learn from Jesus and follow him by trusting in the
eternal truths of God’s word. When we do this Satan will also retreat!

Therefore

Our memory verses aren't just mental exercises but a spiritual
strategy to store God's word in our hearts so that we might not sin
against him (Psalm 119:11).



WEEH 3 / READING 3

Text - Hebrews 4:14-16

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we
profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathise
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in
every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach
God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Thought

If | mentioned the name Graham Kendrick, you might automatically
think of “Shine, Jesus, Shine” but one of his other songs speaks to
today’s reading...”"Meeknees and Majesty.” Here are a few words from
the last verse

Lord of infinity / Stooping so tenderly
Lifts our humanity / To the heights of his throne.

This expresses in a different way what our text today tells us.
Although Jesus in now risen and reigning in Heaven, he has not
forgotten about his time sharing our humanity. In fact, he has taken all
those experiences with him as he now intercedes for us. Especially in
the whole area of trial and temptation Jesus has been there far more
than we can ever imagine.

When we are tempted, when we go through times of testing, we are
not alone. We can, with confidence, share our experiences with Jesus,
our great intercessor. As we do so, as it says, we can find mercy,
forgiveness and grace.

Therefore

When you are going through difficult times don't keep your fears or
your failures to yourself. Share them with God you Father, through
Jesus, who understands.



WEERH 3 / READING &

Text - 1 Corinthians 10:12-14

So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!
No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond
what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a
way out so that you can endure it.

Thought

Last month was the World Athletic Championships, and the Women'’s
World Cup, global spectacles of athletes and footballers at the top of
their sport. It is said that behind every great athlete is an equally great
coach. Someone who knows the performer. knows their strengths
and weaknesses. Knows how to stretch them and challenge them.
Knows also when to stop and not push too far.

From experience, Paul knew what it meant to be tempted and tested.
He would be put in prison and even shipwrecked. He knew what it
meant to have his faith tested to the limit. He also knew that God
would never text him beyond his limits to cope.

Testing is one of the ways our faith is allowed to grow. We can be put
in situations in which we feel out of our depth or without the
resources to cope. In such situations we can be sure of two vital
things.

1. God is faithful and knows us as our creator and redeemer.
2. God will grant us his strength and always be there to help us
through.

Think

Reflect also on this assertion made by one writer:

"God is faithful - words to be carved in letters of gold on the memory
and imagination of all Christians.”

Give thanks for God's faithfulness and the strength he gives us in our
weakness



WEEH 3 / READING 5

Text - Mark 1:12-13

At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was in the
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild
animals, and angels attended him.

Thought

Do you enjoy reading detective novels (or watching Agatha Christie
movies...trying to follow the clues and, if possible, spot who “did it”
before it is revealed. It's easy to miss the most obvious clue. It's the
one staring you in the face that explains everything.

In Mark’s short account of Jesus' temptation, the most obvious clue is
at the very beginning. It says: “...the Spirit send him out into the
wilderness...” The temptations or testing were not outside of God’s
plan for Jesus, but part of it. It was a test of strength. Whose strength
was stronger; the Holy Spirit of God or the power of the evil one?
Jesus won; his Spirit prevailed.

When we are tested it is not a mistake. It is part of God's purpose to
help us learn to trust him more and grow in our faith. We also have
that same Spirit that was in and with Jesus to help us through.
Someone puts it this way, “Changing life’s situations, some good,
some more challenging, provide opportunities to know God and
ourselves better”. Rather than resent testing, we need to trust God
and his power to see us through and grow in faith.

Think
James Packer said very wisely:

“What matters supremely is not in the last analysis the fact that | know
God but the greater fact that he knows me. We are graven on the

palms of God’s hands and never out of the Divine Mind".

What areas of testing do you need to trust God in?



WEET &
5

MARR L1&-15 - RINGDOM

REMEMBER

"THE KINGDOM OF GOD
HAS COME NEAR.
REPENT AND BELIEVE
[HE GOOD NEWS!
MARK 1:15

HH@MIE

ong for the week

KING OF KINGS
WORSHIP INITIATIVE




WEER & / READING 1

Text - Mark 1:14-15

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of
God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”

Thought

Have you ever met the Queen? We had an elderly aunt who did,
when she went to get an MBE for charity work. But she only met her
for a few minutes during the ceremony and then seen her at distance
at the garden party.

Maybe you've met her on an official visit somewhere. But you would
have been surrounded by security and kept at a distance.

What we see in Mark this week is amazing, because the King, not just
of a country, but of the universe has come near to us...not at a
distance, not for a few minutes, not simply out of responsibility, but
near, in love, to save us.

And all he asks us to do is turn towards him and believe in him.
Therefore

What's the best news you've had in the last week. Why is Jesus
message about the kingdom good news?.



WEER & / READING 2

Text - Daniel 2:44 - You might want to skim the rest of chapter 2
first

“In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It
will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will
itself endure forever.

Thought

When | worked here as the assistant minister, one of my favourite
things to do was volunteer in the after school games club in
Wheatfield Primary School. No FIFA or Fortnite here, rather Draughts
and Frustration and Top Trumps.

If you haven't played Top Trumps, it's a themed card game with each
card (or character) having a range of different attributes and scores,
and the aim of the game is to trump other players cards. If you're
lucky you get the Top Trump card with all the highest scores. We
played with a sports car themed pack and you always wanted to get
the Bugatti Veyron...it was Top Trump.

Daniels interpretation of the kings dream today simply reminds us
that the kingdom of God is Top Trump. There is nothing, no empire,
that can top it, trump it, defeat it...rather it will destroy every other
kingdom and all the sin and suffering entwined within them, but this
kingdom...a kingdom of justice, peace, joy, righteousness...will go
on forever...and we can be part of it, because Jesus came to bring us
into it.

Therefore

If you've got them, play Top Trumps. Either way, thank God that his
kingdom is an everlasting one that will never be destroyed, and thank
him that through Jesus he welcomes us into it.



WEEH &/ READING 3

Text - Galatians 4:4-7

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we
might receive adoption to sonship.Because you are his sons, God
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls

out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God's child; and
since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

Thought
Here's your choice...what would you rather go to?

Pantomime

Concert

Opera

Werestling (again that says more about me...are you ready to
RUMBLE!)

Whatever you would rather go to, there’s always that “moment you've
all been waiting for” as the band or the cast or the stars arrive on
stage and the event begins.

Jesus didn't arrive at any old time...but at just the right time. God had
been working out his purposes to bring people home from exile and
back into his family, and he had been doing that from the moment
they were exiled form the garden. The time had come, so the king
came to redeem his people.

Therefore
Share the time when you realised who Jesus was with someone else
in your home or with a friend



READING &

Text - Matthew 6:9-13
“This, then, is how you should pray:
“'Qur Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come
your will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one!

Thought

Sometimes you might get a note through the door that the water will
be switched off while pipe repairs are carried out locally...and you
suddenly realise how much you need water during the day...it makes
you realise how much you take water for granted.

The Lords Prayer is maybe something we take for granted as it rolls
off our tongues, but it's a real and humble and powerful prayer...

Your kingdom come
Your will be done
On earth as itis in heaven

It's real because it admits that this world is not the way it should be
It's humble because it means we need to let go of our will and take
hold of God’s

It's powerful because the kingdom does come in and through our

lives as we ask God to work in and through us...

Therefore
Where do you want to see God’s kingdom come? Pray for it now!



WEEH &/ READING §

Text - Mark 1:14-15

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of
God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”

Thought

Until the past few months | had never been a member of a gym...you
could probably tell that by looking at my scrawny physique...or
hearing me panting as | try and play 5 aside with some other guys on
a Monday or Tuesday night.

But being a member of a gym involves more than just signing up, it
means going in on a regular basis, making a habit of
exercise....something | need to work on.

When Jesus says, “Repent and believe” we might think of simply
becoming his follower, but for him this is the way of following him
too. A habit of turning back to him and his way of kingdom life and
believing that it is good.

It's a habit always in need of developing so that we can follow Jesus
more and more.

Therefore

What things do you need to let go of and turn away from...and what
have you learnt this week about Jesus that you need to hold on to
and trust in?



WEE

MARK 1.16-20 - FOLLOW

REMEMBER

AND JESUS
SAID TO THEM,
FOLLOW ME,
AND | WILL
MAKE YOU BECOME
FISHERS OF MEN.
MARK 1:17

HH@MIE

ong for the week

CHRIST IS ENOUGH
HILLSONG WORSHIP




WEER & / READING |

Text - Mark 1:16-20

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his
brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.
"Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and | will send you out to fish for
people.” At once they left their nets and followed him.

When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and
his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he
called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the
hired men and followed him.

Thought

Are there days when you want to leave your job? What stops you?
Perhaps you have no other way of making a living. Fishermen make
their living from their nets and their boats. Without these how could
they survive? And if they were not fishermen anymore, who would
they be? To ask fishermen to leave all this is no small thing.

Yet this is what Jesus asked of these fishermen! How did they react?
They followed him immediately, leaving everything behind, v18-20.
Were they not throwing away everything of value? The only reason to
follow him so readily was that Jesus meant more to them than
anything else. Following him was not about what they lost, but what
they gained.

Therefore
In what ways is following Jesus worth the cost? Mark 8:34-37 might
help you think about this



WEEH o / READING 2

Text - Mark 1:16-20

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his
brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.
"Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and | will send you out to fish for
people.” At once they left their nets and followed him.

When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and
his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he
called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the
hired men and followed him.

Thought

To build a Lego model we follow the instructions. To get somewhere
we follow the road signs. Jesus calls these fishermen to “Follow me”.
What did he mean? In those days, teachers, known as Rabbis,
gathered small groups of students, called disciples, who literally
dedicated themselves to following their teacher wherever he went,
listening and learning along the way.

The first thing a disciple has to do, is to learn to stay close to Jesus, let
him be their guide, listening to his word in order to know him and the
truth he teaches. Following Jesus begins, not by doing things for
him, but by keeping our eyes on him, learning to go his way and love
his Heavenly Father as he does.

Living for Jesus cannot be done without listening to and learning
from Jesus, and none of this works without us loving Jesus.

Therefore

Maybe you've been, or are busy trying to live for Jesus...but you
barely have time to listen...to learn...and it's become more about
duty than love. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you find time and dedicate
yourself to listening and learning, and also to stir your heart in love
for Jesus, your Messiah King.



WEEH o / READING 3

Text - Mark 1:16-20

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his
brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.
"Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and | will send you out to fish for
people.” At once they left their nets and followed him.

When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and
his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he
called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the
hired men and followed him.

Thought

Fishermen are used to hard work. After listening to him, Jesus had
work for them to do. He wanted them to fish for people, It would
involve some skills they used when out in their boats. .

What skills? Fishermen are persistent, because you do not catch a
fish every time. They are also patient. If you are looking for instant
results do not be a fisherman! Not everyone with whom we share
the good news of Jesus will become one of his followers, at least not
right away. They also had a strong work ethic...to throw out and haul
in nest over and over again was hard work...but the catch was worth
it. Disciples need persistence and patience and hard work n faith and
hope. So do not lose heart if the response seems small sometimes.
Let down your nets again, and leave the rest to God....and maybe
some day your net will be full to bursting

Therefore

Think about the areas where you might have the opportunity to drop
down your nets in terms of the good news of Jesus. Pray that God
would give you the persistence and patience and work ethic of a
fisherman so that you do not lose heart and keep going!



WEEH o / READING &

Text - Hebrews 11:8

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive
as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know
where he was going.

Thought

Imagine someone arriving at your door and telling you to leave
everything you had ever known, to go somewhere you had never
been. The disciples were not the only people to get a radical call to
follow God in the Bible. One of the most famous of those who did
was Abraham.

God made him a promise of a land to be his inheritance, and
Abraham bought it, sight unseen. What convinced him to do this? It
was the promise of God. If God had said it, Abraham knew he could
trust him. Knowing a trustworthy God helps Abraham to obey him,
foritis not a leap into the unknown, if the unknown is known to God.

Following God cost Abram, as he upped sticks and left all that was
familiar with his family. But just think what it would have cost him to
not follow God...he would have missed out on all that God had for
him in this life and the next.

Therefore
What do you know about God that helps you to trust him? How will
that help you follow him, even if you do not yet know the destination?



WEEH o / READING §

Text - Matthew 8:8-13

The centurion replied, “Lord, | do not deserve to have you come
under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.
For | myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. | tell
this one, ‘Go, and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. | say
to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it."

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following
him, “Truly | tell you, | have not found anyone in Israel with such great
faith. | say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and
will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the
kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.”

Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you
believed it would.” And his servant was healed at that moment.

Thought

The Roman centurion in this story pleads for Jesus’ help. As a soldier
he understood authority when he saw it. All he asks is for Jesus to say
the word and his servant would be healed, for he knew not even
sickness could defy the authority of Jesus.

Who has this kind of authority except God alone? We see a version
of the same as Jesus calls the disciples, Mark 1v16-20. Who has the
authority to call us to leave our job, our home, our family, all we have
ever known and follow him wherever he leads us, except God alone?
Peter, Andrew, James and John yielded themselves to the gracious
authority of Jesus. This is what disciples do.

Therefore

If you are a disciple of Jesus have you yielded, submitted to his
authority? Is there any area of your life you are refusing to do so?
What steps will to take to change?
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DOOR, AND JESUS
HEALED MANY WHO
HAD VARIOUS DISEASES.
HE ALSO DROVE OUT

MANY DEMONS...
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WEER 6 / READING |

Text - Mark 1:21-22

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went
into the synagogue and began to teach. The people were amazed at
his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not
as the teachers of the law.

Thought

In my early 20s | went to a Youth Workers Conference in Orange
County, California...not a bad place! The keynote speaker was
someone | had never heard of before, but when he taught | was
blown away by him. He was amazing. So when | got home |
downloaded sermon after sermon from his church, burned them
onto CDs (no podcasts in those days!) and even had dates and title
recorded in a book cataloguing them (I need to sort myself out).

| think of my hunger for this persons teaching (which was hugely
formative for me as a follower of Jesus and as a preacher) and have
to ask the question of myself, “Am | as hungry for Jesus' teaching,
because he has authority?”

Are you?

Therefore

How do we make sure we listen to Jesus more than anyone else?
If you have a chance today, sit down and read part (or all of the
Sermon on the Mount) and be amazed by the teaching of Jesus.



WEEH © / READING 2

Text - Mark 1:23-28

Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure
spirit cried out, “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? | know who you are-the Holy One of God!”
"Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” The impure spirit
shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.

The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is
this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to
impure spirits and they obey him.” News about him spread quickly
over the whole region of Galilee.

Thought

| love magic...Penn and Teller, Dynamo...the sleight of hand, the
distraction, the trickery...but Jesus is no magician. This run in with the
demon possessed man is no set up. It's not for us to try and explain
away. Rather, it is for us to be amazed by...amazed by his power as
the Mighty Warrior fighting against the kingdom of darkness.

We might not necessarily have demon possessed people shouting
out in the middle of sermons week by week, but we are all under
spiritual attack by the enemy and the powers of this dark world...our
faith, our church, our relationships, our community.

On our own we'd be overrun, but Jesus is the Mighty Warrior whose
”...name is power over darkness

Freedom for the captives

Mercy for the broken and the hopeless..."

Therefore
Read through Ephesians 6:10-18 and ask God to help you put on
your spiritual armour.



WEEH © / READING 3

Text - Mark 1:29-32 & 40-41

As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John
to the home of Simon and Andrew. Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed
with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. So he went
to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she
began to wait on them.

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If
you are willing, you can make me clean.”

Jesus was indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the man.
"I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him
and he was cleansed.

Thought

| remember having a cyst on my nose in secondary school...mega-
embarassing as it grew bigger and redder...l could have been on the
TV show Dr Pimple Popper (yes, there is such a show, and if you
haven't watched it, don't!!!).

But what | remember most was the procedure to remove it, because
the doctor was less than gentle...it was brutally sore!

As Jesus encounters a woman with a fever and a man with leprosy, he
doesn’t add to their suffering, but with his gentle touch he heals them
and restores them in amazing ways.

Sometimes he doesn’t heal immediately or even in this life, but his
gentle touch leads us through our suffering until he brings us
ultimate healing and restoration in the life that is to come.

Think

Pray for someone you know who is sick, that they would know the
gentle touch of Jesus to help them or to help them through their
suffering



WEEH © / READING &

Text - Mark 1:32-34

That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and
demon-possessed. The whole town gathered at the door, and Jesus
healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many
demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew
who he was.

Thought
There is a hilarious clip from a Japanese game show of 3 adult
footballers playing against 100 children...the kids swarm them...

| imagine if you were Simon or Andrew or James or John and you
looked out the window of the house on that evening you would have
been overwhelmed with the swarm of people descending on the
house.

Yet Jesus is not overwhelmed by the demons, the disease, the
darkness...he is the light that is not overcome...and he casts out
every demon, heal every disease and brings hope and joy to the
town.

How good to know in a world where we feel overwhelmed by the
darkness is whatever form it takes, that Jesus is undefeatable

Think
Give thanks to Jesus that he is forever victorious and ask the Holy
Spirit to help you trust in him when you feel overwhelmed.



WEEH © / READING &

Text - Mark 1:35
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the
house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

Thought -
Are you busy?

Are you busy doing good things?

Are you so busy doing good things that you've no time for the most
important thing?

|l am...

And here Jesus shows us that good things can be set aside for the
most important thing...time devoted to his Father.

Maybe even this little reading is a tick box on your busy to do list for
today...

So make a decision today, to stop and find a moment, a space and
pray...time devoted to you Father.

| know | need to...

Think

Don’t rush off from this reading...take time to pray...and if you really
have to rush, plan to take time later today
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WEER 1/ READING 1

Text - Mark 2:1-12

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people
heard that he had come home. They gathered in such large numbers
that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he
preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a
paralyzed man, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him
to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof
above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man
was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed
man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to
themselves, "Why does this fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming!
Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were
thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking
these things? Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, "Your sins
are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? But | want
you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins.” So he said to the man, “l tell you, get up, take your mat and go
home.” He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them
all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have
never seen anything like this!”

Thought

| don't know about you, but | really don't like feeling unwell. If | get a
headache or am in pain, | want something right away to alleviate my
suffering and | will go see my doctor to get something prescribed.

However, the role of the doctor is not only to help us manage the
pain, but to find out what is causing the pain and deal with the root
cause. Treating the symptoms is only a temporary measure. But when
the root cause is treated, we see greater results.



In this passage, we see Jesus' incredible insight. This paralysed man
came with his friends for physical healing. He wanted to be able to
walk, run, use his arms and legs and be free from his paralysis. Jesus
acknowledges this and he heals this man, but he firstly deals with the
root cause which is sin. “Son, your sins are forgiven”.

There is no indication in this passage that this man’s paralysis was
caused by any specific sin of his own, but Jesus actions and words
remind us that all suffering in this world is the result of the sin of
Adam. He reminds us that the root cause of all suffering in the world
is sin, and that our greatest need is forgiveness.

Over the next few days we will look at the problem of sin more
deeply and the importance of allowing Jesus deal with our sins on a
daily basis.

Therefore

Thankfully we have a saviour who is able to deal with this root cause,
and we can rejoice that “The Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins” (Mark 2:10). Take a moment to do that today



WEEH |/ READING 2

Text - 1 John 1:8-9

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Thought

No one likes to be duped. When we are duped or deceived by
someone we feel foolish, embarrassed, and even angry as we realise
that we have fallen for a lie or a con. However, this passage reminds
us that, while being deceived by others is painful, deceiving
ourselves is worse. When we deceive ourselves, we rob ourselves of
the truth, and we live a fraudulent life.

AW Tozer was a Christian pastor and author who wrote a number of
very helpful and challenging books about Christian living. When
talking about this passage he writes “Of all forms of deception self-
deception is the most deadly, and of all deceived persons the self-
deceived are the least likely to discover the fraud”.

John is reminding us in this passage that sin is real, and that none of
us are without sin. He is reminding us of the importance of being
aware of our sin, not sweeping it under the carpet, or ignoring it or
denying its reality. If we do, we are merely deceiving ourselves.

Therefore

Tomorrow we will look a bit deeper at the consequences of
unconfessed sin, but as we reflect on this verse today, we are
reminded of the importance of being self-aware, of being honest
with ourselves and with God about our sins. Today, follow John's
suggestion of acknowledging and confessing our sin and not
allowing ourselves to be deceived and remember the power of
Jesus, the Son of Man to forgive sin, and his promise to forgive those
who come to him.



WEER 1/ READING 3

Text - Psalm 32:1-8
Blessed is the one
whose transgressions are forgiven,
whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the one
whose sin the Lord does not count against them
and in whose spirit is no deceit.
When | kept silent,
my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
For day and night
your hand was heavy on me;
my strength was sapped
as in the heat of summer.
Then | acknowledged my sin to you
and did not cover up my iniquity.
| said, “l will confess
my transgressions to the Lord.”
And you forgave
the guilt of my sin.
Therefore let all the faithful pray to you
while you may be found;
surely the rising of the mighty waters
will not reach them.
You are my hiding place;
you will protect me from trouble
and surround me with songs of deliverance.
| will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
| will counsel you with my loving eye on you.

Thought

Yesterday we reflected on self-deception and how deadly it can be,
especially when it comes to our self-awareness of sin. In today’s
passage, the Psalmist (David) highlights this and draws a stark



contrast between those who live with unconfessed sin and those who
are self-aware and honest enough with themselves and God to
confess their sin.

The danger with unconfessed sin in our lives, is the physical,
emotional and spiritual impact it has. It can be debilitating. David
describes his body as aching, having a lack of energy, feelings of
grief and sadness which brought with it a heaviness of heart, mind
and soul. This is the impact of unconfessed sin, we experience guilt
and shame, and all the physical and emotional symptoms which
accompany this. But more tragically we experience an absence of
God’s presence or as the famous evangelist Billy Graham once said
"Sin breaks our fellowship with God".

On the contrary, once David had confessed his sin, he experienced
the freedom, the restoration, the healing which comes from
confessed sin. He was no longer self-deceived, he was no longer
living a lie, he once again knew the presence, protection, joy and
deliverance which comes from the presence of God. He exchanged
guilt for grace.

Therefore

Do you have unconfessed sin in your heart? Take time now to
confess and seek God's forgiveness. Exchange your guilt for God'’s
grace.



WEEH |/ READING &

Text - Psalm 51
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.
Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.
For | know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me.
Against you, you only, have | sinned
and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are right in your verdict
and justified when you judge.
Surely | was sinful at birth,
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb;
you taught me wisdom in that secret place.
Cleanse me with hyssop, and | will be clean;
wash me, and | will be whiter than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins
and blot out all my iniquity.
Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from your presence
or take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Thought
Yesterday we focussed on the importance of confession of sin and
how confessing our sin allows us to exchange our guilt for God's



grace. In today's reflection, we learn exactly how to confess and what
is means to confess our sin.

Psalm 51 was written by David after he had been confronted by the
prophet Nathan about his sexual sin and murder in the story of
Bathsheba (2 Samuel 12). David had been self-deceptive, believing
he could keep his sin a secret. However, we are reminded in Hebrews
4:13 that "Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight.
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to
whom we must give account.” Psalm 51 is his confession of this sin.

What can we learn about confession from this Psalm.

Firstly, we need to be honest with God and acknowledge the sin we
have committed. There are both specific sins which we will be
acutely aware of and those more general sins which we may or may
not be aware of, we confess both.

Secondly, we need to acknowledge the seriousness of our sins and
not minimise or seek to justify ourselves before God or make
excuses. We call it for what it is, acknowledging that God hates sin.

Thirdly, we ask for strength and a desire and willingness on our part
not to commit the same sin again.

Fourthly, we ask for God’s grace, we ask that he will remove the guilt,
and cleanse us, trusting and knowing that he is able to do this and
"blot out our iniquities”. We exchange our guilt for God's grace.

Finally, we thank, praise and worship God for his mercy, forgiveness
and his love.

Therefore

Use this Psalm and what we've learnt from it this to frame your
confessing...always ending on thankfulness for God’s mercy
forgiveness and love



WEER 1/ READING 3

Text - Mark 2:1-5

“A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people
heard that he had come home. They gathered in such large numbers
that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he
preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a
paralysed man, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him
to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof
above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man
was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralysed
man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

Thought

All this week, we have looked at the forgiveness of sins offered by
Jesus and what a joy and blessing this is to us. We have saw how it
releases us from fear, lifts our souls and gives us such hope and
happiness as we exchange our guilt for God's grace. We rejoice and
celebrate in the forgiveness of God. Itis something which is well
worth sharing with others.

Today, we are taking a final look at our core passage from last
Sunday. In this passage we see the bond of friendship which must
have existed between the paralysed man in this passage and the men
who brought him to Jesus. We saw how they went to great lengths to
get him to Jesus for healing and forgiveness, even tearing open the
roof, causing great damage to the house Jesus was staying in. No
doubt it was a costly action.

However, in the minds and hearts of these men, their friend was
worth the effort, he was worth the cost. In their actions, they
demonstrated a genuine concern, an interest in his welfare, and a
desire to see him made whole again. They knew the only way to do
this was to get him to Jesus. This was an example of Christian,
brotherly love in action. They put his needs above their own and
were willing to sacrifice for him. Jesus recognised the faith of this



man and his friends and the effort they went to, and he not only heals
the paralysed man from his paralysis, but he forgives him for his sins.
This, after all, was his greatest need and the greatest healing you and
| can experience.

Therefore

What kind of friend are you, or what kind of friend would you like to
be? Do any of your friends and loved ones have any needs, physical,
spiritual, or practical which you are able to meet in love and concern?
Have you offered? Are you willing...even to go the extra mile for
them even if there is a cost? Spiritually, have you brought them to
Jesus? Have you prayed for them? Have you sought their salvation
and forgiveness of sins? As we reflect on the joy we have since Jesus
has forgiven us from our sins, can we make this the deepest desire of
our hearts for our friends and loved ones this week?

How can we demonstrate this in our actions this week?
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WEER 8 / READING |

Text - Mark 2:13-14

Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to
him, and he began to teach them. As he walked along, he saw Levi
son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus
told him, and Levi got up and followed him.

Thought

We find Jesus here, as we often do, teaching beside the shore. He
had compassion on the crowds who came to hear him because he
saw them as sheep without a shepherd (Mark 6:34), which is why he
taught them the truth to lead them back to God.

However, Jesus is not only concerned with large groups, but also with
individuals. In this case it is Levi (or Matthew...see Matthew 9:9). As
with the fishermen (Mark 1:16-20) Jesus calls Levi to follow him, and,
as they did, he obeyed immediately, leaving everything behind.

By profession Levi knew how to do the sums. He quickly calculated
that all the wealth he possessed was worthless compared to
following Jesus. He was right.

Therefore

Have you done your sums the same way as Levi? Think of ways Jesus
is more precious than all we could possess and give thanks for his call
to follow him



WEEH § / READING 2

Text - Mark 2:15-16

While Jesus was having dinner at Levi's house, many tax collectors
and sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there were
many who followed him. When the teachers of the law who were
Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they
asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and
sinners?”

Thought

Jesus changed Levi's life and the first thing he wanted to do was to
celebrate, and to invite his friends to meet the person responsible.
Tax collectors like Levi were not invited to many parties! Others saw
them as corrupt traitors, helping the Romans and growing rich in the
process. Imagine how they would have felt to discover Jesus had
opened the door of his kingdom to people like them!

The Pharisees were not happy. They looked down, not just on tax
collectors, but anyone who did not keep their strict moral code,
calling them “sinners”. Disapprovingly, they questioned how Jesus
could eat with such people.

If we're more about being judgmental over others sin than joyful
about their salvation, then we have not understood the good news.

Therefore

Is there any person, or group of people of whom, if you heard of their
salvation in Christ, you might disapprove, rather than rejoice? If so,
repent now of such an attitude and pray for them that they might
come to know Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, his forgiveness and
his kingdom.



WEEH © / READING 3

Text - Mark 2:17

On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a
doctor, but the sick. | have not come to call the righteous, but
sinners.”

Thought

Part of any emergency medial response to a major incident is to
assess and triage the people present so you can treat the most badly
injured or the sickest first. | t wouldn’t make any sense for a
paramedic to have a chat with someone who was perfectly healthy
while a person with a broken leg lay at their feet. No, the paramedic
comes to treat the sick and not the healthy.

And this is the thinking behind Jesus’ brilliant reply to the
disapproval of the Pharisees. It is the sick who need medical
assistance, not the healthy, and paramedics and doctors will be found
among the sick to do them good.

It is for this reason Jesus mixed among tax collectors and those the
Pharisees called “sinners”. He was not approving of their spiritual
condition; indeed, he calls them “sick”. However, he had compassion
on them, and his heart of love moved him toward them.

Think

We can often be tempted to stay within our own little Christian
bubbles, but there is a world out there where people are “sick” and in
need of the good news of Jesus. Ask God to show you how you may
share the good news in love with those you know who are in spiritual
need.



WEEH © / READING &

Text - Mark 2:18-20

Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people
came and asked Jesus, “How is it that John's disciples and the
disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not?”

Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he
is with them? They cannot, so long as they have him with them. But
the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them,
and on that day they will fast.

Thought

There was something so original about Jesus that religious people
found him confusing. Not only did he eat with the wrong people, but
he did not stop eating (what is termed “fasting”) when they thought
he should. Only one fastis commanded in the Old Testament,
annually on the Day of Atonement. The Pharisees had made it a twice
weekly event!

In another brilliant reply Jesus asks them if they would expect
wedding guests to behave as if they were at a funeral. Of course not!
The Pharisees failed to understand that the arrival of Jesus was a
celebration, like a wedding, of God'’s long-awaited kingdom. Fasting
was an expression of sorrow, appropriate after Jesus’ death, but not
before.

Therefore

Sorrow over sin and its consequences is a good thing, so too is joy
over how in Christ these are defeated forever. Take time to do both
today.to God.



WEEH © / READING 5

Text - Mark 2:21-22

“No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment.
Otherwise, the new piece will pull away from the old, making the tear
worse. And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the
wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be
ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins.”

Thought

The Pharisees had made the life-giving truth of God to be instead like
a worn-out piece of clothing, or a dried and cracked old wineskin.
Neither could be patched up or remodelled, they had to be thrown
aside and a new start made.

The good news was doing just this. Jesus was welcoming people
into a new way to meet with God. The rules of the Pharisees were
designed to make themselves right with God by strict moral
obedience. However, this approach will always fail...it seeks to earn
its own salvation which can never be done.

What a burden the gospel lifts from us! How good it is to have Jesus
alone as our Saviour!

Think

Who can you bring before Jesus? This could be in prayer, or maybe
through reading the Bible together or through looking for
opportunities to share your faith with them.
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NOT MAN FOR THE
SABBATH. SO THE SON
OF MAN IS LORD EVEN
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WEER 3 / READING 1

Text - Mark 2:23-28

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his
disciples walked along, they began to pick some heads of grain. The
Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on
the Sabbath?”

He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry and in need? In the days of Abiathar the
high priest, he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated
bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some
to his companions.”

Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for
the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

Thought

Sometimes | feel like I'm part of the late shift in Ballygomartin Tesco...
day after day (or | should night after night) I'm down there at 11pm
picking up bread, milk, tinfoil, wipes, etc. That's about my lack of
organisation maybe...but it's also about our brave new world with
late night opening...and then 24 hours opening of supermarkets and
garages and fast food places...anyone fancy a Big Mac, a Caramel
Macchiato or some Timbits at 3am.

Our world is relentless and we can get sucked into it...which is why
the idea of Sabbath...pattern of rest for weary bodies and souls...is
good news

The Pharisees had made it into a grind, so fearful of breaking it, they
created so many rules around it (like calling picking heads of grain
work) that to keep the Sabbath, a day of rest, was really hard work.
But Jesus reminds us that the idea of Sabbath is a gift to us...it was
made for us.

Therefore
Simple practical question, is rest built into your life, rest for body and
soul? How can you receive the gift of Sabbath?



WEEH § / READING 2

Text - Genesis 2:2-3

By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so
on the seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the
seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the
work of creating that he had done.

Thought

| hadn't thought about this until the other day when listening to a Q
and A session on the whole idea of Sabbath...but the seventh day,
the day on which God rested after finishing his work, was the first full
day of Adam and Eve’s lives before they began their work.

So maybe we could think of Sabbath as both a place to work towards
and a place to work from.

God works for six days and then rests...and that sets this pattern for
life, a cycle of work and then rest for our bodies and minds.

Adam and Eve spend a full day in the presence of God...enjoying his
creation and worshipping the creator...before they set about filling
the earth and subduing it, working and taking care of it...and that
sets this pattern for life, a cycle of worship and work, resting in God.

Therefore

We could have lots of discussions about what we should and
shouldn’t do in terms of Sabbath...but is there a pattern of rest that
refuels you physically and mentally...and a pattern of worship that
fuels you spiritually?



WEEH S / READING 3

Exodus 20:8-11

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall
labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath to the
Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your
son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals,
nor any foreigner residing in your towns. For in six days the Lord
made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but
he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the
Sabbath day and made it holy.

Thought
Have you ever noticed that this commandment isn't just a command
about one day, but about the other six days too.

Our Sabbath can end up being filled with doing the things we
haven't had time to do during the rest of the week...and so our
discussion end up being about what we're allowed to do on the
Sabbath, whereas Sinclair Ferguson suggests that we should be
thinking more about the other six days and what we're filling up our
time with that stops us using Sabbath for more of the more important
things, worship and rest.

For a Jewish family, the day before the Sabbath was a busy day
preparing for the Sabbath...working in order to be able to worship
and rest the next day.

| say this hesitantly, as someone with a busy house and who doesn't
do this well at all (and aware of jobs and responsibilities that
necessitate different work patterns), but maybe we could work
differently during the week in order to ensure a Sabbath has space
for what is really important...worship and rest.

Therefore

In what ways can you work differently during the week in order to
give more space for worship and rest when it comes to sabbath. Ask
the Holy Spirit to help you work differently so you can rest.



WEEH O / READING &

Text - Isaiah 58:13-14
"If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath
and from doing as you please on my holy day,
if you call the Sabbath a delight
and the Lord’s holy day honourable,
and if you honour it by not going your own way
and not doing as you please or speaking idle words,
then you will find your joy in the Lord,
and | will cause you to ride in triumph on the heights of the land
and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob.”
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Thought

If you read the whole of this chapter, you'd see a criticism of the
people of God for religious observance devoid of any real change in
behaviour...fasting but exploiting workers, Sabbath observance but
sinning still the same.

You shouldn't be the person who chains up the swings on a Sunday
(and I'm not recommending that) and keep people chained in debt
or slavery. You shouldn't be the person who attends church twice on
a Sunday and pays no attention to the spiritual condition of your
neighbours through the week. You shouldn't be the person who
refuses to watch TV on a Sunday but opens their eyes to all sorts of
inappropriate things through the week.

You can be religious about the Sabbath one day a week and resistant
to the ways of Jesus the rest of the days. But it's not what God wants.

Therefore

The Christian life is more than one day a week, it's seven days a week
of following Jesus. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you follow Jesus every
day!



WEEH S / READING 5

Text - Mark 3:1-6

Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a man with a
shrivelled hand was there. Some of them were looking for a reason to
accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him
on the Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the shrivelled hand,
“Stand up in front of everyone.”

Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good
or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they remained silent.

He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their
stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He
stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. Then the
Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they
might kill Jesus.

Thought

In one sense it's such a depressing story, people so consumed by
their rules about Sabbath that they couldnt even bear the idea of
Jesus healing someone, let alone rejoice in it...and even went off and
began to plot to kill Jesus because of it.

And Jesus is angry and deeply distressed at how religion has
hardened their hearts. Rule keeping has become more important
than the restoration of this man. Their religious appearance has
become so important to them that they're willing to kill the one who
exposes their hearts.

And in one sense it's a brilliant vision of Sabbath, a man who comes
to Jesus and finds rest from his struggles and suffering as Jesus
restores him.

Therefore

So this Sunday, some to church, not to tick a box, try and rest, not to
tick a box...but so that you come to Jesus and find the rest and
restoration that you need.
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REMEMBER

HESE ARE THE TWELVE HE
APPOINTED: SIMON (TO WHOM HE
GAVE THE NAME PETER), JAMES
SON OF ZEBEDEIE AND HIS
BROTHER JOHN (TO THEM HE GAVE
THE NAME BOANERGES, WHICH
MEANS "SONS OF THUNDER”),
ANDREW, PHILIP, BARTHOLOMEW,
MAT THEW, THOMAS, JAMES SON
OF ALPHAEUS, THADDAEUS, SIMON
THE ZEALOT AND JUDAS ISCARIOT,
WHO BETRAYED HIM.

MARK 3:16-19

REJOICE

Here's our song for the week

FACING A TASK UNFINISHED
KEITH & KRISTYN GETTY




WEER 10 / READING 1

Text - Mark 3:7-8

Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from
Galilee followed. When they heard about all he was doing, many
people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions
across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon.

Thought

Over the past few weeks we've saw how the interest in Jesus...both
positive from the crowds and negative from the religious leaders..has
built up, and doesn’t seem to be letting up. And here we have him
withdrawing, or at least trying to withdraw, with his disciples to the
lake.

Mark seems to be highlighting his intention even if it doesn't actually
means him escaping the attention of the crowd that follow him.

But his intention is worth following. To withdraw is to help him and
the disciples keep their focus...God’s way in the face of the crowds
wants. To withdraw is to help him and the disciples keep their
foundation...Gods power, protection and plans in the face of the
religious leaders pressure and plots.

Therefore

Life might be on the up...life might be very much in the valley...or life
may simply be this unpredictable roller coaster. But we need to
follow Jesus example, to imitate his intention and withdraw on a
regular basis to spend time with God, our focus and foundation



WEEH 10 / READING 2

Text - Mark 3:9-12

Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready
for him, to keep the people from crowding him. For he had healed
many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him.
Whenever the impure spirits saw him, they fell down before him and
cried out, “You are the Son of God.” But he gave them strict orders
not to tell others about him.

Thought

Imagine you're in the crowd that day trying to get forward on the
beach to Jesus. You've heard about him healing people and you
need healing. But as you burst through to the front, you find Jesus
has hopped in a boat and has put a bit of distance between you and
him...how would you feel?

But is Jesus just being a bit of a celebrity and trying to keep distance
between him and the fans...is the boat simply a VIP section on the
beach?Hopefully you know the answer is “No!” Jesus has come to do
more than provide temporary physical healing in this world, he has
come to announce the arrival of a new world, his kingdom, where
healing is more that just physical, it is also spiritual and eternal.

So if he simply get's caught up in the physical healings, no one will
know and therefore no one will get to experience that fullness of
what he had come to do.

It would have been easy to have been disappointed in Jesus at that
moment, but we're invited to trust Jesus than he's doing
immeasurably more that we can ask or imagine

Therefore

Maybe you feel disappointed in Jesus for one reason or another. Ask
the Holy Spirit to help you trust that he is at work and doing far more

that you can ask or imagine, even if it feels right now that you're stuck
on the beach and he’s out of touch on the water.



WEER 10 / READING 3

Text - Mark 3:13
Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted,
and they came to him.

Thought

If you've had kids, worked in a school or done kids work anywhere,
you'll well be aware that often when you call them to come to you,
they don’t happen to do it...especially if you're up on a
mountainside!!!!

Yet Jesus calls and people come.

Remember that authority Jesus had in his teaching and casting out
demons...here we see it again as he calls those he wanted (the
context is calling the 12 Disciples...that inner group...for a specific
purpose...which we'll see tomorrow).

We've already read of some of them being called to follow Jesus,
now we have a specific call to a specific role.

And they came to him.

Therefore

If we've been rescued by Jesus, we follow him as our rabbi (or
teacher) but we also follow him as our Lord (or master). He calls us to
follow him finding forgiveness and fullness of life, but he also calls us
to do certain things, to fulfil certain roles, and when he calls, we are to
come to him as Lord and serve him...even if it does mean going up a
mountainside. |s there something Jesus is calling you to do as his
follower at the moment. Submit yourself to his authority and come to
him.



WEEH 10 / READING &

Text - Mark 3:14-15
He appointed twelve that they might be with him and that he might
send them out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons.

Thought

Although my little football team has folded, I'm still involved in a bit
of football coaching with Sophia’s team. Th coaching involves a
couple of hours during the week with the aim of preparing a bunch
of kids for a match on Saturday and that’s it. Apart from Sophia, |
don’t spend any time with any of those kids during the week.

Jesus has an aim for his disciples, he wants to prepare them to be
sent out to preach and have authority to drive out demons...but this
won't be for an hour on a Saturday, this will be their life from now on,
their whole life.

So how does Jesus prepare them, be shares his life, his whole life
with them...he appoints them that they might be with him. If they
give their lives to being with him, then he will pour into them and
prepare them.

Therefore

Jesus has an aim for all of us who are his disciples...and it's a whole
life aim...to be his witnesses...and our ability to do that won't simply
come from attending church on a Sunday, but committing to being
with him. How can you be with Jesus more today?



WEER 10 / READING §

Text - Mark 3:16-19

These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the
name Peter), James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he
gave the name Boanerges, which means “sons of thunder”), Andrew,
Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus,
Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Thought

Guardians of the Galaxy is a Marvel comic book movie where a
motley crew of thieves, assassins and bounty hunters are drawn
together and save the day. You'd never put them together and you'd
never imagine they'd do something so amazing.

The New Testament is a non-fiction book where a motley crew of
fishermen and tax collectors and political activists and insurrectionists
are drawn together by Jesus into his cosmic plan to save the day...
and eternity. And as you read the rest of the New Testament and then
track the history of the church, you'd never imagine they'd do
something so amazing. But they have more than a comic book
creators imagination on their side, they have the Son of the creator to
teach them and Spirit of the Creator within them.

The story of Ballysillan church, still to be written down, is of a motley
crew...I'm not sure if we have any tax collectors or intergalactic
bounty hunters...but we're a collection of people form many different
backgrounds and experiences but who have been drawn together by
Jesus as his church here and now, and he has something amazing to
do with us.

Think

Look around church this Sunday and thank God for the people he
has drawn together, thank Jesus for what he has done on the cross to
save us, and ask the Holy Spirit to do amazing things in us and
through us as we serve Jesus in this community.
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A MIGHTY FORTRESS
MATT BOSWELL




WEER 11/ READING 1

Text - Mark 3:20-21

Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he
and his disciples were not even able to eat. When his family heard
about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “"He is out of
his mind.”

Thought

Sometimes something foolish turns out to be really wise. James
Dyson of Dyson vacuums...some of you maybe have never heard of
those magical inventions that keep your house clean...open 5 years
working his way through 5126 versions of his vacuum before he got
one that worked and the Dyson brand launched. It made him
extremely rich but also helped him reinvest in engineering and
technology, creating The James Dyson Foundation and The Dyson
Institute of Engineering and Technology. What seemed life
foolishness stubbornness was in fact wise persistence.

The good news of Jesus and the way of Jesus has that same wise/
foolish dynamic.

We see that as Jesus goes about healing, liberating and teaching...
yet his family think he has lost his mind.

We see it at the cross...as Paul says, “For the message of the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18)

And we'll see it as we follow Jesus, where the moral choices we make
or the ways we live our lives and spend our time and money will
seem foolish to others, but they are the wise ways of the kingdom.

Therefore
Take confidence in this truth as you “foolishly” follow Jesus - “For the
foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom...” (1 Corinthians

1:25)



WEEH 11/ READING 2

Text - Mark 3:22

And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said,
"He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is driving
out demons.”

Thought
We talked on Sunday about how the conclusion of the religious
leaders of the day was surprising...that they would look at Jesus life

and what he was doing and come to the conclusions that evil lay
behind it.

And this surprising conclusion should help us not be surprised when
the “religious” leaders of our day (that is the new religion of self and
expressive individualism) might look at what Jesus teaches and
therefore how his followers might live and declare it to be wrong or
oppressive or even evil.

When Jesus spoke to his disciples in the short time before his death
on the cross, he spoke to his disciples about not being surprised at
this...

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do
not belong to the world, but | have chosen you out of the world. That
is why the world hates you...As it is, they have seen, and yet they
have hated both me and my Father. But this is to fulfill what is written
in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’ (John 15:18-19, 24-25)

Following Jesus might bring the worlds hatred without reason, but
the reason we follow Jesus is the love he has shown us.

Therefore

So maybe you're suffering disdain, dislike or even hatred for what you
believe or how you live. Know that the one you follow is the one who
has chosen you in his invincible love



WEEH 11/ READING 3

Text - Mark 3:23-27

So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in
parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. If a house is divided against
itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan opposes himself and is
divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. In fact, no one can enter
a strong man'’s house without first tying him up. Then he can plunder
the strong man’s house.

Thought

| may not look like one now, but when for the first few years of
secondary school, | was a rugby player, And in first year our rugby
team was brilliant...because of one person on the team. He was
faster, bigger and stronger than anyone else so we just gave the ball
to him and he ran either around or through the opposition. Of course
he lost some of that advantage as we moved through school and
other people grew bigger and stronger. But for a while a 14 players
enjoyed winning on the back of one players strength.

Jesus is simply telling us here that he is the stronger one...stronger
than Satan and so he can rescue us from his slavery...but he is not the
stronger one who loses his advantage over time. He is always the
stronger one! With Jesus we will always be on the winning team
forever and so will benefit both from Jesus' rescue and his forever
reign!

And we need to remember that Jesus lives in us through the Holy
Spirit and we can hold on to the promise the one who isin us is
greater than the one who is in the world (1 John 4:4)...so as we
follow Jesus, even though we are weak, in his strength we can
overcome his deceit and his destructive plans

Therefore

So if you're feeling weak in the face of Satan’s temptations and lies
and attacks, remember it is the stronger...the strongest...man who
has saved you and and strengthens you and sustains you.



WEEH 11/ READING &

Text - Mark 3:28-30

Truly | tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander
they utter, but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never
be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.”

He said this because they were saying, “He has an impure spirit.”

Thought

Visit somewhere like the Cliffs of Moher or some spots along the
North Coast, you're met with warning and wonder. Warnings not to
go too close to the cliff edge...which should be heeded...and
wonder that should leave us in awe, stunning coastlines, blue waters,
sunsets and sunrises.

In this little passage today, we're met with warning and wonder.
There's the waring of the “unforgivable sin” which we would do well
to heed. But rather than being something that we might accidentally
do and therefore fall over an eternal cliff edge, it's more about a
stubborn and settled position. Sam Storms describes it like this...

Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is wilful, wide-eyed slandering of the
work of the Spirit, attributing to the devil what was undeniably
divine...

And if that is our settled position...then we will never believe the
good news...and never repent...and never be forgiven...which will
live with us into eternity...

It's a stark warning of steadfast refusal to repent believe...yet
alongside the warning sits the wonder of a steadfast love that offers
forgiveness for all our sins and an arms wide open welcome into the
kingdom of God for anyone who repents and believes...

Therefore
So as we head towards Sunday, enjoy the wonder of the Gospel, the
breath and depth of God’s love and forgiveness in Jesus



WEER 11/ READING 3

Text - Mark 3:31-35

Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent
someone in to call him. A crowd was sitting around him, and they told
him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.”

“Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked.

Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “"Here
are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does God'’s will is my
brother and sister and mother.”

Thought

Therefore
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REMEMBER

AS THE RAIN AND THE SNOW COME
DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND DO NOT
RETURN TO IT WITHOUT WATERING
THE EARTH AND MAKING IT BUD AND
FLOURISH, SO THAT IT YIELDS SEED
FOR THE SOWER AND BREAD FOR
THE EATER, SO IS MY WORD THAT
GOES OUT FROM MY MOUTH: IT WILL
NOT RETURN TO ME EMPTY, BUT
WILL ACCOMPLISH WHAT | DESIRE
AND ACHIEVE THE PURPOSE FOR
HICH | SENT IT.

ISAIAH 55:10-11

REJOICE

Here's our song for the week

THE SOWERS SONG
ANDREW PETERSON




WEER 12 / READING 1

Text - Mark 4:1-9

“Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the
seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.
Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang
up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up,
the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no
root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the
plants, so that they did not bear grain. Still other seed fell on good
soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty,
some sixty, some a hundred times.”

Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear”

Thought

Fortnite is a big thing in our house with our two boys...and
sometimes they want to tell us about a good game they've had and
they talk about “builds” and "hot-drops” or being “cracked” or “rezz-
ed.” Whoever has ears, let them hear, eh?

So we've a choice to make when they start telling us...we can hear
what they say, nod and move onto the next thing...or we can really
listen, ask questions, make sure we understand.

The parables...indeed the whole word of God...makes us choose...
will we hear, nod and move onto the next thing and miss what it says,
or will we really listen, ask questions (for that you can read “pray) and
make sure we understand it and then put in into practice, whether it's
a challenge, an instruction, guidance or encouragement.

Whoever has ears, let them hear. Because there is good news to hear.

Therefore

Ask the Holy Spirit for a hearing test! Maybe a good way to do that is
look back and ask him to honestly show you if reading and hearing
the Bible has changed you over the past while. Give thanks if it has.
Ask for help if it hasn't



WEEH 12 / READING 2

Text - John 10:25-30

Jesus answered, “l did tell you, but you do not believe. The works | do
in my Father’s name testify about me, but you do not believe because
you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and
they follow me. | give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;
no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given
them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my
Father’s hand. | and the Father are one.”

Thought

Apparently, according to some scientific research, you can work out
which voices to trust by what they sound like...voices which “rise at
the beginning, drop in the middle, and rise again at the end” on
saying "Hello!"” are the most likely to be trustworthy. Monotone, flat
voices are the opposite. But if it's only to do with what the voice
sounds like, it's easy to fake trustworthiness.

Jesus the Shepherd shows us that we know to trust someone by a
different standard...it's not how they sound, but who they are.

Jesus is the good shepherd who laid down his life for the sheep...a
sacrifice to save them...and he is also the good shepherd who leads
his people by still waters, to green pastures, in paths of righteousness
and through the valley (see Psalm 23)...and so in his laying down he
proves we can trust his love for us...and so in his leading we can trust
his voice.

We have ears...so as the sheep who have wandered but have been

won back by him, we should listen to his voice, trusting what he says
is good...even when we don’t understand it at first...because as we

trust he proves himself trustworthy again and again

Think

What voices do you listen to to lead your life? Are they trustworthy?
Are they good? Do they compare to Jesus? Ask the Holy Spirit to
help you trust the voice of Jesus as the one to listen to.



WEER 12 / READING 3

Text - Romans 10:14-17

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And
how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And
how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how
can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “"How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says,
“Lord, who has believed our message?” Consequently, faith comes
from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the
word about Christ.

Thought
"Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard
through the word about Christ.”

if you're a follower of Jesus, you can look back and remember the
various people who shared the message, the word of Christ, that
helped you come to faith. It might have been one person at one
point in time, or it might have been a whole lot of different people,
parents, Sunday school teachers, ministers, friends, youth leaders,
neighbours (the list is endless) who faithfully shared the message
through their ways an their words.

It was through them that the sower, sowed the seed, which now is
bearing fruit. And whilst we have to think about the soil that has been
sown into and how we can help that faith grow...we also need to give
thanks for the people through whom the sower sowed.

And we also need to think about how the sower wants to work
through us so that one day others might be thankful that they heard
the word about Christ through us.

Think

Give thanks God for the people that sowed Gospel seed into your
life. Maybe even take the time today to write a note/text/email to that
person and tell them you're thankful to God for them.



WEEH 12 / READING &

Text - Isaiah 55:10-13

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,

and do not return to it without watering the earth

and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower
and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what | desire
and achieve the purpose for which | sent it.

You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace;

the mountains and hills will burst into song before you,

and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.

Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper,

and instead of briers the myrtle will grow.

This will be for the Lord’s renown, for an everlasting sign, that will
endure forever.”

Thought

| just love the picture in this prophetic poetry. Joy and peace for us
while “the hills before us / Will raise their voices / And the trees of the
field will clap their hands as the land rejoices” (as Andrew Peterson
paints it).

What a transformation will occur when we think of the world we live
in and the pain and suffering that often scratches at and scars our
lives. A transformation that will endure forever.

And a transformation that will forever remind us of the greatness and
glory of God...not just because he does it, but because of how he
does it...the word that goes out from his mouth...the message of
good news of a Saviour who has come and is coming again.

Think

Every time you read the Bible, remember that this is the powerful
word that is transforming everything, reconciling all things, and
anticipate what it can do in your life as well as in the people and
world around you



WEER 12 / READING 5

Text - Mark 4:14-20

Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once
receive it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short
time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they
quickly fall away.

Thought
Let's go a bit Christmassy seeing it's the first day of December.

Are you a real tree or an artificial tree household? We like real ones in
our house...last year we got one from Eglinton’s Christmas tree
festival (unfortunately the decorations didn't come with it). The look,
the feel, the smell...it's so Christmassy...until you notice the first pine
needle on the floor and then you accidentally knock one branch and
an avalanche of needles hits the floor. Meanwhile your vacuum is
weeping in the corner at the prospect of sucking them all up.

What's the problem...the Christmas tree has no roots, digging deep
into the soil, absorbing nutrients and water, growing, developing,
flourishing...they last only a short time.

At church we talk lots about growing as followers...and we need to
be ever increasingly rooted in the good news of Jesus...in truth and
grace. Christmas is a great time to dig those roots in...plenty of carol
services to remind us of what Jesus has done and how he is God’s
gift to us, the light of the world, etc etc...so if you've a real Christmas
tree this year, let it remind you to root yourself deeply in Christ.

If you've an artificial tree...enjoy the clean carpets!

Think

Consider how you might deepen your roots this Christmas season...
maybe it's reading the Christmas story and then the rest of the
Gospel, maybe it's making sure you don’t miss all the opportunities to
be reminded of good news of great joy.
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HE SAID TO THEM, "DO
YOU BRING IN A LAMP
TO PUT IT UNDER A
BOWL OR A BED?
INSTEAD, DON'T YOU
PUT IT ON ITS STAND?
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ALL GLORY BE TO CHRIST
KINGS KALEIDOSCOPE




WEER 13 / READING |

Text - Mark 4:21-23

He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a
bed? Instead, don't you put it on its stand? For whatever is hidden is
meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be
brought out into the open. If anyone has ears to hear, let them hear.”

Thought

Our electricity went out one evening during COVID...and as | was on
a Zoom meeting | headed to the car to plug my phone in. Meanwhile,
Heather was lighting the candles in the house as dusk fell. Candles
on window sills, worktops, shelves...but none under bowls or beds
thankfully.

Why? Because they were meant to shine.

The good news of the kingdom of God in Jesus had been hidden in
a sense but now with the coming of Jesus was disclosed and brought
into the open...for all to see...for all to hear...if only they'd open their
eyes and ears.

We get to be part of the shining...like stars in the sky, like a city on a
hill...but we also need to play our part in praying for the Holy Spirit to
open eyes and ears.

Therefore

Where will you be this week? what opportunities will you have to
shine the good news of the kingdom of God? Pray for the people on
whom that light shines.



WEEH 13 / READING 2

Text - Mark 4:24-25

"Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the measure
you use, it will be measured to you—and even more. Whoever has will
be given more; whoever does not have, even what they have will be

taken from them.”

Thought

One of my guilty pleasures in life is a sausage roll...piping hot, HP
sauce, lovely! So imagine my delight one day when nipping into a
bakery and asking for a sausage roll, the woman said to me, "There's
only two left, have them both!" | got more than | asked for.

And this is what Jesus is promising here when it comes to listening
and learning from him. The more you listen, the more open you are to
learning, the more your get...and then even more.

| didn't say no in the bakery...l wolfed those sausage rolls down! So
why would | say no to an even better offer from Jesus.

Therefore
How will you make plans to listen more to Jesus this week and to be
more open to learning from him?



WEER 13 / READING 3

Text - Mark 4:26-29

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters
seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the
seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself
the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full
kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it,
because the harvest has come.”

Thought

We had a greenhouse when we lived at my mum and dads house
and at one point it was coming down with cucumbers, tomatoes
and chillies...lots of salsa was probably made from that! But a few
months before that harvest it was just soil. We haven't been quite as
successful in our back garden at the manse...it's mainly still soil!

It was just soil until the seeds were planted...and then unseen by us,
life kicked off beneath the surface of the soil and then it poked above
the surface and then it grew into a plant and the next thing we're
eating cucumbers, tomatoes and chillis until their coming our our
ears.

The parable here is reminding us of how the kingdom comes to life
and develops even when we don't see it, and the next thing it is
bearing fruit.

Therefore

Is there somewhere or someone where you are discouraged because
you see no signs of kingdom life? Trust God and pray for life below
the surface that one day will be super-fruitful



WEEH 13 / READING &

Text - Mark 4:30-32

Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what
parable shall we use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is
the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows and
becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that
the birds can perch in its shade.”

Thought

I'm at the age now where kids | looked after in children's
programmes and summer missions are fully grown adults and when |
meet them, I'm almost tempted to patronisingly say that thing your
granny says to you after she hasn't seen you for a while..."Look at the
size of you!" | don't say it by the way, it would sound weird! For some
of them it isn't just physical growth but spiritual growth which is
wonderfully encouraging.

But the point is, this growth and maturing has taken place from small
beginnings. And the kingdom of God, Jesus says, is like that...small
beginnings which grows in incredible ways.

So no matter how obscure or insignificant or small God's kingdom
and his kingdom people seem, one day it won't be, but will cover the
earth. That's what we're part of, that's our encouragement.

Therefore
Meditate on Habakkuk 2:14 today...

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

And be encouraged that as you serve God in sowing seed, you're
part of this becoming reality.



WEER 13 / READING §

Text - Mark 4:33-34

With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much
as they could understand. He did not say anything to them without
using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he
explained everything.

Thought

We mentioned Eric Cantona before Christmas as we talked about
Jesus parables...and his infamous seagulls and sardines

speech which left everyone bemused and wondering. Yet Jesus used
parables, not to bemuse people, but to reveal truth to those who
would listen...explaining them to his disciples.

There's lots in Jesus teaching about kingdom life that might leave us
bemused and wondering, and we might think, if only Jesus was here
to explain it.

Yet as followers of Jesus we have been given the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and he helps us. We can understand the good news of the
kingdom and life in it only if the Holy Spirt helps us

Therefore

Have a read at 1 Corinthians 2 today and over the weekend and ask
the Holy Spirit to help you understand, to listen and to hear, as you
come to church on Sunday.



Mady
J

MARK &

|
o-ki / STORM 1

REMEMBER
HE GOT UP, REBUKED
HE WIND AND SAID TO
HE WAVES, "QUIET! BE
STILL” THEN THE WIND
DIED DOWN AND IT
WAS COMPLETELY
CALM.

MARK 4:39

HH@MIE

ong for the week

T IS WELL WITH MY SOUL
AUSTIN STONE WORSHIP




WEER 14 / READING 1

Text - Mark 4:35-41

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over
to the other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along,
just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A
furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it
was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion.
The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don't you care if
we drown?”

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!”
Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no
faith?”

They were terrified and asked each other, “"Who is this? Even the wind

n
!

and the waves obey him

Thought

If you were asked what story in the Bible has these aspects...
a boat is caught up in a violent storm / the main character is
asleep and had to be wakened / the sea becomes immediately
and miraculously calm.

...you might think of Jonah, who finds himself in a storm as he runs
from God.

But unlike Jonah, this storm while Jesus is obeying God, not running
from him. Therefore, we must not assume that if we experience
storms in life this reflects God’s displeasure. Indeed, just because we
follow Jesus, doesn’t mean we avoid such storms. But what do we do
when the storms roll in? Do as the disciples did. Bring your concerns
to Christ, the one who cares, the one we can have faith in, the one
who can still the storm..

Therefore

What storms are battering the boat of your life? Like the disciples
does it make you think Jesus does not care? Bring your concerns to
him. Trust him when your life is all at sea, to be your only helper.



WEER 14 / READING 2

Text - Psalm 107:27-32

They reeled and staggered like drunkards;
they were at their wits’ end.

Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble,
and he brought them out of their distress.

He stilled the storm to a whisper;
the waves of the sea were hushed.

They were glad when it grew calm,
and he guided them to their desired haven.

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love
and his wonderful deeds for mankind.

Let them exalt him in the assembly of the people
and praise him in the council of the elders.

Thought

There's some terrifying clips on Youtube of tankers and lifeboats at
sea during huge storms. Even for experienced sailors, those storms at
sea must be terrifying. They remind us of how fragile our life is
compared to the forces of nature. Imagine having the power to calm
them! But this unimaginable power is God'’s... he is more than able
since he is the creator and Lord of nature.

This is what he does in Ps 107 as he stilled the storm to a whisper and
hushed the waves of the sea. So the conclusion Mark is pointing us
to is that if Jesus does what only God can do, then he is God in
human flesh (remember how Mark started his Gospel..."The
beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of
God). And as God he uses his power according to unfailing love.
And the only response would be give thanks to him, to exalt and
praise him.

Therefore

Reflect, either in the gospel or in your own life, on how God has used
his power in unfailing love. Turn your reflections into thanksgiving,
exaltation, and praise.



WEER 14 / READING 3

Text - Psalm 89:8-9
Who is like you, Lord God Almighty?

You, Lord, are mighty, and your faithfulness surrounds you.
You rule over the surging sea;

when its waves mount up, you still them.

Thought

When our kids were younger we started putting together memory
boxes...and filled them with mementos from school and sports and
other things. So we have these boxes full of reports and craft and
certificates and medals and paintings which we can look back on and
remember. Maybe in your house you have a medal, a shield, a cup,
certificate, or photograph, a memento, reminding you of something
you achieved or in which you took part. They are things that help us
remember we could forget. Because we're all forgetful!

It is because we are forgetful spiritually, forgetting God's love and
faithfulness so quickly that he often urges us in his word to
"Remember”. Satan wants us to forget, to feed our fear. Jesus wants
us to remember to build our faith.

One of the best ways of faith-building remembrance is to commit
God’'s word to memory, so when we call it to mind, we are
encouraged, especially when life if stormy These verses are a good
place to start, on top of this weeks memory verse

Therefore
Maybe today is the day to commit these verse to memory? Is there
someone you can share them with?



WEEH 14 / READING &

Text - Mark 4:40
He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no
faith?”

Thought

Jesus expected that what the disciples had seen already as they
followed him should have built their faith, and driven out fear, even
fear of this storm. In their journey of discipleship, they have already
learned about Jesus' authority over sickness, evil spirits, sin, and his
opponents. They had felt, personally, the power of his authority to call
people to follow him, as they left everything to follow him.

If he could do all this, could he not also calm the wind and waves? Yet
fear, far too often has the tendency to drive faith out of us instead. We
need, with he help of the Holy Spirit to remember who he is, what he
has done, who we are to him and what he has promised to do, and
then apply what we remember of Christ's power in faith to our lives.

Therefore

Are there situations which you face currently which fear has told you
are too great, greater than Jesus’ power? This could be a struggle
with sin, or how we feel about a situation in life. Jesus has lost none
of his power. How will remembering that help you face what you
currently fear, with faith?



WEEH 14 / READING 5

Text - Mark 4:35-41

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over
to the other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along,
just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A
furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it
was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion.
The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, dont you care if
we drown?”

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!”
Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no
faith?”

They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind
and the waves obey him!”

Thought

Jesus makes you think and ask questions! Yet we can become so
familiar with stories about Jesus that we are hardly ever left in awe at
what he does or who he is.

Who is he? He is the Creator whose commands wind and waves
obey. He is God in human flesh, who gives his life for sinners in love.
He is the King of Kings, whom we worship, in whom is our strength
and hope.

Every time we read of Jesus, his teaching, his miracles, his life, there
should be a awe that feels overwhelming, yet at the same time an
awe that this Jesus sits in the boat with us. We don’t want familiarity
that undermines the power of Jesus in our lives, we want awe in the
face of Jesus and awe that this Jesus is our friend and brother.

Therefore

So as you finish this week, reread the story again of the disciples in
the boat and be in awe at what Jesus has done, but be assured that
this awesome Jesus is also with you in the boat.
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SHOUT TO THE NORTH
DELIRIOUS?




WEER 15 / READING 1

Text - Mark 5:1-5

They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. When
Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an impure spirit came from the
tombs to meet him. This man lived in the tombs, and no one could
bind him anymore, not even with a chain. For he had often been
chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the
irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. Night
and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut
himself with stones.

Thought
In the musical The Hunchback of Notre Dame, the gypsy, Esmeralda,
prays:

“Yes, | know I'm just an outcast

| shouldn't speak to You

Still I see Your face and wonder

Were You once an outcast too?”
As outcasts go, there can be few more extreme examples than the
man we meet in this chapter. Yet it is for the purpose of calming the
storm inside this man that Jesus has calmed the storm on the lake
and crossed to the other side. Jesus is the ultimate outcast, having
left the glory of heaven to endure suffering and separation from his
Father on the cross in order to set people free from the sin that
imprisons them.
Only Jesus understands what this particular outcast needs and only
he has the power to do something about it.

Therefore

At times we may experience similar things as this man - isolation,
feelings of being trapped, worrying thoughts keeping us awake at
night, emotional pain, anger, even self-harm. Remember that, no
matter what you are going through right now, Jesus understands, is
always with you and has the power to help you. Bring the concerns
that seem hopeless, in your own life and in the lives of people you
know, before him now in prayer.



WEEH 15 / READING 2

Text - Mark 5:6-10

When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in
front of him. He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don't
torture me!” For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you
impure spirit!”

Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

"My name is Legion,” he replied, "for we are many.” And he begged
Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.

Thought

What's in a name? Quite a lot, it seems, in the spirit world! Many
people in New Testament times believed that you had spiritual power
over someone else if you knew or said their exact name. The demons
inside the man exploit this by trying to intimidate Jesus through the
use of a name that describes exactly who he is, “Jesus, Son of the
Most High God".

They also try to intimidate him by calling themselves “Legion”. This
reference to a Roman legion of 6000 men not only conveys the
extent to which the man is inhabited by demons but also boasts that
they are organised, powerful and ready to fight.

Of course Jesus is unintimidated and easily casts the evil spirits out of
the man, setting him free. The irony is that although the demons
know exactly who Jesus is at a time when even the disciples are
confused, and go so far as to pray to him (to be allowed to go into
the pigs), they still do not submit to him.

Therefore

Do you have more of a head knowledge than a heart knowledge of
who Jesus is? Do you need to spend more time getting to know him
through reading the Bible, listening carefully to what he Is telling you,
and talking to him in prayer? Are there parts of your life that you still
need to surrender to Jesus?



WEEH 15 / READING 3

Text - Mark 5:11-17

A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. The demons
begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.”
He gave them permission, and the impure spirits came out and went
into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down
the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.

Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and
countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened.
When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been
possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his
right mind; and they were afraid. Those who had seen it told the
people what had happened to the demon-possessed man—and told
about the pigs as well. Then the people began to plead with Jesus to
leave their region.

Thought

Imagine the headlines in the Gerasenes Gazette: Dramatic
Deliverance! Perishing Porkers! No wonder the locals flock to the
scene to see for themselves what has been going on. The pigs and
the demons are gone but the man they had been unable to restrain is
sitting there quietly in the presence of his deliverer, Jesus.

It is obvious that something miraculous has happened. What is their
response? Like the disciples in the previous chapter, who were afraid
when they observed Jesus calming the wind and waves, the people
here are afraid of the one who clearly has power over evil spirits.
Unlike the disciples, their fear does not drive them closer to Jesus but
leads them to push him away. The situation is outside of their
understanding and they don't want to think about it or face its
implications. They want to carry on with the lives they are used to as
if nothing has happened.

Therefore

Are there times when you close your mind to who Jesus is or what he
might be telling you to do because you would rather have a
comfortable life? Pray about this now and ask Jesus to help you take
up your cross each day and follow him (Luke 9:23).



WEEH 15 / READING &

Text - Mark 5:18-19

As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-
possessed begged to go with him. Jesus did not let him, but said,
"Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has
done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.”

Thought

This man has just had a life-changing encounter with the only person
who had the power to help him. No wonder he panics when he sees
Jesus preparing to leave! He probably thinks he won't be able to
manage without being physically close to Jesus. Jesus doesn’t grant
his request because he has a better plan for the man'’s life.

He leaves him with a clear direction - to go to his family, friends and
neighbours - and a clear message - to tell them what the Lord has
done for him. Implicit in this is the promise he later gives his
disciples in Matthew 28 that as they go and make disciples of all
nations, he will always be with them, equipping them for the task to
which he has called them.

Thought

God has also directed us to tell others what he has done for us
through Jesus. We may not feel we have a dramatic story to tell but
we must not fall into the trap of thinking our testimony is boring or
insignificant. It's important to remind ourselves of what Jesus has
saved us from, how he has answered our prayers in the past and the
glorious future he has in store for us. We should try to encourage
each other to remember these things - in families, amongst Christian
friends and in our church family - and look for opportunities to share
them with people who do not know Jesus.



WEEH 15 / READING 3

Text - Mark 5:20
So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much
Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.

Thought

Jesus leaves the region but he doesn't leave it the same. He leaves
one believer, who has a big impact as he testifies to God’s grace. This
man has no theological training but simply starts where he is at;
telling people what Jesus has done for him. This former outcast turns
out to be an example of the good soil Jesus talked about in Mark 4.

He hears Jesus' words, obeys them and this results in great
fruitfulness. Even the people who had asked Jesus to leave have
another chance to respond to the good news. And the man doesn't
stop at telling his immediate family or neighbours; he can't help
taking his testimony to the ten, predominantly Gentile, cities of the
Decapolis, one of the first hints in Mark’s gospel that the good news
is not just for the Jews but for the whole world.

Thought

Do you hold back from telling others about Jesus because you feel
you don't know enough about the Bible or are worried that they will
demolish you with intellectual arguments? As we grow as Christians,
we should also seek to grow in knowledge so that we can give the
reason for the hope that we have (1 Peter 3:15). However, don't
forget to pray for opportunities to share what God has been doing in
your life so far.
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JESUS, FULL OF COMPASSION / CAROLINE COBB
RESURRECTING / ELEVATION WORSHIP




WEER 16 / READING 1

Text - Mark 5:21-24

When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the
lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake.
Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when
he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. He pleaded earnestly with him, “My
little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so
that she will be healed and live.” So Jesus went with him.

Thought

"Knock a coffee cup and there'll be coffee on the floor. Not because
of the knock but because it was it the cup...Dark, burnt, bitter drink
has spilled form my heart today. Lord, have mercy on me”

That's a (disturbingly autobiographical) tweet | came across at one
point. Maybe you know that feeling too.

But when Jairus knocks Jesus, what spills out? Only care and
compassion...Jairus asks and Jesus responds. What we see here is an
invitation to bring all the dark, burnt and bitter things of this life to
Jesus, the Lord, because his heart is always one of mercy.

We come to him because he cares for us.
Therefore

Nothing too difficult to think about today, lean into Jesus heart and
simply use those five words as a prayer..."Lord, have mercy on me.”



WEEH 16 / READING 2

Text - Mark 5:24-29 / Malachi 4:2

A large crowd followed and pressed around him. And a woman was
there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. She had
suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent
all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. When she
heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and
touched his cloak, because she thought, “If | just touch his clothes, |
will be healed.” Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her
body that she was freed from her suffering.

But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise
with healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-fed
calves.

Thought

This is not a story to inspire us on some Indiana Jones style quest to
find the magic robe that Jesus wore. This is a story to assure us of the
identity of Jesus as the Messiah...the one who had been promised to
come, the sun of righteousness who would rise with healing in his
wings (or for this woman, in the fringes of his robe).

We all can be faced with situations and sicknesses and stresses that
need a miracle to fix them. For some of us we have been faced with
them for a long time.The promise of the Bible, God's promise to us is
that the Messiah, with healing in his wings will one day come and
heal every aspect of our world, disease, oppression, injustice, death,
brokenness, heartache. As we think about how politicians/doctors/
counsellors/friends can fix the things we face, we are assured that
Jesus can, in greater and deeper ways than we could ever imagine.

Think

Write down the the words “I can't fix..." and then note all the things
that are painful and distressing and anxiety inducing in your life or in
the world right now. Now write beside every single one, “Jesus can”
and pray about them.



WEER 16 / READING 3

Text - Mark 5:30-34 / Romans 8:1

At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned
around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”

"You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered,
“and yet you can ask, "'Who touched me?"”

But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. Then the
woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet
and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. He said to her,
"Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from
your suffering.”

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus...

Thought

If you had shares in alcohol gel companies or Dettol before COVID
struck, you'd be like Scrooge McDuck right now, swimming in your
cash. We were all trying to make ourselves and keep ourselves clean.

The woman'’s condition has been physically painful, but the
separation in caused from God and his people has been worse. She
can't clean herself, no-one else can...she's tried, man has she tried.
But Jesus can...one encounter with Jesus and she is clean. Her
shame is removed, her worth is affirmed, her peace is restored.

As followers of Jesus, we have been made clean, forgiven of all of our
sins, no more shame or condemnation, so when Satan fires darts or
throws mud at us trying to convince us we are a mess...he hear those
words, “Daughter...son, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and
be freed from your suffering.”

Think
Take time to come to Jesus with any nagging shame or
condemnation, and receive forgiveness and peace



WEEH 16 / READING &

Text - Mark 5:35-43

While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of
Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they said.
"Why bother the teacher anymore?”

Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just
believe.”

He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the
brother of James. When they came to the home of the synagogue
leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing
loudly. He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and
wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him.
After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and
the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. He
took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means
“Little girl, | say to you, get up!”). Immediately the girl stood up and
began to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they were
completely astonished. He gave strict orders not to let anyone know
about this, and told them to give her something to eat.

Thought
Imagine the joy in that room in that moment!

Yet in one sense it was merely sorrow delayed...one day this girl
would die (again). Jesus’ miracle in bringing her back to life pointed
forward to the day when one day all those who have faith in him as
Messiah will be bought back from the dead to ever lasting life.

The risk of this story is to lose faith when the immediate miracle
doesn't come and lose sight of the majestic one that is to come. All
healing now is sorrow delayed...that's not to say we don't pray for it
in the meantime, but it is to say we keep our eyes fixed on the
ultimate healing that is to come

Here's Glen Scrivener imagining the thoughts of Lazarus’ sisters when
the miracle didn't come:



If you had been here,

the way that we'd prayed,

we'd only succeed in sorrow delayed.

We'd only evade the reaper for now,

But soon we would bow,

Soon we'd be ploughed in the ground, with no-one to plead.
Yet,

through you, death's a gardener and we are the seed.
And this is the path Resurrection decreed.

If you will be here,

drawing near, that will do.

For now to know you in your grace we can face what is true.
“As in Adam the world dies, so in Christ all WILL arise.”
When you appear - and my brother too -

When you wipe away tears,

when darkness clears,

when mourning has cheered

and joy swallows fear.

Through all our years,

here's how we'll cope,

this our sure hope:

You will be here.

Thought

As you pray and wait for the immediate miracle to come, whatever
that is, ask God to deepen your faith in the majestic miracle that will
without doubt come when Christ comes again



WEER 16 / READING §

Text - Philippians 2:1-4

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the
Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete
by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and
of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your
own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

Thought
“First he is our champion, then he is our coach.”

Hopefully this week this passage from Mark has held Jesus up as the
champion who can...but not just to make us fans of Jesus...but
encourage us as faithful followers of Jesus.

Paul gets that writing to the Philippians. He's been championing
Jesus as the Champion to them, but he also points to him as their
coach...so that they follow him and desire to be like him.

But who we are for Jesus always flows from who he is for us. If we
miss this, we'll miss everything. As we seek to care for others, as we
seek to be people who move towards others, no matter who they are,
we have to continually fill our hearts with the good news of a Jesus
care for us, and how he has moved towards us to save us.

Think

This weekend, fill your heart with the Gospel, come to church asking
God to overwhelm you with it and then walk into next week looking
for God-given opportunities to care for others.
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[HEY WENT OUT AND
PREACHED THAT
PEOPLE SHOULD
REPENT. THEY DROVE
OUT MANY DEMONS
AND ANOINTED MANY
SICK PEOPLE WI - OIL
AND HEALED THEM.
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WEER 1] / READING |

Text - Mark 6:1-6

Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his
disciples. When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the
synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed.

"Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What's this
wisdom that has been given him? What are these remarkable
miracles he is performing? Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's
son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren't his
sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.

Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honour except in his
own town, among his relatives and in his own home.” He could not
do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and
heal them. He was amazed at their lack of faith.

Thought

There's a lot of amazement in todays passage. One is the amazement
of the people of Nazareth at Jesus, and the other is the amazement
of Jesus right back at them.

They're amazed at Jesus' teaching and his miracles, but won't quite
make the leap past the fact of his humble origins and so take offence
at him. Despite the miracles and the teachings, Jesus still isn't
impressive enough for them to put their faith in him.Jesus is amazed
on the other hand that they could look past the miracles and
teaching and still not put their faith in who he is revealing himself to

be.

Our big question is always what we make of Jesus, the miracle
working, wisdom teaching Messiah who humbled himself to become
like us in order to save us. What an amazing Saviour!!!

Therefore

What is amazing to you about Jesus? Is that pushing you away from
or drawing you deeper into faith? If you're lacking faith at the
moment, have another read at the 5 chapters we've covered in Mark
so far and ask the Holy Spirit to help you see clearly who Jesus is!



WEER 17 / READING 2

Text - John 7:5 / 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 / Acts 1:12-14 / James 1:1
For even his own brothers did not believe in him.

For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures...Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and
last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined together
constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of
Jesus, and with his brothers.

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ...

Thought

Here's a few verses today that tracks a little bit of James’ story from
his lack of faith to his leap of faith into following Jesus. As John writes
his Gospel he's almost incredulous that EVEN HIS OWN BROTHERS
did not believe in him. Yet, soon James will meet the resurrected
Jesus and believe, he will be present in the upper room before
Pentecost, become a key leader in the early church and then write
one of the letters included in the Bible.

Listen to the man who lacked faith, now describe himself... James, a
servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

James leap of faith as a follower of Jesus would lead to his
martyrdom, stoned to death according to tradition at the hands of
the Pharisees.

Therefore

You might look around at people and see lack of faith, but the
resurrected Jesus can work amazing faith transformations. Let that
simply encourage you today to pray for someone to come to faith



WEEH 1]/ READING 3

Text - Mark 6:6-7

Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. Calling the
Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two and gave them
authority over impure spirits.

Thought

Sometimes phrases in the Bible are like hyperlinks...like on a website,
you click on them and they take you somewhere else that gives you
more information. Like “The Twelve” makes you think of the story of
Israel (more on that tomorrow).

I'm not sure if this is an actual "hyperlink” but “two by two" made me
think of...yep, you're there already, singing it your head..."The
animals went in two by two, hurrah, hurrah...the story of Noah and
the Ark.

The animals were coming IN to the Ark, two by two, the place of
refuge from the flood of God's judgement and the vessel that would
take them to a recreated world.

And now in a world still flooded by evil, the twelve are going OUT,
two by two, to tell people about the true and better Ark, the one who
is the true place of refuge, the one who will bring them to a new
world, finally free form evil.

We've already read of those who, like in Noah's day, took offence at
this refuge, but we want to ensure that we are “on the ark” in faith,
and in the world telling others

Therefore
Psalm 2:12 tells us... Blessed are all who take refuge in him...
therefore we're called to trust and to tell. How will you do that today?



WEEH 17 / READING &

Text - Mark 6:6-11

Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. Calling the
Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two and gave them
authority over impure spirits.

These were his instructions: “Take nothing for the journey except a
staff-no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. Wear sandals but not
an extra shirt. Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave
that town. And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you,
leave that place and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony
against them.”

Thought

As we said yesterday, “the Twelve” links us to the story of Israel, where
God created a people, the people of Israel, a family that came from
Abraham, that he would take to the promised land where they would
enjoy his blessing.

That people continually rebelled and rejected God and so rather
than washing his hands of his creation altogether, we have Jesus
creating a new people, not through family but through faith in him.
And some people see in his instructions to the disciples, similarities
to the instructions given to the people of Israel before the Exodus,
when they were rescued from slavery and then journeyed to the
promised land.

The story of the people of Israel is our story...people rescued
miraculously from slavery, by the death of someone in our place, and
now journeying with God to the promised land, and as we go we are
to proclaim in the wilderness of this world the invitation that anyone,,
can be part of this family and be assured of this future through faith in
the one who forgives and frees us

Therefore

Thank God for your rescue in Christ and ask him to help you tell
others in the wilderness of the God who is leading us on a new
Exodus out of slavery and into a land of promise



WEEH 1]/ READING 5

Text - Mark 6:12-13

They went out and preached that people should repent. They drove
out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and
healed them.

Thought
There are lots of things that are good in and of themselves, but when
joined together they are better than the sum of their parts.

Banana and toffee are good things...but banoffee!!!

Milk and chocolate are good things...but hot chocolate!!!
Tennis, table tennis and badminton are good things...but
PICKLEBALL!!! (my description of pickle ball is those three things
joined together!)

The disciples do a number of good things...they proclaim the good
news of the kingdom and call people to repent and they cast out
demons and heal people. They speak and they serve...and together
these things have kingdom impact.

We can be tempted to focus on one or the other...it's all about what
we say..."get the message out”...or it's all about what we do..."let’s
do good deeds”...but one without the other leads to either a
messengers that don't seem to care, or carers who don't seem to
have a message.

As individuals and as a church, we need both...to speak and to serve!

Therefore

If you were to pilot yourself on the speaking————serving spectrum,
where would you place yourself. Are you closer to one end or the
other. What about us as a church. How can we ensure that our
speaking matches our serving and vice versa



REMEMBER

BLESSED ARE THOS
WHO ARE PERSECUTE
BECAUSE OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS,

FOR THEIRS IS THE
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
MARK 5:10

HH@MIE

ong for the week

SOVEREIGN OVER US
AARON KEYES




WEER 18 / READING |

Text - Mark 6:14-16

King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become well
known. Some were saying, "John the Baptist has been raised from the
dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.”

Others said, “He is Elijah.”

And still others claimed, “"He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of
long ago.”

But when Herod heard this, he said, “John, whom | beheaded, has
been raised from the dead!”

Thought

Mark has just told us about the great things the Twelve have done as
they took a leap of faith and went out and did what Jesus sent them
to do...proclaim the kingdom, cat out demons, heal the sick. But then
it feels like a sucker punch to learn that John the Baptist, the long
awaited herald of the Messiah has not only died, he was been killed,
brutally beheaded.

Jesus said this of John {Matthew 11:11), “Truly | tell you, among those
born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the
Baptist...” His greatness came from the privilege of his call, his part in
this moment of history...yet even his greatness does not help him
escape great suffering. Jesus continues, “...yet whoever is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” This greatness comes from
the privilege of not just proclaiming the coming Messiah and
kingdom but enjoying the present reality of the crucified and risen
Messiah and the kingdom in faith.

Yet this greatness doe not help us escape great suffering. Following
Jesus is costly.

Therefore

Following Jesus is costly. This is a reality that we must be prepared
for. But the Jesus that costs us is the Jesus who rewards us in
abundantly greater measure. Take time to ponder the memory verse!



WEER 18 / READING 2

Text - Mark 6:17-20

For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he
had him bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias,
his brother Philip's wife, whom he had married. For John had been
saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.
So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him.
But she was not able to, because Herod feared John and protected
him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod
heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him.

n

Thought

| often find myself thinking back to the old hymn “God moves in a
mysterious way” when it comes to considering the difficulties of life,
and especially the line...

“Behind a frowning providence, he hides a smiling face”

| imagine John might have wondered what was going on when the
soldiers arrested him, bound him and had him imprisoned in one of
King Herod's palaces, far from home.

Yet we see that prison is for his protection, at least at the minute.
Herodias is out to kill him, but Herod fears him and is intrigued by
him, despite John’s blunt denouncement of his marriage.

God still manages to work through an unjust imprisonment by a
morally corrupt king to protect his prophet from the murderous
intentions of a morally corrupt queen!

Therefore

Give thanks that God is sovereign over us (as our Rejoice song
reminds us this week), that he “moves in a mysterious way, his
wonders to perform” and that fearful saints can take fresh courage
because “the clouds ye so much dread are big with mercy and shall
break in blessings on your head”



WEEH 18 / READING 3

Text - Matthew 11:1-6
After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on
from there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee.

When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the
Messiah, he sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who is to
come, or should we expect someone else?”

Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see:
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is
proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on
account of me.”

Thought

Yesterday we thought about God'’s sovereignty in even using prison
to protect John, but today we see that even in the midst of God’s
sovereignty, John still struggles with doubt. Yes, even John the
Baptist, the great prophet!

He has served God well, by calling out sin and calling people back to
God. He has baptised Jesus the Messiah...at least that's who he
thought he was. But now stuck in a jail cell, he begins to wonder if
Jesus really is who he said he is. He's allowing his circumstances to
cloud his vision of Jesus.

And so when his disciples come along and ask Jesus on John's
behalf, "Are you really the Messiah?” Jesus simply says, “Have a look
what's happening!”

John’s situation might be difficult right now, but the Messiah is
definitely at work right now.

Therefore

Maybe your circumstances are difficult right now, but remember that
the Messiah is at work, his kingdom is growing, and that gives us
hope even in our doubts



WEER 18 / READING &

Text - Mark 6:21-27

Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a
banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the
leading men of Galilee. When the daughter of Herodias came in and
danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests.

The king said to the girl, “Ask me for anything you want, and I'll give it
to you.” And he promised her with an oath, “Whatever you ask | will
give you, up to half my kingdom.”

She went out and said to her mother, “What shall | ask for?”

"The head of John the Baptist,” she answered.

At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: “l want you to
give me right now the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”

The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his
dinner guests, he did not want to refuse her. So he immediately sent
an executioner with orders to bring John's head.

Thought

John has intrigued Herod with his message, and scared him because
his character adds weight to his words...yet because he doesn’t want
to embarrass himself in from of his guests, he orders what Herodias
and her daughter as for and John's head is brought. Inside the room,
this gruesome presentation proves his credentials to the guests. But
looking from the outside, this only proves his crumbling character
and convictionsHe does what he doesn't want to do and he's
unwilling to do what he should do in order to save face in front of his
peers

And the uncomfortable and challenging truth is that Herod isn't too
dissimilar to us at times. At times when the right thing is right in front
of us, we're more Herod, than John. Maybe that's as foundational as
putting our faith in Jesus. Maybe it's an area of sin in our lives we're
wrestling with as followers

Therefore

So where might you be more Herod than John. Ask the Holy Spirit to
help you do the good and right thing - taking a leap of faith and
following Jesus in every area of your life.



WEER 18 / READING &

Text - Mark 6:27-29

The man went, beheaded John in the prison, and brought back his
head on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her
mother. On hearing of this, John’s disciples came and took his body
and laid it in a tomb.

Thought

John'’s story reminds us of the possibility that we may be persecuted
for our faith in Jesus. But it also doesn't let us forget the certainty that
faces all of us one day...they took his body and laid it in a tomb.

Yet the hope in the Gospel is that because of the fact that Jesus body
did not remain in the tomb, because he walked out in resurrection
power, our death is not the end of our story.

Rather, as Glen Scrivener puts it

“through you (the resurrected Jesus), death's a gardener and we are
the seed.”

No matter “What"” brings us to our end, we must live with hope in the
"Who" who will bring us to life once again to be with him forever.

Therefore
“Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.
He has risen; he is not here.” Mark 16:6

So as you finish this week, ask for faith to face persecution, and for
hope in the resurrection!
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WHEN JESUS LANDED
AND SAW A LARGE
CROWD, HE HAD
COMPASSION ON THEM,
BECAUSE THEY WERE
LIKE SHEEP WITHOUT A
SHEPHERD.

MARK 6:34
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JESUS, SHEPHERD OF MY SOUL
SOVEREIGN GRACE




WEER 13 / READING |

Text - Numbers 27:12-17

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go up this mountain in the Abarim
Range and see the land | have given the Israelites. After you have
seen it, you too will be gathered to your people, as your brother
Aaron was, for when the community rebelled at the waters in the
Desert of Zin, both of you disobeyed my command to honor me as
holy before their eyes.” (These were the waters of Meribah Kadesh, in
the Desert of Zin.)

Moses said to the Lord, “May the Lord, the God who gives breath to
all living things, appoint someone over this community to go out and
come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in,
so the Lord’s people will not be like sheep without a shepherd.”

Thought

After 40 years of shepherding this people, Moses knew they needed
a shepherd, so his final act is to ask God for someone who will lead
them, so they would not be “like sheep without a shepherd.” But
Moses must have known himself and his own failures. Here he stands
unable to lead the people into the promised land because of his own
sin. The people needed someone who would lead them in the
wilderness, in the ways of God, into the Promised land and in the
Promised land. And for 1500 years, the people learn again and again
that merely human judges and kings share in Moses failures and sin,
just as they have.

Yet as Mark records Jesus stepping off a boat and having
compassion on a crowd because they were like sheep without a
shepherd, he's pointing to the fullness of God’s answer to Moses
prayer in the fullness of time. Here is the ultimate shepherd, fully
divine,, fully human who will shepherd those who follow him in faith
in the wilderness, in the ways of God, into the Promised land and in
the Promised land forever

Therefore

Thank God for the answer to Moses prayer 3500 years ago which we
find in Jesus the Good Shepherd. Ask him to shepherd you this week
in the green pastures and in the valleys



WEER 13 / READING 2

Text - Ezekiel 34 (read the whole chapter!!!)

”...I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. As a
shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will |
look after my sheep. | will rescue them from all the places where they
were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. | will bring them out
from the nations and gather them from the countries, and | will bring
them into their own land. | will pasture them on the mountains of
Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. | will tend
them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be
their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and
there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. |
myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the
Sovereign Lord. | will search for the lost and bring back the strays. |
will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak...l will place over
them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will
tend them and be their shepherd...

Thought

Because the judges and kings who were supposed to shepherd his
people have done such a terrible job, Ezekiel records God’s promise
to come and shepherd the flock himself...the passage from verse
11-16 is just incredible to read. But then we read that this shepherd
will be his servant David...which is weird, because David has been
dead for 400 years or so, and he wasn't exactly perfect. What's going
on? Well God had promised David, who he took “from the pasture,
from tending the flock” to be king, that his “throne will be established
forever” (2 Samuel 7). But the very kings that sat on his throne are the
very shepherds God has slammed. God needed to do something.
And so Micah 5 tells us of a ruler who will come from Bethlehem
(David’s birthplace) “whose origins are from of old, from ancient
time” and “"He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the
Lord...and they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to
the ends of the earth.” And so as we seen on Sunday, Jesus is “the
great shepherd of the sheep” (Hebrews 13:20).

Therefore
Thank God for his promise keeping character as we see the true
Shepherd King who was promised to the first shepherd king.



WEEH 13 / READING 3

Text - Micah 5:2-4
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”
Therefore Israel will be abandoned
until the time when she who is in labor bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return
to join the Israelites.
He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.

Thought

Micah looks forward to this ruler who will “shepherd his flock in the
strength of the Lord.” This ruler will come from Bethlehem Ephrathah.
Bethlehem means "house of bread” and Ephrathah means “fruitful.”

And so when Jesus sees people “like sheep without a shepherd” he
shepherds them...in the strength of the Lord as he feeds them bread,
both for their stomachs and their souls. His hands and his mouth are
fruitful, producing and providing what they need and more.

Yet this isn't just about a moment in time, this is a pointer to the
fullness of time, when God's people will be shepherded securely in
faith, through their lives the great shepherd until one day the world
will be a place of Bethlehem Ephrathah, a house, a home of fruitful
provision where there will be no more lack or hunger, but a place
where his people are forever satisfied in God.

Therefore
Thank Jesus for his provision and ask him to satisfy you today



WEER 13 / READING &

Text - Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd, | lack nothing.

He makes me lie down in green pastures,

he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul.

He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.

Even though | walk through the darkest valley,

| will fear no evil, for you are with me;

your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Thought

The problem with familiar passages of Scripture is that they are
familiar and so we miss the beauty found in the depth of them,
because we skim across the surface. As we found on Sunday, the
miraculous feeding of the 5000 is more than just a miracle story we
should be in awe at, but is a story that Mark uses to point to the
deeper realities of the miracle worker, his identity as the long
promised shepherd of God's people.

I'd love to think that as Mark listened to Peter recount the stories of
Jesus, he had an “Aha!” moment when Peter mentioned that the
people reclined on the green grass.. It's a seemingly insignificant
detail, but in the economy of God it is super valuable as it takes us
back to the 23rd Psalm and the shepherd who makes us lie down in
green pastures. | like to think of Mark excited as people read his
Gospel and have those “Aha!” moments themselves.

So as you read the 23rd Psalm today, don't skim it, search it, it for your
“Ahal” moment as the Spirit speaks to you. For me, | can't ever get
past the fourth word..."The Lord is MY shepherd”

Thought
So read, listen and give thanks to the God who sent the Good
Shepherd to rescue you, tend to you and lead you.



WEEH 13 / READING &

Text - John 10:10-16

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full.

| am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the
sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep
and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man
runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the
sheep.

I am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep know me-—
just as the Father knows me and | know the Father—and | lay down my
life for the sheep. | have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. |
must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall
be one flock and one shepherd.

Thought

Whilst Mark has done a masterful job in pointing us via the Old
Testament hyperlinks to Jesus identity as the Shepherd, John records
Jesus telling us to our face who he is.

| am the good shepherd.

And in what he says we see a contrast - The thief comes to rob life,
but he comes to give his life so his sheep can have life to the full.
What a cost and what a reward.

And we see a comparison - The relationship we can have with the
shepherd is the same as that Son has with the Father. What love.
What joy. What peace.

He truly is the good shepherd
Thought

And the question then is this. Is he your good shepherd? If he isn't,
the invitation is to receive him. If he his the only response is to rejoice



W Eljj ql

MARK 6.45-96 / WATER WALRING

REMEMBER

HE ALONE STRETCHE
OUT THE HEAVENS

AND TREADS ON TH
WAVES OF THE SEA.

JOB 9:8

HH@MIE

ongs for the week

THE KING IN ALL HIS BEAUTY
SOVEREIGN GRACE MUSIC




WEER 20 / READING 1

Text - Mark 5:21-24
He alone stretches out the heavens
and treads on the waves of the sea.

Thought

When | was younger | spent a significant amount of time making my
own animal scrapbook, drawing pictures and copying out (word for
word...l wasn't aware of plagiarism) facts from encyclopaedias. But
I'd never heard, until coming to write this devotion, of the Jesus
lizard!

Draco basiliscus is a lizard that can “run” on water (Flaps between
their toes help support basilisks, creating a larger surface and
pockets of air, giving them the buoyancy needed to run across
water...plagiarised from Wikipedia!)...at least for a short distance. So
when you come across a lizard running across your pond, you can
identify it as Draco basiliscus because that's what they do.

But this week we come to Jesus walking on the water and not
because big feet with flaps between his toes (how could he have
worn sandals? That's a joke by the way!). But we've been told by Job
that it's God who treads the waves of the sea, so when Mark tells us

this story, he wants us again to identify him as God, yet at the same
time God in flesh and blood.

The lizard eventually sinks...he's bound by the laws of nature. But
Jesus doesn't...because he'’s not. His power is supernatural. How
good to know that this Jesus is willing to use his super-natural power
to help struggling disciples.

Therefore

We finished church on Sunday by trying to see Jesus for who he is,
the king in all his beauty. So remember this week, in whatever you
face, Jesus can help you in his super-natural power.



WEEH 20 / READING 2

Text - Job 28:24 / Psalm 34:15
...he views the ends of the earth
and sees everything under the heavens.

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
and his ears are attentive to their cry;

Thought

Now I'm not asking if you were a fan of it, but have you ever seen any
of the hit TV show Big Brother? If you haven't ever seen it, it's a reality
TV show where contestants live together in a house under 24 hour
surveillance. The names comes from the “Big Brother is watching
you” slogan in the George Orwell novel 1984 where people in the
future (yes at one point 1984 was a futuristic dream) are under
constant surveillance by a controlling government.

Read Job 28:24 on its own and you might not be sure as to the
intentions of a God who sees everything under the heavens...is it
about coercive control or is it about compassionate care.

Throw Psalm 34 into the mix and we see it's the latter. And then we
see it played out in Mark 6 and Jesus seeing the disciples in trouble
and coming to help them in compassionate care.

As we said on Sunday, don't ever think that you're not seen, and don't
ever think that in Christ you are not cared for.

Think

So ask the Holy Spirit to help you go into today knowing that you are
seen and cared for! And maybe live that out as a reflection of Jesus,
notice others and care for them.



WEEH 20 / READING 3

Text - Mark 6:47-50 / 1 Kings 19:11-12

Later that night, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was
alone on land. He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the
wind was against them. Shortly before dawn he went out to them,
walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, but when they
saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried
out, because they all saw him and were terrified.

The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of
the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.”

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and
shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind.
After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in
the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper

Thought

If you're an Agathat Christie fan or a Cluedo player you're used to
trying to work out the evidence regarding someone who doesn'’t
want their identity to be known. But as Mark is giving us more and
more evidence to back up his claim that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, we see that Jesus actually wants the disciples to see who he
is. So he is about to pass by them in the same way God did to Elijah
(and Moses as we saw on Sunday)) as he revealed himself.

Of course the disciples hards were hardened so when they saw Jesus
they didn't see the Son of God, they saw what they assumed was a
spectre! Hard hearts find it hard to see Jesus, soft hearts are open to
his presence, his care and his help. So as you read on in the story, we
see softer hearts as Jesus steps into the boat.

Think

Maybe our problem isn’t that Jesus isn't present, but we can’t see him
because the circumstances or something else has hardened our
hearts. So if you're struggling to see Jesus in while you face whatever
it is that is blowing against you, ask the Holy Spirit to soften your
heart and open your eyes



WEEH 20 / READING &

Text - Psalm 77:10-19
Then | thought, “To this | will appeal:
the years when the Most High stretched out his right hand.
| will remember the deeds of the Lord;
yes, | will remember your miracles of long ago.
| will consider all your works
and meditate on all your mighty deeds.”
Your ways, God, are holy.
What god is as great as our God?
You are the God who performs miracles;
you display your power among the peoples.
With your mighty arm you redeemed your people,
the descendants of Jacob and Joseph.
The waters saw you, God,
the waters saw you and writhed;
the very depths were convulsed.
The clouds poured down water,
the heavens resounded with thunder;
your arrows flashed back and forth.
Your thunder was heard in the whirlwind,
your lightning lit up the world;
the earth trembled and quaked.
Your path led through the sea,
your way through the mighty waters,
though your footprints were not seen.

Thought

As Mark writes his gospel, he's using Peter as his source. So he's
relying on Peter remembering events and retelling them to Mark.
And that is a powerful witness to us, so that we know these stories.
But we're also able to remember these stories, once we know them,
and retell them to ourselves as a powerful witness when it feels like
we're lone in a boat, rowing against the winds and not getting
anywhere.



| came across this Psalm as | prepared for Lorna’s funeral, it's one she
mentioned in a recorded interview in church during a difficult season
of loss.

The Psalm begins with feelings of loss and abandonment and
questions about God's unfailing love and compassion. But then the
Psalmist decides to remember Gods mighty deeds and works and
miracles, and retell himself the story of the Exodus thorough the Red
Sea, where God showed up in power when disaster seemed
inevitable and overwhelming. And it gave him hope.

So remembering and retelling the mighty deed and works and
miracles of Jesus, whether it's his compassion in the feeding of the
5000 or his seeing and caring in the walking on the water, is an
essential faith practice. It is to decide to look up from our rowing, and
to look for the rescuer, and to trust in his rescue.

The greatest deed is of course his death and resurrection, a reminder
of his compassion on sheep without a shepherd, his care for hard
hearted people with no escape from the winds of their sin.

Thought

So if you're rowing hard this week...whether it's trying to get through
a difficult situation, or trying to make up for your own sin...take a
moment to rest and remember the Rescuer, the one who redeems his
people with a mighty arm.



WEEH £
4

MARK 6.45-36 / PRAYER

REMEMBER

AFTER
LEAVING THEM,
HE WENT UP
ON A
MOUNTAINSIDE
TO PRAY.

MARK 6:46

HEJ@N@E

ongs for the week

THE LORD’S PRAYER (IT’S YOURS)
WORSHIP INITIATIVE




WEER 21 / READING |

Text - Mark 6:46 / Psalm 22:1,24
After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me,
so far from my cries of anguish?

For he has not despised or scorned
the suffering of the afflicted one;
he has not hidden his face from him

but has listened to his cry for help.

Thought - Prayer is replicating what Jesus did

| have to confess that | was slightly inaccurate on Sunday when | said
that we read of three times Jesus prayed in Mark. There are three
times when we see Mark specifically highlight Jesus going off by
himself and spending time in prayer (and we can learn from that) but
we also find Jesus praying at a moment when he simply can’t get
away. As he hangs on the cross, he utters the words, "My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” He's praying in the midst of crisis
(and we can learn from that), but what | want us to see today is what
he is praying.

He's using the words of Psalm 22 as his prayer...so as well as Jesus
modelling the act of prayer, he's modelling a way to pray - using the
Psalms. The Psalms help us because they give voice to "all the griefs,
sorrows, fears, doubts, hopes, cares, perplexities, in short, all the
distracting emotions with which the minds of men are wont to be
agitated” (John Calvin) but they also are grounded in the truth of
God's power and his purposes. As Jesus prays the first verses of
Psalm 22, crying out about his forsakenness, his foundation is the
faithfulness of a God who listens, a God who loves his people and a
God who will liberates his people

Think
Take time to read all of Psalm 22 today. Maybe it speaks into your
situation and you can use it as a prayer.



WEER 21 / READING 2

Text - Psalm 31:7

| will be glad and rejoice in your love,
for you saw my affliction
and knew the anguish of my soul.

Thought - Prayer is rejoicing

If you look through the Psalms, they are full of calls to rejoice in God,
in his acts, in his works, in his deeds, in his salvation. And when we
consider all that God has done, is doing and will do, we can find
much to rejoice in. But our rejoicing ultimately finds its roots, not in
what God does, but why God does it.

Todays Psalm speaks about rejoicing in God's love. God's acts, works,
deeds, salvation flow from his heart, his love for his people. And
indeed, it's his love that makes a way for us to even come to him in
prayer.

For my birthday Heather got me a collection of prayers...I'm sure
you'll hear lots of them over the next while, but the very first one
really stuck with me as | read it last night and as | thought about
rejoicing this morning. Here's an excerpt...

This is your love, the love of a Father, going out in kindness & bounty.
Your love is an eternal love, fixed on us before the foundation of the
world, before we were, or had done, the least good.

This thought alone makes all that is within us leap for joy.

We bow our souls in humble, holy reverence and rejoice before you
with trembling

Help us, we pray to believe that such is your fatherly heart towards us.
May our minds know it, may our wills embrace it, may our affections

be filled with it.

Therefore

So give Psalm 31 a read today and rejoice in what Gos has done and
what we can ask God to do, and rejoice further at the “why” - his love
for us. Use the little excerpt, if it's helpful, to pray.



WEEH 21 / READING 3

Text - Psalm 62:5-8
Yes, my soul, find rest in God,;
my hope comes from him.
Truly he is my rock and my salvation;
he is my fortress, | will not be shaken.
My salvation and my honour depend on God,;
he is my mighty rock, my refuge.
Trust in him at all times, you people;
pour out your hearts to him,
for God is our refuge.

Thought - Prayer is resting

In my BB days we had to do a few camping weekends and
expeditions...out of Tollymore and into the forest and the mountains.
We were instructed to return with a log...a record of our travels...
although one guy (not me, | promise) returned carrying an actual
wooden log. For him, more than the rest of us, that moment of
putting down his bags, and his log, and finding rest was pretty sweet.

We all carry lots through life's journey, responsibilities, expectations,
anxieties, stresses, worries, grief, hurt, and the weight of these things
exhausts our physical and emotional and spiritual energy. And none
of them simply sitin a backpack we can take off and then lie down.
We carry them in our heads and hearts. Yet prayer is an opportunity
to unburden ourselves and to find rest for our souls. To come to the
one who is our rock and salvation, our refuge, and pour out our
hearts, unburdening ourselves and asking for the restoration and
energy that we need to carry on is the rest we need.

Prayer is rest. Prayer is the way our souls find rest in God alone.

Think

So if you're weary, tired, exhausted...Psalm 62 has the answer. It
invites us to find rest in God alone. So simply ask him to take the
weight, to give you rest.



WEER 21 / READING 4

Text - Psalm 67:1-5

May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face shine on us—

so that your ways may be known on earth,
your salvation among all nations.

May the peoples praise you, God;
may all the peoples praise you.

May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you rule the peoples with equity
and guide the nations of the earth.

May the peoples praise you, God;
may all the peoples praise you.

Thought - Prayer is remembering

The words of the first verse of Palm 67 overlap a little with the Aaronic
blessing, that ancient blessing of Aaron from Numbers 6, that we sing
in that sacred and special moment after a baptism. The things asked
for in that song and in this Psalm are wonderful, the blessing of God.

But when we baptise a baby, or indeed an adult, we welcome them
into a church family who are not simply about being blessed, but
being a blessing. Right back at the start of God's restoration plan, as
God made his promise to Abraham that he would bless him,
graciously as Abraham put his faith in him, he also told him that he
would be a blessing.

So in prayer we come to enjoy the blessing of rest as we discussed
yesterday, but we also can’t help but remember that we are blessed
in order to be a blessing. We rest so that we can GO again and again
so that God's ways may be known on earth and his salvation among
all nations. Prayer is rest, but it is also remembering our responsibility,
our calling, our privilege to be a blessing to the world around us

Think

Maybe you've been caught up in all the stuff that tires you. Maybe
today is a chance to ask God to help you remember your calling and
see where you can be a blessing today
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MARR 1.1-23 / RANDS & REART

REMEMBER

CREATE IN ME
A PURE HEART, O GOD,
AND RENEW A
STEADFAST SPIRIT
WITHIN ME.

PSALM 51:10

HH@MIE

ongs for the week

GIVE US CLEAN HANDS
GRACE CHURCH/ST LOUIS




WEEH 22 / READING |

Text - Psalm 24:3-6

Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord?
Who may stand in his holy place?

The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not trust in an idol
or swear by a false god.

They will receive blessing from the Lord
and vindication from God their Savior.

Such is the generation of those who seek him,
who seek your face, God of Jacob.

Thought
The arrival of COVID made hand hygiene a big thing. Hand gel,
sanitising stations...and songs to sing while washing your hands.

For the Pharisees in Mark 7:1-23 this week, who are bound to have
known this Psalm, hand washing was a big deal. But we also learnt
this week that cleaning on the outside has no impact on the inside.
Clean hands don't mean a pure heart.

But switch it round and you're heading in the right direction...a pure
heart overflows to clean hands doing good and God-Honouring
things. The problem now is how to get a pure heart.

But that's exactly why Jesus came. to save us form our impure hearts
and give us a new pure one

Therefore

So give thanks for the fact that we have been given a new heart
(Ezekiel 36:26) and ask God to keep making it pure (Psalm 51:10)



WEER 22 / READING 2

Text - Isaiah 29:13
The Lord says:
"These people come near to me with their mouth
and honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.
Their worship of me
is based on merely human rules they have been taught.

Thought

Maybe you love a good fancy dress party...or you're a bit of an actor
(pantomimes and kids ministry dramas count!)...pretending to be
something we're not...which can be funny or scary (those pantomime
dames!!!) or both..either way, it's entertaining.

But as Isaiah records God's words here, God isn't amused by the play
acting of the leaders of the people. Publicly they say their prayers
and play the part of godly leaders, but behind the mask they're
trusting themselves instead of God. The people haven't spotted it but
God sees.

We'd hate to have others find those areas of our Christian lives where
we wear a mask, but God sees and knows hearts that are far from
him. And he simply wants them to come back.

Therefore

What areas of your Christian life do you wear a mask in...where you
honour God with your lips but your heart is running down the road
away from him. Take this opportunity today to take off the mask and
reduce the distance.



WEEH 22 / READING 3

Text - Jeremiah 17:9-10
The heart is deceitful above all things
and beyond cure.
Who can understand it?
“| the Lord search the heart
and examine the mind,
to reward each person according to their conduct,
according to what their deeds deserve.”

Thought
We all love a win-win situation...like having cream buns dropped into
your house when your wife has a dairy free diet..."l really shouldn't

eat two eclairs, but it'd be shame to see tham go to waste

But the verse today seem like the opposite...they're more lose lose.
So you're saying my heart is beyond cure...but then your going to
examine it and reward me depending on how it performs...

Yet the good news of the Gospel is that Jesus takes the “reward” for
our sin sick hearts and then gives us a new heart. Which feels very
much like we're back to win-win again.

THEREFORE

Don't forget this today, when you're battle with sin is registering more
losses than wins. Jesus takes the reward



WEER 22 / READING 4

Text - Hosea 11:7-9
My people are determined to turn from me.
Even though they call me God Most High,
| will by no means exalt them.
"How can | give you up, Ephraim?
How can | hand you over, Israel?
How can | treat you like Admah?
How can | make you like Zeboyim?
My heart is changed within me;
all my compassion is aroused.
| will not carry out my fierce anger,
nor will | devastate Ephraim again.
For | am God, and not a man—
the Holy One among you.

Thought
Here'’s a brilliant quote from Gentle and Lowly by Dane Ortlund to
accompany todays passage from Hosea

The key observation is this: it is in consideration of his people’s sins
that God's heart goes out to them in compassion. God looks at his
people in all their moral filth. They have proven their waywardness
time and again - not occasionally, but they are [“determined to turn
from me"]....So what happens inside of God...We are given a rare
glimpse into the very centre of who God is, and we see and feel the
deeply affectional convulsing within the very being of God. His heart
is inflamed with pity and compassion for his people. He simply
cannot give them up. Nothing could cause him to abandon them.
They are his.

The sins of those who belong to God open the floodgates of his
heart of compassion for us. The dam breaks. It is not our loveliness
that wins his love. It is our unloveliness. Our hearts gasp to catch up
with this. It is not how the world around us works. It is not how our
own hearts work. But we bow in humble submission, letting God set
the terms by which he will love us.”

Therefore
Take a moment and let your heart catch up with this truth today.
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MARR 1.24-37 / AWRWARD

REMEMBER

PEOPLE WERE
OVERWHELMED WITH
AMAZEMENT. "HE HAS
DONE EVERY THING
WELL,” THEY SAID.

MARK 7:37

HH@MIE

ongs for the week

YOU DO ALL THINGS WELL
TENTH AVENUE NORTH




WEEH 23 / READING 1

Text - Romans 8:22-25

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains
of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we
wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our
bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no
hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

Thought
The two stories in this weeks passage are different stories but contain
many similarities...like suffering.

We have a mother whose daughter is possessed by an impure spirit,
which causes suffering for the daughter and for the mother (in
Matthew's [15:22] account the mum asks Jesus, “Lord, Son of David,
have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering
terribly.”

And we have a man who is deaf and unable to speak.

As we read of these people we're reminded of all the ways we have
faced and face suffering caused by the impact of the Fall...the
oppression of evil spiritual forces and the brokenness of our bodies.

No wonder describes creation as groaning, yet when we read the rest
of his metaphor, he describes hope as well. “"We know that the whole
creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to
the present time”

There is the promise of something that will one day destroy any
legacy suffering has in our lives. There is hope in the one who, even
in our suffering, even as we groan, is doing and will do all things well.

Therefore
Take time to read the wider passage, Romans 8:18-30 and ask the
Spirit to give you hope and help as you groan.



WEER 23 / READING 2

Text - Psalm 69:1-2
Save me, O God,
for the waters have come up to my neck.
| sink in the miry depths,
where there is no foothold.
| have come into the deep waters;
the floods engulf me.

Thought

One of the funniest shows is Impractical Jokers (the American one)
where four friends put each other in situations where they have to say
and do what the others tell them. At the end of the show, the loser
has a punishment. And one of these punishments entailed Sal (who
has a phobia of cats) being locked in a room into which a tiger
wandered. He was terrified (hilariously so!!!) and was begging at the
door to be let out. He couldnt help himself or save himself so in
desperation he's begging at the door.

None of the situations in this weeks passage are punishments but the
people find themselves in a similarly helpless situation to Sal. They
are unable to fix, help, heal the people they are concerned about so
in desperation they come to Jesus. Both stories have the word
"begged” in them that highlights this for us.

And as the suffering reminds us of our suffering, so the desperate
dependence on Jesus as the one to help reminds us of our only
response to suffering.

And Jesus isn't sniggering at our situation in another room, like Sal’s
friends were, he's right there to help.

Therefore
Maybe you could use the words of Psalm 69 as your desperate prayer
today, either for yourself, or for someone else.



WEEH 23 / READING 3

Text - Mark 7:24-25

Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a
house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his
presence secret. In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman
whose little daughter was possessed by an impure spirit came and
fell at his feet.

Thought

It seems like Jesus has headed to Tyre and booked an AirBnB for him
and the disciples for a chance to regroup, recharge and rest. Maybe it
was a chance for him to invest more teaching time with his disciples
because they have been so busy. But whatever the plan, it didn't work
out, because "he could not keep his presence secret” Maybe
someone had caught a glimpse of him at the local farm shop,
snapped him on their phone and called the press...who knows?

At that point it might have been something unwanted, but it made
me think that now it is something we should desire, and indeed
something that Jesus desires...both for our own homes and our
churches. As individuals and as a church, we are where Jesus makes
his home by his Spirit, so it should be impossible for us to keep Jesus
presence secret and have people coming to us desperate to meet
and find help in Jesus.

Of course that's often not the case. Our homes are more reflective of
our sin than our Saviour. Out churches are often more reflective of
our likes than our Lord. So we need to think about how we can shape
our homes and churches to reflect more of Jesus, so that his
presence isn't secret but obvious and inviting to the world around us

THEREFORE

So take time today to think and repent over the sin that hides the
presence of Jesus in your home. And consider also you can
contribute to making church a place that shines with the light of
Jesus.



WEER 23 / READING &

Text - Mark 7:36-37

Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so,
the more they kept talking about it. People were overwhelmed with
amazement. “"He has done everything well,” they said. “"He even
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

Thought

If you've ever taken young kids to the cinema you'll probably have
had the experience of trying to get them to be quiet and just watch
the movie, but all they want to do is ask questions and talk about
what's happening (let's not talk about the adults who do this as
welllll). Jesus is having one of those moments, trying to get people
to be quiet, but they just keep on talking, and all the more so.

And it's entirely understandable, isn't it. If you'd seen that,
experienced that, then you'd be talking about it too wouldn't you?

And so there’s an irony when the command in the Bible is flipped...
when Jesus tells us to go and tell, and then the church sometimes are
the ones who become mute.

Yet we've had a greater transformation from deaf to hearing, mute to
speaking, we've gone from dead to living, because of God's grace
and so we should be people who keep talking about it.

I'm not saying we all need megaphones and doing door to door on
our way home from work, but the person of Jesus and his work in our
lives should be something that flows naturally from our lips and into
our converstaions and relationships when the opportunity arises.

Therefore
Maybe our prayer today would be to ask the Holy Spirit to help us
"hear” opportunities and “speak” good news into them.
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MARK 8.22-30 / MESSIAR

REMEMBER

“WHO DO YOU SAY | AM?”
PETER ANSWERED,
YOU ARE THE MESSIAH.

MARK 8:29

HEMMIE

ongs for the week

MESSIAH
GAS STREET MUSIC

READ

There were no devotions this week so take time to read and reread
the passage and let Jesus question to Peter be his question to you!
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MARK 8.31-3.1 / MESSIAR-TTASTER

REMEMBER

WHOEVER WANTS

TO BE MY DISCIPLE

MUST DENY THEMSELVES
AND TAKE UP THEIR CROSS
AND FOLLOW ME.

MARK 8:34

HH@MIE

ongs for the week

HYMN OF SURRENDER
WORSHIP INITIATIVE




WEEH 25 / READING |

Text - Mark 8:31 / Isaiah 53:10

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days
rise again.

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin,

Thought

A few verses earlier when Jesus asks Peter, “Who do you say | am?”
Peter must have thought he was onto a winner..."You are the
Messiah.” But with these words, Peter's winner seems to be
transformed into a loser.

Yet even before Jesus rebukes Peter, one word shows us that this isn't
the case. It's the word “must.” It's not “might” or “will” as if the elders,
experts and executioners hold all the cards. It's “must” because God
is in control.

And so what will happen to Jesus is not to do with the power of Jesus
enemies but rather the purposes of his Father, as Father and Son in
the power of the Spirit work through the way to deal with our sin and
rescue us into the kingdom through forgiveness and redemption.

What “must” happen is not a win for the the elders, the chief priests
and the teachers of the law, but the will of the Lord as he works out
our salvation

Therefore

At this point in Mark, the direction of travel for Jesus is Jerusalem and
suffering, rejection and death. Give thanks to the Messiah, who,
because of his love for us and his surrender to the Father ,“set his
face to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51).



WEER 25 / READING 2

Text - Mark 8:32-33 / Romans 11:33-34

He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him.

But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter.
"Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the
concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
“For who has known the mind of the Lord,

or who has been his counsellor?”

Thought

| can sometimes be a bit of a control freak, doing and taking control f
everything...because | know in my head how | envision things being
down and working out...and if I'm honest, I'm probably convinced
that my way is the best way.

This obviously isnt great from me...it smacks of selfishness and
arrogance...or for others...it robs them of opportunities and
dishonours the fact that they may well be better and wiser and more
skilled at a task.

As Peter rebukes Jesus, he's trying to control the narrative of the
Messiah...he selfishly is thinking of how his own hopes seem to be
disappearing out the window and is arrogantly telling the Son of God
how this should all proceed...and in the process is trying to rob Jesus
the opportunity of being glorified through sacrifice and is
dishonouring the depth of the wisdom and the knowledge of God.

He needs to stop trying to take control and start trusting in God’s
unsearchable judgements and inscrutable ways...because God
knows what he is doing, and the Messiah will do all that Peter could
dream of and more in his suffering, rejection, death and rising!



Therefore

Maybe there is a situation (or situations) where you need to do a role
reversal...where you need to stop counselling God as to what should
happen (and getting frustrated/angry/disappointed that he isn't
listening to you) and where you need to start trusting him and his
ways. We may be full of questions about the detail of our lives, but
about the big picture we need have no doubt. God knows what he is
doing far better than we do, and therefore we can rest in the depth of

the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God without fear and with
hope.



WEEH 25 / READING 3

Text - Mark 8:34-35 / Acts 1:8

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said:
"Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will
lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save
it.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Thought

| was recently at a Board of Governors meeting starting the process
of appointing a new principal for Wheatfield, and one of the things
we needed to go through was the job description. Here's what is
expected of you if you want to do the job, fulfil the role.

And here we have the job description of a disciple...
e Deny yourself - hand over control to Jesus as your Master
e Take up your cross - suffer willingly for Jesus and for the gospel
e Follow him - keep in step with Jesus wherever he leads you

After the job description came the essential criteria. Here's what you
need to come and do this job in terms of experience and skills. What
are the essential criteria for being a self-denying, cross-taking up and
Jesus following disciple. It's not about skills or experience, it's about
the Holy Spirit empowering us to sacrificially follow Jesus as Master.
Jesus lays out this demanding job description but fulfils the one
essential criteria by giving us the Holy Spirit.

THEREFORE

So maybe reading the job description puts you off...or makes you
think that you'd totally fail a performance review. Remember that this
calling is done under your own strength, but in the power of the
Spirit who will be(if you're not a follower yet) or has been (if you are)
given to you. Respond to the call today by relying on Him today.



WEER 25 / READING &

Text - Mark 8:34-35/ 1 John 2:15-17

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said:
"Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will
lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save
it.

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—
the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is
not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing
away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides
forever.

Thought

At first the cost of the call of Jesus to follow him seems too much...
surrendering total control of your life and suffering because of it, but
today we focus on the conclusion...of a life following Jesus, or a life
focussed on satisfying the self.

One writer describes it like this..."The result of the decision to
renounce all and follow Christ is the great paradox of the Christian
life. By giving up our physical lives for Jesus and for the gospel, we
gain true spiritual life. Those who strive to protect all they have -
wealth, power, prestige - in the end lose it, since this world is passing
away"

Loving this world and making big plans for yourself in this world is
the the ultimate in short-termism. There is an eternity of life to the full
that God invites us into. The way is to find forgiveness in Christ and to
follow him...which means denying ourselves and taking up our
crosses daily. In the short term it costs us, but in the long term, the
reward, free and full life forever with God is absolutely worth it.

Therefore

Ask the Spirit to diminish the love of the world in you today and to fill
you with love of the Father so that you may do his will today. And
pray it again tomorrow...and the day after...and the day after...



WEER 25 / READING o

Text - Mark 8:36-38 / 1 Peter 5:4

What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their
soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? If anyone is
ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes
in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading
crown of glory.

Thought

| was reading an article the other day about how foolish it seemed for
David Beckham, global football megastar to make a move to LA
Galaxy when he did. But David Beckham was smart and his contract
conditions at LA Galaxy (not just pay but a percentage of profits on
shirt and food sales etc) as well as an option to buy a football
franchise in the American Major League Soccer at a knockdown price
(only 25 million dollars...that's knockdown for a football club
apparently) meant that his foolish move has almost made him a
billionaire (Inter Miami is now worth over 600 million dollars plus the
Messi effect).

There's a part of me that would love to be David Beckham and have
all that money...yet Jesus cautions us, if that's your goal, even if you
get it, what good is it unless you take care of your soul, first and
foremost.

There's a part of me also that would love to be like David Beckham
and ignore the opinions of the world and pursue with confidence
and courage what seems to be foolish...for us that's the life of a
disciple, denying ourselves and taking up our crosses...only to find
the reward is beyond imagination!

Therefore

Today when the desires of the world tempt you to focus on them,
remember the value of your soul, your spiritual life, your eternal
future...and when the responsibilities of being a disciple seem costly,
remember the reward of glory you will share with Jesus.



IEEH 26

MARK 3.1-13 / BEROLD

REMEMBER

AND WE ALL,

WHO WITH UNVEILED FACES
CONTEMPLATE THE LORD’S GLORY,
ARE BEING TRANSFORMED

INTO HIS IMAGE

WITH EVER-INCREASING GLORY,
WHICH COMES FROM THE LORD,
WHO IS THE SPIRIT.

2 CORINTHIANS 3:18

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

TURN YOUR EYES
SOVEREIGN GRACE




WEEH 26 / READING 1

Text - Mark 9:1-8

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led
them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was
transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter
than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there appeared
before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up
three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did
not know what to say, they were so frightened.)

Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from
the cloud: “This is my Son, whom | love. Listen to him!”

Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with
them except Jesus.

Thought
Have you ever just wanted to go home?

Maybe you've been at uni and it's been really tough or on a trip that
has been disastrous and you just want to go home to what is safe and
familiar and comfortable.

As Jesus stands on this mountaintop, heaven is just there...home is
an option...where do you think Moses and Elijah disappear to? But
Jesus chooses to stay. Why? Because of his mission and his heart. His
mission is to go down the mountain so he can take up his cross, climb
another hill to suffer and die to save us from our sins.

He will be home one day, and one day he'll make this earth his home
once again. But at that point he stayed, because the heart of his
mission was you and his heart was and is for you.

He stayed for you.

Therefore
Give thanks to Jesus that his heart is stayed on you!



WEEH 26 / READING 2

Text - 2 Peter 1:16-21

For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you
about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were
eyewitnesses of his majesty. He received honour and glory from God
the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory,
saying, “This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.” We
ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with
him on the sacred mountain.

We also have the prophetic message as something completely
reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture
came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. For
prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though
human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Thought

We all know from a good courtroom drama the power of the
eyewitness. Someone who was actually there, who saw what
happened with their own eyes. And we all know the damage a made
up story can do when it takes us away from what is actually true.

This might make you wonder about me, but one of the books I've
read before is The Tibetan Book of the Dead. It's a Tibetan Buddhist
text that claims to reveal the secrets of enlightened living and life
after death. | read it because a friend was reading it and I'd offered to
read it and talk about it. For me the desire was to help them see that
it is cleverly devised stories and maybe have a chance to help them
see the Son, whom the Father loves, and who loves them.

That insight into Jesus the Son comes obviously from the Bible, full of
eyewitnesses to him and the truth spoken through the biblical

authors through the Holy Spirit and shines like light in the darkness

Therefore



So as you read the Bible, let it be a light shining into the dark places
of your life, the sins and struggles and doubts, until the day dawns
and the morning star rises in your hearts.



WEEH 26 / READING 3

Text - John 14:26 / 1 John 1:1-4

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything |
have said to you.

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—the life was made
manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the
eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—
that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that
you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing
these things so that our joy may be complete.

Thought

Maybe you've had the opportunity to stay somewhere on holiday
where the view from the window is so breathtaking...whether that is
wild like the African savannah, vast like the French Alps or closer to
home like the North Coast...you take the opportunity every day just
to take it in.

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, John has been testifying and
proclaiming and now writing of what he witnesses and his “intention
is that the faith and life he received by seeing the glory of Christ, his
readers would also be able to receive by seeing what he saw-the
glory of Christ shining through the inspired writing” (Reading the
Bible Supernaturally: Seeing and Savoring the Glory of God in
Scripture / John Piper)

| love the way John Piper sees the Bible. He says “reading what is
written is a window onto the glory of Christ” What a great way to see
the Bible, as a window with a view so breathtaking we'd be foolish to
walk on by it.



And believing that this is what we'll see..."the glory of Christ shining
through the inspired writing!”...is what should give us expectancy
and endurance when it comes to picking up our Bibles day after day
after day.

THEREFORE

You'll look out lots of windows this week, maybe some of them will
be stunning views and not just traffic on the Crumlin Road! But make
sure you take time to look through the window that will in the power
of the Holy Spirit give you a clear view of the glory of Jesus.



WEER 26 / READING &

Text - 2 Corinthians 3:12-18 / Philippians 1:3-6

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not
like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites
from seeing the end of what was passing away. But their minds were
made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old
covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it
taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their
hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s
glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

| thank my God every time | remember you. In all my prayers for all of
you, | always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel
from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day
of Christ Jesus.

Thought

The Greek word for transfigure that Mark uses is also used by Paul for
the word transform...it's metamorphoun...as in metamorphosis, like a
tadpole to a frog or a caterpillar to a butterfly (or a teenager to a
Mighty Morphin’ Power Ranger!)

Whilst these things happen naturally to the caterpillar and the
tadpole, we see it doesn't happen naturally with us. It's looking at
Jesus...contemplating him, beholding his glory...that transforms us,
and to see Jesus we need to have a veil lifted from our eyes.

That's miraculous stuff, the Holy Spirit actually turning us to Jesus and
opening the eyes of people who are dead in their sins, and then
taking what we are and transforming us into the image of Jesus...with
an ever-increasing glory!

So if you're a Christian you're a walking miracle and an ongoing one
at that!



And like a frog can't return to being a tadpole and a caterpillar can’t
return to being a butterfly, there is a certainty and inevitability about
the work of the Spirit in the lives of those in whom he is present. We
should share Paul's confidence about ourselves and about our
brothers and sisters in Christ “that he who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians
1:6)

Therefore

If you haven't already this week, give "Turn your eyes" a listen and
then ask the Holy Spirit to help you and our church family to turn our
eyes upon Jesus, and take confidence in his work in us, even when
you might see mess and failure.



WEER 26 / READING o

Text - 1 John 3:1-3

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be
called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world
does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we
are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made
known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him,
for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure.

Thought

The miracle we talked about yesterday is a miracle born of love...the
love of a Father forgiving us and adopting us into his family. But he
isn't done with us, he has more for us...one day we will be like Christ,
his Son, and one day we will not just have a glimpse of a
transfiguration but we will see Jesus face to face in the new creation.

This is our hope.

This hope keeps us going in a world that is difficult and dark...but this
hope is also a motivation to not remain passive in this transformation.
This hope motivates us to give ourselves to the work of the Holy Spirit
in us, to desire it, to engage with it, to enjoy it, to be thankful for it...
even when it is difficult and uncomfortable and painful.

Because we want to see Jesus as he is and we want to be like Jesus
as he is.

Therefore
We'll end this week with a prayer...

Father, thank you for lavishing your love on me

Jesus, thank you that one day | will see you as you are
Holy Spirit, help me to purify myself for the sake of Jesus.
Amen



WEEH Cf
/

MARR 3.14-23 /IF...

REMEMBER

‘| DO BELIEVE;
HELP ME
OVERCOME
MY UNBELIEF!

MARK 9:24

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

BIFROST ARTS / LORD, | BELIEVE
AUDREY ASSAD / HELP MY UNBELIEF




WEEH 2] / READING |

Text - Mark 9:14 / Psalm 23:1-4
When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd
around them and the teachers of the law arguing with them.

The Lord is my shepherd, | lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,

he refreshes my soul.

He guides me along the right paths

for his name’s sake.

Even though | walk

through the darkest valley,

| will fear no evil,

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.

Thought

We talked on Sunday about those mountaintop moments in life...
where the beauty or joy or contentment is so overwhelming that we
could stay there forever...if only we could. Yet we see in this weeks
passage that although we may be blessed with mountain top
experiences at times, the journey of discipleship always means a
return to the valley.

Mountaintop moments give us glimpses of the future, of what lies
ahead in the presence of God...the shalom that was experienced in
the first mountain top experience in the Garden of Eden and will be
experienced again when Jesus makes all things new. But the world
we live in and the world we're called to follow Jesus it...is a world at
the bottom of the mountain in the valley.

The three disciples travelled from awe and wonder atop the
mountain to the chaos of conflict and conclusions, sin and suffering at
the bottom. Being a disciple of Jesus is not always easy. We may
enjoy times of fellowship with God and his people, but then we
return to our everyday context...in the valley. Yet just as Jesus was



present with the disciples on top of the mountain and at the bottom,
so too is he with us in the mountaintop experiences and in the
valley...so we have nothing to fear, he is with us comforting us,
protecting us, helping us. This is what we can believe.

Therefore

So on Monday morning you may well find yourself in the depths of
the valley...conflict, anxiety, challenge, grief. The Good Shepherd
Jesus walks the valley with you. Bring your concerns and fears and
griefs to him, and let his comfort surround you.



WEER 2/ / READING 2

Text - Mark 9:14-19 / John 6:40

When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd
around them and the teachers of the law arguing with them.

As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with
wonder and ran to greet him.

"What are you arguing with them about?” he asked.

A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, | brought you my son, who is
possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it
seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth,
gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. | asked your disciples to drive
out the spirit, but they could not.”

"You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall | stay
with you? How long shall | put up with you? Bring the boy to me.”

For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and
believes in him shall have eternal life, and | will raise them up at the
last day.”

Thought

A few weeks ago Coldplay played in Dublin, but the day before the
concert, Chris Martin did a little bit of busking on Grafton Street...and
the crowds flocked to see him. As soon as they saw him, you could
say, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to listen to him at
least.

The crowd have seen the father with the demon possessed son, and
they've seen the disciples failure (more on that tomorrow), and
they've listened to the arguments and accusations and mockery
possibly of the teachers of the law. And nothing has changed for
them.

But when they see Jesus...they were overwhelmed with wonder and
ran to greet him. Now I'm not saying...or even suggesting that every
person in that crowd became a follower of Jesus, but the event puts
me in mind of Jesus words in John 6:40 (see above). People need to



see Jesus, and in wonder, look to him as the Son and believe in him
as the Messiah, and then they will have eternal life.

The disciples had the opportunity for the people to “see Jesus” by
doing what he called them to do in his power. Every day we have the
opportunity to help people see Jesus in how we interact with them
and love them and serve them and pray for them...and then we trust
the Holy Spirit to help them look to Jesus as their Messiah.

Therefore

So today, resolve yourself to, depending on Jesus, help people see
him in all that you do...and pray, asking the Holy Spirit to help people
look to Jesus as their Messiah.



WEEH 2] / READING 3

Text - Mark 9:20-24

So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw
the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around,
foaming at the mouth.

Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?”
“From childhood,” he answered. "It has often thrown him into fire or
water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help
us.”

"If you can'?” said Jesus. "Everything is possible for one who
believes.”

Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “l do believe; help me
overcome my unbelief!”.

Thought

There are two sorts of people who climb to the top of the platform to
do a bungee jump. They all think they're going to do it, but when
they get to the top some of them shrink back and cling on...and
climb back down. They all believe they're going to do it as they climb
the ladder, but the platform reveals the reality of that belief.

As the father comes to Jesus with his son, he has a moment, standing
of the edge of the platform that reveals the reality of his belief. IT's
been shaken by the disciples and whilst he has come to Jesus, his
words..."if you can...” reveal that his belief is shaky.

And he suddenly gets it! The issue isn't the ability of Jesus to heal his
son, the issue is his belief, and so he asks for what he needs in that
moment..."”l believe. Help me overcome my unbelief.”

Charles Spurgeon’s sermon on this passage is entitled Feeble Faith in
a Strong Saviour, which captures the man'’s, and our, reality. Jesus is
strong, but often our faith is weak...yet, look what Jesus does for the
one who comes to him honestly and asks for faith.

THEREFORE



Maybe whatever you're facing has you wavering at the edge of the
platform of faith and you're full of doubts that Jesus could or even
would help you. Take a leap of feeble faith and ask him for more, to
trust him in increasing ways as you pray into whatever situation you

face.



WEER 27 / READING &

Text - Mark 9:21-27 / 1 John 3:8

Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?”
“From childhood,” he answered. "It has often thrown him into fire or
water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help
us.”

"If you can'?” said Jesus. "Everything is possible for one who
believes.”

Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “| do believe; help me
overcome my unbelief!”

When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked
the impure spirit. “You deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command
you, come out of him and never enter him again.”

The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy
looked so much like a corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” But Jesus

took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.

Thought

Some of you will have been in hospital wired up to a heart monitor
tracking the beat of your heart and your pulse...and so over time you
can track how well your heart has been performing. | wonder what we
would see if this father had been wired up to a faith tracker.

Would it have been spiking when he came to the disciples...this
group of Jesus followers who had cast out demons before...but then
plummets when they cant help his son and then there’s a small
increase as he comes to Jesus, which shoots up a bit when Jesus tells
him, “Everything is possible for one who believes” and the man
exclaims, “l do believe...” yet he's aware that his faith trace could be a
lot healthier - "... help me overcome my unbelief!”

And then Jesus acts commanding the impure spirit to leave the
boy...but what do you think might with this imaginary faith trace as
the boy is convulsed and drops to the floor looking like a corpse...If it
was me, mine would have bottomed out...but then Jesus takes the
boys hand, lifts him to his feet and he stood up.



Jesus did what the man asked...it was possible...because of Jesus
mercy and power. He is the one who came to destroy the works of
the devil...so he cast out the demon and restored the boy from the

physical damage the demon did upon leaving. He is worthy of our
faith.

| guess when we have our eyes fixed on our circumstances our faith
can waiver because it doesn’t always look like Jesus is in control...
sometimes circumstances get worse before they get better...but if we
fix our eyes on Jesus, the one who is merciful and powerful, the one
who will destroy the works of the devil, we can have a firm faith
despite our circumstances.

Therefore

How is your faith trace given the circumstances you're in? Ask the
Holy Spirit to help you fix your eyes on Jesus, on his mercy and
power and his promise to destroy the works of the devil...even when
things seem to be getting worse.



WEER 27 / READING 5

Text - Mark 9:28-29 / Matthew 17:19-20

After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, “Why
couldnt we drive it out?”

He replied, “This kind can come out only by prayer.”

Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why couldn’t
we drive it out?”

He replied, "“Because you have so little faith. Truly | tell you, if you
have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain,
'‘Move from here to there, and it will move. Nothing will be
impossible for you.”

Thought

Mark’s account of the boy being healed is repeated by Matthew, but
when we get to the crux of the disciples problem...that they couldn't
cast out the demon...it seems Mark and Matthew record different
answers to the question...or do they?

Mark records Jesus answer as being about prayer...implying that the
disciples didn't pray. We don't read of Jesus actually stopping to pray
before he healed the boy...but that tells us something about prayer.

Prayer is more than just words, prayer is an expression of faith, a
dependence on God...which we could do with every moment of the
day. The disciples it seemed had so little faith in Jesus at that moment
they relied on their own strength and ability. And their own strength
and ability was tiny and feeble and incapable of causing out the
demon.

But even if they had faith as small as a mustard seed, it would have
had them depending on the power of God to heal...and the power
of God is tiny and feeble but total and infinite.

Therefore

As you finish off this week, finish it off in faith...even as small as a
mustard seed...depending on God's power. And continue to pray, “I
do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”



REMEMBER

"ANYONE
WHO WANTS
TO BE FIRST
MUST BE
THE VERY LAST,
AND

THE SERVANT
OF ALL.

MARK 9:35

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

THE GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM
EMU MUSIC




WEEH 28 / READING |

Text - Mark 9:30-36

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want
anyone to know where they were, because he was teaching his
disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered
into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will
rise.” But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to
ask him about it.

They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them,
“What were you arguing about on the road?” But they kept quiet
because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to
be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”

Thought
There are two examples in this little passage.

The first is one to avoid...but, let's be honest, it's unavoidable. It's the
disciples totally getting their role as a disciple wrong. Jesus talks
about how he is going to die for them and they're arguing about who
is the greatest.

The second one is one to embrace...but, let's be honest, we need to
be embraced by it first. It's Jesus grace-filled response to them. He
could easily have walked away from these disasters, but he sits down
and teaches them more. Have you ever been tempted to give up on
someone? Maybe you have already!

But the truth to be embraced is that Jesus doesn’t give up on you. So
let that truth embrace you, and then embrace his example.

Therefore

Think about who you're tempted to walk away from, give thanks to
Jesus that he hasn't give up on you and then think about how you
might sit down with that person again and offer them grace.



WEER 26 / READING 2

Text - Mark 9:35, 43-48
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to
be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”

If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to
enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire
never goes out. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is
better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be
thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out. It
is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to
have two eyes and be thrown into hell, where
“"the worms that eat them do not die,

and the fire is not quenched!

Thought

Despite the gory-ness of the passage, | hope you understand that
Jesus isn't pro-self-mutilation...he's using an extreme example to
make a point about the extreme danger of stumbling into hell. On
Sunday we were thinking about surgery...but not self inflicted
surgery cutting off our hands or feet or gouging out our eyes...but
surgery to remove the heart of self that causes us to stumble in hell-
ish ways for others and ourselves.

If you think about the mechanics of surgery, it's terrifying...fair play to
surgeons who can carry it out without trembling hands...surgery
actually causes wounds in order to bring healing. But we allow a
surgeon to cut us open, because we trust that they are working for
our good.

None of us need a diagnosis of a heart of self...it's self evident (great

pun&s). But we need a surgeon who'll take it out. And who better to
trust than the one who loves and cares for us more than anyone.

Therefore
Proverbs 27:6 tells us, “Wounds from a friend can be trusted...” and
Hosea 6:1 encourages us, "“Come, let us return to the LORD;



for he has torn us, that he may heal us.”

Maybe this week as you see that your heart of self is self evident, you
need to ask your best friend Jesus to wound you in order that he
might heal you, by praying a simple prayer:

Jesus, take my heart of self
Give me your servant heart instead.
Amen



WEEH 28 / READING 3

Text - Mark 9:35, 38-41
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants
to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”

“Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your
name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.”

“Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my
name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, for
whoever is not against us is for us. Truly | tell you, anyone who gives
you a cup of water in my name because you belong to the Messiah
will certainly not lose their reward.

Thought

Competitive Dad was a character on a 90's comedy programme
called The Fast Show. One memorable sketch was him playing cricket
with his 7 year old son, smashing him all over the park. Too funny, and
too close to the truth that sometimes we get out priorities wrong
when we're self obsessed.

This dad’s heart of self made him competitive rather than concerned
for the priorities of someone else. The disciples have got their
priorities wrong...concerned about their status as “The Twelve” rather
than the spread of “The Kingdom”

The truth is, it's not about us...as much as our hearts of self might like
to convince us otherwise...its about the kingdom that we have been
welcomed into...and the priority of people becoming part of the
kingdom trumps the priorities of the people who are part of the
kingdom. So we put ourselves last in order to put the kingdom first..

Therefor

Remind yourself of the example of Jesus in Philippians 2:3-8 and ask
the Holy Spirit to help you shift your priorities today, putting yourself
last and the kingdom first.



WEER 28 / READING &

Text - Mark 9:35-37
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to
be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”

He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child
in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of these little
children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does
not welcome me but the one who sent me.”

Thought

If you've ever watched any of the drinking bushtucker trials on I'm a
Celebrity...Get Me Out Of Here, you'll know that all means all.
Whether it's blended. cockroaches, wittchity grubs or goat brain, you
don’t get away with drinking half...all means all.

We saw on Sunday how Jesus lifting a little child as an example
wasn't cute but controversial...children had a low status in society...
but as Jesus speaks about welcoming a little child, he blew off the
limits of any ideas about service. Our welcoming, our serving is to be
for all, especially the last and the least...all means all.

And as one writer put it, this sets off a chain reaction that
reverberates around heaven. As we welcome and serve all, we
welcome and serve Jesus and the one who sent him.

How much would this help us to expand our serving, our welcome or
challenge our natural biases if we saw the opportunity to serve and
welcome Jesus in every person we met.

Therefore
Simply ask Jesus to help you serve all this week, especially the last
and the least, with an awareness that you're serving Jesus.



WEER 28 / READING 5

Text - Mark 9:35, 49-50
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to
be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”

Everyone will be salted with fire.
“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty
again? Have salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”

Thought

You'll all have met coffee snobs...maybe you are one, there's no
shamel!...but my confession is that I'm a bit of a salt snob...processed
table salt is not for me, I'd much rather have rock salt or those fancy
sea salt flakes in my cooking and on my dinner. I'd argue that good
salt makes for a good meal...and the better the salt, the better the
meal.

If we're to have salt among ourselves...that preserving and life giving
influence that impacts our churches and our communities, surely we
want the best quality salt we can have...the purest...the saltiest.

Which puts the responsibility on us to pursue the purest and saltiest
salt in our following of Jesus...which brings us back to a heart of self
and heart of a servant. I'm not pursuing this so that the salt snobs
think I'm great...I'm pursuing this so that | can best serve a world
suffering the rotting effects of sin and brokenness.

My pursuit of holiness, my following Jesus is not self-indulgent...it is
to be others centred, kingdom prioritising, Jesus exalting.

Therefore

Pray for Ballysillan today, that there would be ever more purified,
Jesus exalting saltiness among us and all Jesus followers serving our
community...so that as we go among our workplaces, classrooms,
and communities we'd be preserving and life giving.
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REMEMBER

"THEREFORE WHAT GOD
HAS JOINED TOGETHER,
LET NO ONE SEPARATE.”

MARK 10:9

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

WEDDING DAY
THE CITY HARMONIC




WEEH 23 / READING 1

Text - Mark 10:1-9

Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and
across the Jordan. Again crowds of people came to him, and as was
his custom, he taught them.

Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man
to divorce his wife?”

“What did Moses command you?” he replied.

They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce
and send her away.”

“It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,”
Jesus replied. "But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them
male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh!
So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has
joined together, let no one separate.”

Thought

Although it makes for a challenging read and preach, it's good that
the Bible isn't just a bunch of nice stories and “coffee cups verse”
teaching, but speaks into and challenges the messy world we live in,
and the various ways our world is affected globally and personally
because of sin.

You can watch back Sunday for the 4000 word version but Jesus
counters the easy and often exploitative approach to divorce in his
day (and ours) by zeroing in on God’'s good design for marriage.
God's purpose for marriage was permanence, a lifelong commitment
of sacrificial love - "Therefore what God has joined together, let no
one separate.”

Of course the hardness of peoples hearts means that there are
occasions when so much damage and hurt is done by certain actions
that divorce, while not part of God'’s plan for marriage, is permissible.

But that quote doesn't just speak of marriage principles, but Gospel
promises. This inseparable one flesh union “is a profound mystery,”



Paul says in Ephesians 5, “but | am talking about Christ and the
church.”

It is this marriage that cannot be separated, even by our hardness of
heart, because Jesus has absorbed our sin, atoned for our sin and will
always keep us as his beloved, acting within us to change our hearts
until one day we will never wander again.

Therefore

This morning simply give thanks to Jesus for his unbreakable love for
you, and ask his Spirit to help you with your hardness of heart today,
whether you're married or not.



WEER 29 / READING 2

Text - Hosea 1:2 / Ez 16:8-14

When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him,
"Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like
an adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the Lord.”

| gave you my solemn oath and entered into a covenant with you,
declares the Sovereign Lord, and you became mine.

"| bathed you with water and washed the blood from you and put
ointments on you. | clothed you with an embroidered dress and put
sandals of fine leather on you. | dressed you in fine linen and covered
you with costly garments. | adorned you with jewellery: | put
bracelets on your arms and a necklace around your neck, and | put a
ring on your nose, earrings on your ears and a beautiful crown on
your head. So you were adorned with gold and silver; your clothes
were of fine linen and costly fabric and embroidered cloth. Your food
was honey, olive oil and the finest flour. You became very beautiful
and rose to be a queen. And your fame spread among the nations on
account of your beauty, because the splendour | had given you made
your beauty perfect, declares the Sovereign Lord.

Thought

The story of the Gospel is pictured as a marriage in the Bible, a
marriage of betrayal and hardness of heart and compassion, grace
and covenant love. And in the book of Hosea we have that story lived
out in flesh and blood.

He is told to go and marry a “promiscuous woman.” And so he
commits himself to her and loves despite the knowledge that she will
betray him.

We see the pain of hard hearted betrayal around us in marriage
breakdowns and we couldn’t imagine anyone entering into that
knowing if they knew what would happen. But right at the start of the
Gospel story we have a God who is committed to his people in love
who is good and generous towards his people (and Ezekiel gives a



beautiful description of that), despite that fact that he knows they will
betray him.

Therefore

We'll be following the story of Hosea the rest of this week (have a
look at the Bible Projects brilliant video summary of it). But today
thank God that his covenant love was given to us in goodness and
generosity even though he knew we would betray him.



WEEH 23 / READING 3

Text - Hosea 2:5 / Ezekiel 16:15-19
Their mother has been unfaithful
and has conceived them in disgrace.
She said, 'l will go after my lovers,
who give me my food and my water,
my wool and my linen, my olive oil and my drink.

"’But you trusted in your beauty and used your fame to become a
prostitute. You lavished your favours on anyone who passed by and
your beauty became his. You took some of your garments to make
gaudy high places, where you carried on your prostitution. You went
to him, and he possessed your beauty. You also took the fine
jewellery | gave you, the jewellery made of my gold and silver, and
you made for yourself male idols and engaged in prostitution with
them. And you took your embroidered clothes to put on them, and
you offered my oil and incense before them. Also the food | provided
for you—the flour, olive oil and honey | gave you to eat—you offered as
fragrant incense before them. That is what happened, declares the
Sovereign Lord.

Thought

The books of the Bible are all defined by their genre...biography,
history, wisdom, poetry...but if you had to add in another one, you
could add in soap opera for Hosea.

When | was a kid, we weren't allowed to watch Eastenders...or
Neighbours...or Home and Away...or Grange Hill for that matter
because they would be a bad influence on us, with the various
storylines and moral (or immoral maybe is a better word) behaviour.
Strangely my mum, a farmer's daughter, was able to watch
Emmerdale...maybe farmers are better behaved!

But Hosea is soap opera, with Hosea’s wife Gomer, betraying him
again and again...which is an image of how the people of Israel
treated God. And the description is pretty emotionally visceral (I dare
you to read on in Ezekiel 34)...but that's because the act of adultery is



such a betrayal of the one who loved you and so brutally damaging
to the relationship.

And it's supposed to give us a sense of the weight of sin...it is
betrayal of God...it is “adultery” to this relationship of love that he has
committed himself to. But although we're supposed to feel the
weight of it, and not simply dismiss it really lightly, we are to
remember there is one who came to carry the weight for us, who
gave his life, even when we took our love.

Therefore

We'll read more of Hosea's story of restoration tomorrow, but today,
it's important to feel the weight of sin, but allow that to take you to
the one who will carry the weight in forgiveness.



WEER 23 / READING &

Text - Hosea 2:19-20, 3:1 / Isaiah 54:4-8

| will betroth you to me forever;
| will betroth you in righteousness and justice,
in love and compassion.

| will betroth you in faithfulness,
and you will acknowledge the Lord.

The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though
she is loved by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the
Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the
sacred raisin cakes.”

For your Maker is your husband,
the Lord of hosts is his name;
and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,
the God of the whole earth he is called.
For the Lord has called you
like a wife deserted and grieved in spirit,
like a wife of youth when she is cast off,
says your God.
For a brief moment | deserted you,
but with great compassion | will gather you.
In overflowing anger for a moment
| hid my face from you,
but with everlasting love | will have compassion on you,”
says the Lord, your Redeemer.

Thought
Poor Hoseal

He's been cheated on...repeatedly...humiliatingly...heart bracingly!
And now God steps in and says, “Go, show your love to your wife

again, though she is loved by another man and is an adulteress.”

That's a huge ask of Hosea, isn't it?



But God isn‘t asking him to play out some soap opera script, but
rather the storyline of the Gospel.

“Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other
gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”

I'm honestly not sure what the deal is with the sacred raisin cakes, but
the behaviour of the Israelites, despite all that God has done for
them, is adultery. They rejected and betrayed God...yet God still
shows them his love.

It's a love that is bigger than betrayal, and infinitely greater than our
infidelity. God’s capacity to forgive and restore and welcome back is
gloriously vast...it's an everlasting love with which he will have
compassion on us, as our Redeemer.

It's a reminder after the weight of our sin yesterday, of the wonder of
God's grace.

Therefore
Maybe today you're feeling the effects of deserting God. If that's you,

remember this verse...

" with everlasting love | will have compassion on you,”
says the Lord, your Redeemer.”

And take it into today with you



WEER 23 / READING S

Text - Hosea 14:4 / Revelation 19:6-9
“I will heal their waywardness

and love them freely,

for my anger has turned away from them.

Then | heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of
rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:
"Hallelujah!

For our Lord God Almighty reigns.

Let us rejoice and be glad

and give him glory!

For the wedding of the Lamb has come,

and his bride has made herself ready.

Fine linen, bright and clean,

was given her to wear.”

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God'’s holy people.)
Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are
invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These
are the true words of God.”

Thought
If | was Hosea, I'm guessing in my mind would be the question, “What
if she does it again?” How will | keep on loving her if she keeps

breaking my heart the way she has done alreadly.

For God, there is no "What if...?" question. He simply knows we will
and he pours out grace upon grace...but one day we won't. Because
he will heal our waywardness one day. One day sin will be removed
from us and the world and we will live in “shalom” where everything
and everyone is in right relationship.

And at that point we will experience the fullness of God freely loving
us. The riches of his grace will be lavished on us forever, out debt will
have been paid and our joy will be complete.

Revelation paints that point as a wedding feast, this celebration, this
rejoicing in the wedding of the Lamb to his bride, the church...us,



those who have put their faith in him and found forgiveness and now
enter into full free life forever...a honeymoon that will never end.

Therefore

Our story of infidelity and adultery and betrayal is transformed by the
Gospel into one of committed love forever. So to quote Revelation...

Let us rejoice and be glad
and give him glory!
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‘GO, SELL
EVERYTHING YOU HAVE

A
A

ND GIVE TO THE POOR,
ND YOU WILL HAVE

TREASURE IN HEAVEN.
THEN COME,

FOLLOW ME.

MARK 10:21

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

HOW RICH A TREASURE /

M

ATT BOSWELL & MATT PAPA

THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT /
THE PORTER'S GATE




WEEH 30 / READING 1

Text - Mark 10:13-16

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his
hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this,
he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. Truly | tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of
God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in
his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.

Thought

At first this passage doesn’t look to have anything to do with money
and wealth and riches, the way the rest of this weeks passage does...
but maybe it does.

Jesus isn't just talking about being nice to kids (although that is a
good thing to be)...he's using children as an example of total
dependence...the point being our total dependence on God.

It's the way into the kingdom...As Matthew says "unless you change
and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven”...depending on God’s promised salvation through Jesus.

And it's the way of the kingdom...in our family our kids live a life of
dependence on us for everything...and they trust us to give them
what they need (of course we don’t and can't always give them what
they want)...in God's family, kingdom life is lived depending on
God's provision, trusting him to provide what we need.

That's not an excuse to abdicate any responsibility at all, but it should
shape our attitude toward, and settle our anxiety about money and
wealth and riches.

Therefore

Where does your attitude toward and anxiety about money and
wealth and riches highlight a lack of dependence on God. Ask the
Holy Spirit to help you have childlike faith in those areas



WEER 30 / READING 2

Text - Mark 10:17-20 / Deuteronomy 6:4-6

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees
before him. "Good teacher,” he asked, “"what must | do to inherit
eternal life?”

"Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good-—
except God alone. You know the commandments: “You shall not
murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall
not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honour your father
and mother.”

"Teacher,” he declared, “all these | have kept since | was a boy.

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength. These commandments that | give you today are to be on
your hearts.

Thought

Read the man'’s statement about commandment keeping on it's own
and it seems full of confidence..."Check me out and my
commandment keeping!” But we find it's said by a man on his knees
in front of Jesus asking what he must do to inherit eternal life...he
seems empty of confidence and full of uncertainty...because heis a
man who believes eternal life is all about what he does.

Jesus answer is confidence shattering anyway...No one is good -
except God alone. So if you're depending on your commandment
keeping you're in trouble.

We'll find out later in the week that the man loves money above God
which means that he hasn't kept all the commandments...he doesn't
love the Lord with all his heart and soul and strength!

So is that another thing he just needs to work harder on? Notice that
Deuteronomy talks about “the Lord our God” and “the Lord your

God.” How did that happen? Well it happened because God rescued
them himself and called them to himself and gave himself to them in



love. So love for God isn't just another commandment on a list to do,
it's a response to what God has already done for us, and it’s a
response from which every other commandment keeping flows from.

Eternal life has never been about what we can do, but about what he
has done. And commandment keeping isn't what we do to get
eternal life, it's part of how we live because we have been given
eternal life already, because of Jesus love for us shown on the cross.

Therefore

So maybe the man’s question is your question today...What must | do
to inherit eternal life. Take new or renewed confidence in the mercy
of God and the good news that Jesus has done everything for you...

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you..." 1 Peter 1:3-4



WEEH 30 / READING 3

Text - Mark 10:21-22

Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said.
"Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great
wealth.

Thought
"Here's what you could have won!”

And with those words, many a game show contestant’s stomach sinks
at the potential of what they could have had and the reality of what
they walk away with.

Of course the man isn't on a game show, but we're left with the
sinking feeling of what he potentially could have had and the reality
of what he walked away with.

| love that line..."Jesus looked at him and loved him.” It's the only
time Mark tells us specifically about Jesus loving someone...this man
who is looking for more, but walks away with less.

And this love that Jesus looks at him with, is the love that he could
have lived in...into eternal life. “Come, follow me,” Jesus says! The
cost is everything he has...but Jesus love and life is worth it. That's
that the good news promises.

But the man’s love is for his money, and so he walks away sad. His
sadness is at the thought of losing all his wealth. Our sadness in
reading it is that he has lost the riches of Christ’s love.

Therefore

In a world obsessed with money, pray for our church family,
especially our young people that they would know the value of
Christ's love above everything else, and they would be willing to give
up everything to follow him and be loved by him



WEER 30 / READING &

Text - Mark 10:23-27

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the
rich to enter the kingdom of God!”

The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again,
"Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is
rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who
then can be saved?”

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not
with God; all things are possible with God.”

Thought

We can say, as | did on Sunday, that this passage isn‘t teaching that it
is impossible for the rich to enter the kingdom of God...but at the
same time we can't ignore the fact that Jesus uses an extreme
example of just how difficult it is...poor camel!

So what is it about wealth that makes it so difficult?

John Piper lists a number of reasons which are well worth
considering:

1. Wealth tends to choke faith - remember the parable of the
sower..."Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but
the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for
other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful (Mark
4:18-19)

2. Wealth hinders us from radical obedience - haven't we just seen
this in the man who walks away from following Jesus because of his
wealth

3. Wealth confuses our true treasure - Paul isn't confused when he
says “l count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” (Philippians 3:8)

But the promise of Scripture is that the things that are impossible with
man are possible with God, who can help us weed out the choking



and hindering and confusing effect of wealth. The question is
whether we're prepared ask and allow God to do it, no matter what it
costs us in terms of our wealth!

Therefore

So maybe one of those reasons resonates with you...you're faith is
choked by the deceitfulness of wealth or your obedience is hindered
by your wealth or you're confused about what is of true value in this
life and the life to come.

Ask the Holy Spirit to weed, help and clarify so you can follow Jesus
in a world obsessed with wealth.



WEER 30 / READING S

Text - Mark 10:28-31
Then Peter spoke up, “"We have left everything to follow you!”

"Truly | tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers
or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the
gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present
age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are
first will be last, and the last first.”

Thought
What's you vision of church and what it should be for the people who
belong to it?

In one sense it's not a stretch to try and understand what it might
mean to receive a hundred times as much in the age (or life) to come
- the Bible speaks a good bit about treasure on heaven...but it might
be more difficult to understand what Jesus means when he says, “no
one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or
children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred

times as much in this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers,
children and fields.”

But actually it gives a brilliant vision of what the church should be...a
place where everyone is family, and everyone is willing to share what
they have. So for the Christian who has had to leave their home,
within the church they'll find another, metaphorically and hopefully
literally. For the Christian who has had to leave their family, within the
church they find another one.

Whatever people have left to follow Jesus, they will find a community,
a family, a church who will bless therewith what they need, and in the
blessing...what they receive, how they receive it (generously and
sacrificially) and who they receive it from (brothers and sisters in
Christ) is worth 100 times as much

Therefore



Let's seek to be a church where no one regrets what they have given
up for Jesus and the gospel because of what they get back through
the church of Jesus Christ.



WLLT J]

MARK 10.32-45 / RANSOM

REMEMBER

"FOR EVEN

THE SON OF MAN

DID NOT COME TO BE SERVED,
BUT TO SERVE,

AND TO GIVE HIS LIFE

AS A RANSOM FOR MANY.

MARK 10:45

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

IS HE WORTHY? / ANDREW PETERSON




WEERH 31/ READING 1

Text - Mark 10:32-34,45

They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way,
and the disciples were astonished, while those who followed were
afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and told them what was going
to happen to him. “We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the
Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the
teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand
him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him, flog him
and kill him. Three days later he will rise.”

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Thought
"What are you doing?" What's that for?" Where are you going?" Our
house is always full of questions. And the final question is general
"Why?" They want to know the reason for the activity, object or
journey.

Over the past few chapters we've had Jesus predict his own death
number of times and this week we come to the final one, the third
prediction in it's brutal detail and as the passage continues Mark
brings these predictions to a climax as we hear Jesus tell us exactly
why he is going to Jerusalem to die...to give his life as a ransom for
many.

This was always the intention. Coming to earth wasn't a
reconnaissance mission to see how bad things were, it was a rescue
mission because of how bad things were...Jesus would come down
into the pit that we have been stuck in, the pit of sin and suffering in
this world, to rescue us, and that rescue would cost him his life as he
gave it as a ransom for us.

That's good news to remember as we start this week, good news that
should make us smile.

Therefore



Remember the shape of life in the story in the Gospel...it's not the
frowning life of getting yourself to the top and then tumbling down
the other side. It is a life of joyous triumph, where no matter how
deep the pit we dig ourselves into, Jesus rescues us from it and leads
us towards resurrection and restoration.



WEEH 31/ READING 2

Text - Psalm 49:7-15 / 1 Timothy 2:5-6
Truly no man can ransom another,
or give to God the price of his life,
for the ransom of their life is costly
and can never suffice,
that he should live on forever
and never see the pit.
For he sees that even the wise die;
the fool and the stupid alike must perish
and leave their wealth to others.
Their graves are their homes forever,
their dwelling places to all generations,
though they called lands by their own names.
Man in his pomp will not remain;
he is like the beasts that perish.
This is the path of those who have foolish confidence;
yet after them people approve of their boasts.
Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol;
death shall be their shepherd,
and the upright shall rule over them in the morning.
Their form shall be consumed in Sheol, with no place to dwell.
But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol,
for he will receive me.

For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind,
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people.

Thought

The writer of this Psalm gives us a stark reminder of our situation...we
are enslaved and captive, and therefore need a ransom paid if we are
ever to escape death and the grave (or Sheol as the Psalmist calls it).
And to make matters worse, no man (or woman) can pay it as it is too
costly.

Yet the writer, despite all that he says about the grave and the
unplayable cost of ransom, still is able to say with confidence..."But



God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive

n

me.

He hasn't got the full picture of all that God is going to do through
Jesus, but he has seen enough of God to throw himself on his mercy
and grace, to put his faith in God to pay the ransom he can't pay.

We, on the other hand, have the full picture, we know that Jesus
“gave himself as a ransom for all people” and this should cause us to
throw ourselves on God’s mercy and grace in Jesus.

And when we do, as Jared Wilson writes, "This is cause for great
humility in ourselves, because those who are saved are not saved by
any righteousness of their own, and for great patience and mercy
with others, because those who do not believe in Christ are, biblically
speaking, captives.

Therefore
So today, what is this reality challenging you about...faith, humility,
patience, mercy? Ask the Holy Spirit to water what needs to grow.



WEER 31/ READING 3

Text - Mark 10:33-40 / 2 Corinthians 1:3-5

"We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will be
delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They
will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles,
who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days
later he will rise.”

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,”
they said, "we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”

"What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.

They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left
in your glory.”

“You don't know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the
cup | drink or be baptized with the baptism | am baptized with?”
“We can,” they answered.

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup | drink and be baptized
with the baptism | am baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not
for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have
been prepared.”

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort
we ourselves receive from God. For just as we share abundantly in
the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ.

Thought

A long time ago, in a land far away...well not quite, but before they
built the M50 around Dublin and before Google Maps (remember
printing off pages and pages form the AA Routefinder?), | was
travelling to a Scripture Union Family Week in a beautiful part of
Ireland called Avoca. As a young driver it involved me driving
through Dublin for the first time in my life..it was unknown
and confusing and frankly terrifying...but | had someone |
was following. They were heading to Avoca too, , they'd been there
before and they knew the way (and the number of red lights | had to



jump in order to keep up with them and not get lost in Dublin was
unholy).

Jesus tells the disciples that they will experience suffering. He
mentioned it in the previous passage in terms of persecutions and
now he highlights it again. Now I'm not making any disparaging
remarks about Dublin...I've enjoyed a lovely city break there
since...but often our suffering can be like my drive through Dublin,
unknown, confusing...and more than that, terrifying, painful, and
heart breaking.

But there is comfort that abounds through Christ. Firstly, we're
sharing in his sufferings, so we're not alone. Secondly, those six
words, “Three days later he will rise” bring us the the comfort we can
find through the resurrection of Jesus...Avoca is out the other side
and he'll get us there.

Jesus isn't like my guide in Dublin that time, racing ahead with me
struggling to keep up, no, he's a gentle shepherd who knows the
way, yes, but who also walks the road with us.

Therefore
Use thees words from Psalm 23 to pray for yourself or someone else
who is walking through suffering at the moment.

He guides me along the right paths
for his name's sake.
Even though | walk
through the darkest valley,
| will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.



WEER 31 / READING &

Text - Mark 10:42-45

When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James
and John. Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those
who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead,
whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,
and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many.”

Thought

Positions of leadership or responsibility over others always come with
the temptation to make the most of it for yourself...whether that is
being the leader of a country, in a business, church, family, friendship
group...I'll confess to occasionally using my position in our house to
avoid watching particular films!

It seems it's an age old problem with the rulers of the Gentiles and
the high officials.

But the way of the Kingdom of Jesus has a great reversal in
ambition...from selfish to service...it's not about lording it over, but
slaving it under..and that's not so tempting...until we remember that
the Son of Man, the Lord of everything, came as a slave to everyone.

The way of the kingdom is giving, not getting and serving, not
lording.

Therefore

As you go through your day, notice the times when your areas of
responsibility or authority give opportunity for selfishness. Stop,
remember the Son of Man who gave his life as your ransom, and ask
the Holy Spirit to help you serve in that moment.
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MARK 10

6-52 / BARTITTALUS

REMEMBER

GO,” SAID JESUS,

"YOUR FAITH HAS HEALED YOU.”
IMMEDIATELY HE RECEIVED HIS SIGHT
AND FOLLOWED JESUS

ALONG THE ROAD.

MARK 10:52

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

CLOSER / JOHN MARK MCMILLAN
HAVE MERCY ON ME / PAUL ZACH




WEER 32 / READING 1

Text - Mark 10:46-48 / Matthew 1:1 / 1 Chronicles 17:11-12

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a
large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which
means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. When
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son
of David, have mercy on me!”

Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

"The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David...

When your days are over and you go to be with your ancestors, | will
raise up your offspring to succeed you, one of your own sons, and |
will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for
me, and | will establish his throne forever.

Thought

Every so often | get phone calls or emails from people looking to
track down a relative from generations back who was baptised in
Ballysillan...possibly. There's lots of folks who are into looking back
into their family history (maybe you're one of them) and it's even
become a TV programme (Who do you think you are? has now been
running for 21 seasons).

Bartimaeus isn't a genealogist in the sense that he hasnt been
researching any family trees, but his genealogical observation about
Jesus reminds us that Jesus has a family tree. And if we trace that
family tree back we find, as Bartimaeus told us, Jesus is the son (or
rather the great great great (and add another 22 greats on there)
grandson) of David...but more than that, he is the fulfilment of a
promise that was given to David. This promise was for a royal
descendant who would rule on the throne forever.

Bartimaeus wasn't looking back, he simply saw, despite his blindness,
who everyone else had been looking forward to...the son of David,
the ever-ruling king, the Messiah.



Therefore

Mark is telling this story to push us all to check whether we see Jesus
for who he really is. A blind man helps us see in Jesus the Messiah. So
thank God for Bartimaeus, the blind guide, and ask the Holy Spirit to
help you see Jesus for more of who he is.



WEER 32 / READING 2

Text - Mark 10:46-48 / Hebrews 4:16 / Mark 10:52

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a
large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which
means “son of Timaeus"”), was sitting by the roadside begging. When
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son
of David, have mercy on me!”

Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

"Go,"” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received
his sight and followed Jesus along the road.

Thought

One of the playground games when | was in primary school was
"Mercy!” You found a partner, interlocked your fingers...sounds nice
so far...and then tried to bend your partners hands back as far as
possible until they screamed "MERCY!!!1” because of the pain
inflicted on them...and then you had to hope that the person would
be merciful to you and stop bending your hand back.

But in Jesus we see. helped by a blind man, a different way...not a
forcer of mercy, but a fountain of it.

Bartimaeus has suffered pain all his life, the pain of isolation, of loss,
of poverty...an oppression that the kingdom of darkness has enjoyed
exploiting in his life. But as the Son of David arrives in town,
Bartimaeus, in his blindness, sees the one in whom mercy is
embodied, not the one from whom mercy must be begged. He sees
who will show him mercy, not in some form of sadistic victory (as the
stronger kids in primary school did), but as a salvific victory, freeing
Bartimaeus from the brokenness of his suffering and the brokenness
of his sin.



Charles Spurgeon said this, “You never have to drag mercy out of
Christ, as money from a miser.” Because he is rich in mercy, delights
in mercy...he bleeds mercy.

And so Bartimaeus asks in faith, and Jesus gives in abundance.

Therefore

So, let the story of Bartimaeus build your confidence to draw near to
Jesus in prayer today, so that you might receive mercy and find grace
to help you today in your need.



WEER 32 / READING 3

Text - Mark 10:49-52 / Acts 10:36-38

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him."

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling
you.” Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to
Jesus.

"What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.

The blind man said, “Rabbi, | want to see.”

"Go,"” said Jesus, "your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received
his sight and followed Jesus along the road.

You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing
the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You
know what has happened throughout the province of Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached—how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how
he went around doing good and healing all who were under the
power of the devil, because God was with him.

Thought

| was chatting to someone at drop in on Tuesday who was telling the
story of a family member whose parents were both blind. On hearing
this story at Sunday School, the boy sprinted home, in through the
door, exclaiming, “"Mummy and Daddy, all you need to do is ask
Jesus for mercy and you'll be able to see!”

Now most of us might read that and kinda go "Aww!” about what we
might think is the naivety of the little boys faith. And whilst yes, we
need to wrestle with the plans and purposes of God in circumstances
of suffering...we need the wonder this little boy had at the power
and mercy of Jesus. Our condescension needs a healthy dose of his
confidence.

He saw clearly the mercy and power of Jesus and maybe today that's
what we need to see clearly in the circumstances we face.

Therefore



So use the man’s words as the start of a prayer...Rabbi...teacher...
Lord...Master...Messiah...Jesus, | want to see...your mercy and
power, and then pray with confidence in your ability and your heart.



WEER 32 / READING &

Text - Mark 10:49-52

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him."

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling
you.” Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to
Jesus.

"What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.

The blind man said, “Rabbi, | want to see.”

"Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received
his sight and followed Jesus along the road.

Thought
"What do you want me to do for you?”

It's a bit of a blank cheque question, isn't it?

(For those of you who are under 30, cheques are...maybe better
saying “were"...official pieces of paper from your bank with your bank
details where you wrote down the recipient, the amount and signed it
- we used them to pay for things in the olden days before tapping
your phone.) Jesus is offering a blank cheque and letting you fill in
the amount.

But it's a bit of a diagnostic question isn't it? We get the condition
and the priorities of people’s hearts revealed. We've heard it already
to James and John and their request was challenged by Jesus
because it was all about what they could get from the kingdom. But
now we hear Bartimaeus request and how it's granted because it
contributes to the kingdom...we see the king in he mercy and might,
and we see Bartimaeus freed to follow Jesus on the way.

So as Jesus, the King of the Universe, poses that question to us, our
gut response can reveal the condition of our hearts...are they me
focusses or kingdom focussed. That's not to say we can't ask for
things for ourselves, but Jesus is interested and cares about the heart
behind them and the outworking of them.



And then when we get to taking the opportunity to respond to the
question, we need to trust him with his reply to our request.

Therefore
So maybe today, take some time to sit with that question from Jesus
and as your heart responds let him challenge and cheer you.



WEER 32 / READING 5

Text - Mark 10:49-52 / Acts 24:14-16

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him."

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling
you.” Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to
Jesus.

"What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.

The blind man said, “Rabbi, | want to see.”

"Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received
his sight and followed Jesus along the road.

| admit that | worship the God of our ancestors as a follower of the
Way, which they call a sect. | believe everything that is in accordance
with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, and | have the same
hope in God as these men themselves have, that there will be a
resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. So | strive always
to keep my conscience clear before God and man.

Thought

| think Mark is telling us more than the fact that Bartimaeus has
started on a physical journey towards Jerusalem...| think he’s talking
about Bartimaeus following the Way, as Paul describes himself in
Acts.

What's “the Way"?

First of all it's a person...Jesus calls himself the way. It's believing in
who he is...the Son of David, the Messiah, and trusting him enough
to get off the side of the road and leave your past behind and follow
the Way.

Second of all, it's a way of life...Jesus calls himself the truth. It's
listening to his teaching and watching his life, and following it as the
truest and fullest Way to live.

Third of all, it's a journey. It's the Way from Exile to Eden restored...
which like Jesus journey to the cross and the grave, takes us through
suffering into death and then onto resurrection life.



| like to think that Bartimaeus wasn't caught up in the crowds
shouting “Crucify him!” but watched him be crucified and then was
one of the 500 to see the resurrected Jesus, and that one day, when
Eden is restored and Exile is over, we'll get to see Bartimaeus, a
fellow follower of the Way

Therefore
What aspect of the Way do you need encouraged on...belief in
Jesus, living for Jesus, or confidence that Jesus will lead you home.

Ask the Holy Spirit to encourage you.



WELH
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MARK HOSANNA

REMEMBER

"HOSANNA!
BLESSED IS HE
WHO COMES
IN THE NAME
OF THE LORD!

MARK 11:9

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

PSALM 118 / BOYCE WORSHIP
COLLECTIVE

ZECHARIAH 9:9 /7 VERSES FEAT JOHN
VAN DEUCE




WEEH 33 / READING |

Text - Mark 11:1-10 / Psalm 118:1-4, 29

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying to them,
“Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a
colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. If anyone asks you, ‘'Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord
needs it and will send it back here shortly.”

They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As
they untied it, some people standing there asked, “What are you
doing, untying that colt?” They answered as Jesus had told them to,
and the people let them go. When they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the
fields. Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
"Hosannal”

"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

"Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”

"Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,;
his love endures forever.
Let Israel say:
“His love endures forever.”
Let the house of Aaron say:
“His love endures forever.”
Let those who fear the Lord say:
“His love endures forever.”

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,;
his love endures forever.

Thought
The first cries of the people as Jesus enters into the city...

"Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”



...come from Psalm 118. We'll get to the exact quotes later this week,
but if you went and read the whole Psalm, you'd see that the Psalm is
topped and tailed by the line...

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,;
his love endures forever.

It's a reminder that every single aspect of the story, whether it's the
journey from Galilee to Jerusalem, or from Eden to this moment has
been, and will continue to be framed by God’s goodness and his
love.

He is good...always was and always will be.

And his love...thought rejected, abused, mocked and scorned...
endures forever.

Those who cry out Hosanna...save us...don't cry out to a distant deity
but the good God of eternally enduring love, who is sending his Son
to save his enemies.

Those who cry out Hosanna...we praise you...can never exhaust
God's goodness and love.

Therefore

So today, simple remember that what frames your story, your journey,
is God's goodness and love. So cry out Hosanna if you need saving,
and cry out Hosanna because He deserves our praising.



WEER 33 / READING 2

Text - Mark 11:1-10 / Psalm 118:5-14

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying to them,
"Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a
colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. If anyone asks you, ‘'Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord
needs it and will send it back here shortly.”

They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As
they untied it, some people standing there asked, “What are you
doing, untying that colt?” They answered as Jesus had told them to,
and the people let them go. When they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the
fields. Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
"Hosanna!”

"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

"Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”

"Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

When hard pressed, | cried to the Lord;
he brought me into a spacious place.
The Lord is with me; | will not be afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me?
The Lord is with me; he is my helper.
| look in triumph on my enemies.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in humans.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in princes.
All the nations surrounded me,
but in the name of the Lord | cut them down.
They surrounded me on every side,
but in the name of the Lord | cut them down.
They swarmed around me like bees,
but they were consumed as quickly as burning thorns;
in the name of the Lord | cut them down.



| was pushed back and about to fall,
but the Lord helped me.

The Lord is my strength and my defense;
he has become my salvation.

Thought

| saw an incredible video the other day where a toddler had fallen
into a really narrow well and a young boy had to be lowered by ropes
attached to his feet to rescue the toddler and bring him out of the
tiny dark and deadly space of the well, to the spacious world of life
and the joy of his family around him.

And you get that sense of relief as the Psalmist remembers what God
has done for him...those times when he was hard pressed by
circumstances or enemies and he cried to the Lord...and what did
God do, he reached down and he brought him into a spacious place.

His conclusion is that is better to take refuge in the Lord, he is the one
we should turn to for rescue and help. And the conclusion that
shapes his life is...

The Lord is my strength and my defense;
he has become my salvation.

As Jesus rides into Jerusalem he will be hard pressed and
surrounded and swarmed by the schemes of the enemy through the
hate and harm of men...yet even though he was pushed back into
the grave he did not fall into death forever. God brought him form
the grave into the spacious place of kingdom life...and through that
then then Jesus has become our salvation and he is our strength and
defence and refuge through our life

Therefore

Take that verse...

The Lord is my strength and my defense;
he has become my salvation.

...learn it, repeat it, believe it today.



WEER 33 / READING 3

Text - Mark 11:1-10 / Zechariah 9:9-10

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying to them,
“Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a
colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. If anyone asks you, ‘'Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord
needs it and will send it back here shortly.”

They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As
they untied it, some people standing there asked, “What are you
doing, untying that colt?” They answered as Jesus had told them to,
and the people let them go. When they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the
fields. Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
"Hosannal”

"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

"Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”

"Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you,
righteous and victorious,
lowly and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
| will take away the chariots from Ephraim
and the warhorses from Jerusalem,
and the battle bow will be broken.
He will proclaim peace to the nations.
His rule will extend from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

Thought

Have you ever tried those Magic Eye things that were all the rage in
the 90s...books and posters of 2D abstract pictures that if...and it
was a big IF...you looked at the right way, revealed something



incredible...ok, maybe a 3D dinosaur or car wasn't that incredible,
but it was pretty cool (if you could see it).

Read Mark 11:1-11 and you might just see a 2D abstract story of colt-
jacking and a bunch of people cheering a random guy on a donkey.
But Zechariah 9:9-10 gives us the right way to look at it.

Written hundreds of years before, this prophecy would be acted out
by Jesus, revealing to those who would see, that he was the king...
and what a king!

Righteous!
Victoriousl!
Humble!

A king who would bring peace to the nations, across the world. What
a promise to a world under Roman oppression. What a promise to
our world scarred and wounded again and again by conflict and
violence and wars.

And so in a world of pain and hurt, we can rejoice, because the
righters victorious and humble king has come...on on a colt, the foal
of a donkey, and has broken the battle bow not just of the nations but
of our spiritual enemy. No longer has guilt or shame power over us,
because in bring peace to the nations, he has bought peace to us in
forgiveness.

Therefore

Listen to Zechariah 9:9 as it's been put to music by John van Deusen
and simply rejoice in the peace you can have with God and the peace
we will have in this world.



WEER 33 / READING &

Text - Mark 11:1-11 / PSal 118:15-24

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying to them,
"Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a
colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord
needs it and will send it back here shortly.””

They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As
they untied it, some people standing there asked, “What are you
doing, untying that colt?” They answered as Jesus had told them to,
and the people let them go. When they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the
fields. Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
"Hosannal”

"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

"Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked
around at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to
Bethany with the Twelve.

Shouts of joy and victory
resound in the tents of the righteous:
“The Lord'’s right hand has done mighty things!
The Lord's right hand is lifted high;
the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things
| will not die but live,
and will proclaim what the Lord has done.
The Lord has chastened me severely,
but he has not given me over to death.
Open for me the gates of the righteous;
| will enter and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord
through which the righteous may enter.
| will give you thanks, for you answered me;
you have become my salvation.

n
!



The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
and it is marvellous in our eyes.
The Lord has done it this very day;
let us rejoice today and be glad.

Thought

As Jesus rides into Jerusalem, he goes to the temple courts and
looks around. The temple courts are magnificent. Way back when the
exiles had returned to Jerusalem a guy called Zerubbabel had led
the reconstruction of the destroyed temple, and then King Herod the
Great, the king at the time Jesus was born, and started this huge
renovation and expansion project and although it wasn't finished
until a few decades after our Mark passage, it was incredible
building.

Yet here we have in Psalm 118 a hint that God is building a new thing,
and there will be a new cornerstone. This cornerstone will be a
humble king riding a donkey into Jerusalem and who will be led out
of Jerusalem to be nailed to a cross, rejected by the Romans, the
religious leaders and the crowds.

Yet this new thing, this new household, or temple, as Paul describes it
Ephesians 2, founded on Jesus and made up, not of marble and
gold, but of people of faith, will be where God dwells on the earth.

The Lord is doing this...and we get to be a part of it, helping more
people come to faith in Jesus and becoming part of this new thing.

And it is marvellous in our eyes.

Therefore

Take time today to realise that you are part of something marvellous.
And give thanks to Jesus that he didn't reject you but in grace and
love has built you into his household!



WEER 33 / READING 5

Text - Mark 11:1-10 / PSalm 118:25-29

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying to them,
"Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a
colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord
needs it and will send it back here shortly.””

They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As
they untied it, some people standing there asked, “What are you
doing, untying that colt?” They answered as Jesus had told them to,
and the people let them go. When they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the
fields. Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,
"Hosannal”

"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

"Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Lord, save us!
Lord, grant us success!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.

The Lord is God,
and he has made his light shine on us.

With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession
up to the horns of the altar.

You are my God, and | will praise you;
you are my God, and | will exalt you.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,;
his love endures forever.

Thought

It's towards the end of Psalm 118 we find the quotes that the crowd
shout out as Jesus rides into Jerusalem.

Lord, Save us...aka Hosanna - he comes as a Saviour



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord - he comes as part
of God's plan, he has always been coming, and now he has come to
do God's will...

And through him the light of his grace and forgiveness will shine on
us.

Our response...
To trust...You are my God
And to worship...and | will praise you...and | will exalt you.

Therefore
Take the last verse of Psalm 118 and do what it tells you today.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,;
his love endures forever.



fad

MARR 11.12-26/

’
F

1G5 AND TEMPLES

REMEMBER

THEREFORE | TELL YOU,

WHATEVER YOU ASK FOR IN PRAYER,
BELIEVE THAT YOU

HAVE RECEIVED IT,

AND IT WILL BE YOURS.

MARK 11:24

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

HOUSE OF THE LORD / PHIL WICKHAM
TURN THE TABLES / CAROLINE COBB




WEEH 34 / READING 1

Text - Mark 11:12-14, 20-22

The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. Seeing
in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit.
When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not
the season for figs. Then he said to the tree, “"May no one ever eat
fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it...In the
morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the
roots. Peter remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree
you cursed has withered!”

Thought

| was reading a story of a man who ordered a Faberge Egg for his
wife for their 20th wedding anniversary, but when he opened the
package he discovered he'd been sent a potato studded with plastic
earrings..."l wanted to get [my wife] something special and whilst |
was sceptical at the £59.99 price tag, | never dreamed | would be
stuck with a Maris Piper potato.” HIs wife commented, “I can't put this
on display, it wouldn’t be right.”

It's a funny story, but in it you have a mix of disappointment and
frustration and anger at finding that something isn't as it is supposed
to be...like Jesus and the fig tree...which is really about Jesus and
the temple and the whole religious life of the people of Israel.

It was to be a beautiful shining precious people who would display
the God of the universe who had saved them and loved them...but
get up close and it was really just a potatoes with a few bits of pound
land jewellery attached.

We, as followers of Jesus are on display, to show the world what the
Good News of Jesus is all about, what life following Jesus is all about,
what life in the kingdom of God is all about...and so we want to be
people who bear fruit (unlike the fig tree), temples that are sacred
(unlike that temple)...or if you like, faberge eggs that aren’t spuds.

It's not all on us just making ourselves better, but prayerfully (we'll
think about that later in the week) asking the Spirit to bear good fruit



(we'll think about that tomorrow) and overturn tables in the temple of
our heart (we'll think about that later tool!).

Therefore

Thank God that he actually wants to put you on display...maybe think
about the bits to your following of Jesus that flatter to deceive, and
resolve to see how you can prayerfully ask the Spirit this week to
bring change about it your life.



WEEH 34 / READING 2

Text - Matthew 3:8 / Galatians 5:12-25
Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.

So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit
what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so
that you are not to do whatever you want. But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under the law.

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of
rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness,
orgies, and the like. | warn you, as | did before, that those who live
like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such
things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

Thought

Jesus interaction with the fig tree that we read about yesterday was
an object lesson about his people not being leafy trees devoid of
fruit or fancy temples empty of righteousness and holiness. Rather
we're supposed to be fruitful people and our churches are supposed
to be fruit filled places.

And so we could't talk about bearing fruit without thinking about
what Paul says in Galatians. Just read slowly through the things he
lists...

love

joy

peace



forbearance
kindness
goodness
faithfulness
gentleness
self-control

This is fruit in keeping with repentance, turning away from the
opposite (and all the other stuff Paul lists as well)...and it is the fruit of
the Spirit that grows and develops and matures (often slowly...
frustratingly slowly even) as we walk by the Spirit and keep in step
with the Spirit.

Therefore

Let's be honest, at the start of a new year, one resolution is hard
enough never mind a list like this, but it's ultimately not about the
power of our resolutions, but the transformational power of the Spirit.
So resolve to walk by the Spirit and keep in step with the Spirit this
year (and when you mess up...inevitably...turn back and He will
produce fruit in keeping with repentance). And take heart from Paul'’s
confidence in Philipians 1:6...1 am sure of this, that he who started a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.



WEER 34 / READING 3

Text - John 15:1-8

“| am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear
fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already
clean because of the word | have spoken to you. Remain in me, as |
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain
in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

“| am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you,
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do
not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and
withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and
burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.

Thought
We're moving from fig tress to vines today...but we're talking about
the same thing...followers of Jesus being fruitful, bearing fruit.

The warning is here as well...the gardener cutting off every branch
that bears no fruit sit's alongside Jesus judgement of the fig tree (and
the temple).

But the way of fruitfulness is here. Yesterday we talked about keeping
in step with the Spirit, today the picture is of us keeping connected to
Jesus, like a branch to a vine. It is by grace God has grafted us onto
the vine, given us life in Jesus, and he has done that so that we might
receive more of his grace through our lives so that we might bear
fruit to bless the world around us.

But in our aiming and hoping and doing, the key thing Jesus
highlights here is abiding..."remain in me” he says again and again
so that you can constantly be receiving from him, just as a branch
receives sap from the vine, nutrients from the root.



Therefore

Maybe reflect back over this year and things about all your doing and
striving to be a follower of Jesus...how was that matched by and
dependent on your abiding. In all your giving, how were you
receiving? And maybe this is a chance to resolve to abide more,
receive more...and therefore bear more fruit for Jesus this year.



WEER 34 / READING &

Text - Mark 11:15-18

On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began
driving out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned
the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling
doves, and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the
temple courts. And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My
house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have
made it ‘a den of robbers.””

The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began
looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole
crowd was amazed at his teaching.

Thought

In one of this weeks “Rejoice” songs, Caroline Cobb looks to capture
this scene in song form...and | think she does it pretty well...as well
as highlighting the things that have Jesus fly “into a righteous rage.”
Things like the exploitation of worshippers, the merchandising of
worship and the prevention of others finding space to worship...
things that are important for our church(es) to avoid.

But she also sees a real personal application...

Don’t you know that your heart is a temple
He's knocking down your door so

Let Him in and he'll turn over tables

Make your heart a house for the Lord

So as well as concern for the church, we need to be concerned with
our hearts as we come to church, as we seek to be worshippers,
followers of Jesus. Our heart should be a sacred and special place for
Jesus and his Spirit, with it's focus, affection, motivation and desires
set on him, not taken up with, overcrowded with our busyness and
business.

Therefore



So what tables need overturned in your heart. What space, filled with
other things, needs created for prayer and worship? Ask Jesus, by his
Holy Spirit to begin that work today.



WEER 34 / READING o

Text - Mark 11:22-25

"Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. “Truly | tell you, if anyone says to
this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in
their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done
for them. Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe
that you have received it, and it will be yours. And when you stand
praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that
your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.”

Thought

Heart Mountain in Wyoming, USA, is a 2500 metre tall mountain
(Slieve Donard is only 850 metres tall...just for context) that moved.
Geologists think it used to belong to a larger mountain range but it
now sits 100 km away from that range. They're not really sure how it
happened but it can only be explained by a huge force...they think it
has to do with lava, fissures in the rock and a huge build up of boiling
water and steam that send the mountain sliding to it's new position in
around half an hour (that's a speed of about 60mph).

Can you imagine seeing that happen? Can you imagine the power
needed to do that. Yet here we have this promise that faith filled
prayer could actually move a mountain. But it's not lava and steam
and fissures, but the God who hears and answers prayer that will
move it.

Of course this passage isn't an invitation to start rearranging the
geological design of the world...it'd be nice to have snow covered
mountain close by to ski on instead of just an iced up Crumlin Road...
but it is an invitation to believe in and pray for the immeasurable
power of God to do what is humanly impossible, to move the
mountains that seem immovable in our lives and the lives of our
families and communities, to do the things that can only be explained
by the immeasurable power of God.

Therefore

So what problem(s) seem mountainous to you today, impossible to
scale or to shift. Take them to our mountain moving God, putting faith
in the promise of Jesus.



fad

MARR 1L12-27-12.12/ VINEYARD

REMEMBER

THE STONE

THE BUILDERS REJECTED

HAS BECOME THE CORNERSTONE;
THE LORD HAS DONE THIS,

AND IT IS MARVELLOUS IN OUR EYES

MARK 12:11-12

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

HOUSE OF THE LORD / PHIL WICKHAM
TURN THE TABLES / CAROLINE COBB




WEEH 35 / READING 1

Text - Mark 11:27-33

They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the
temple courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders
came to him. "By what authority are you doing these things?” they
asked. “And who gave you authority to do this?”

Jesus replied, “l will ask you one question. Answer me, and | will tell
you by what authority | am doing these things. John's baptism—was it
from heaven, or of human origin? Tell me!”

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From
heaven, he will ask, ‘Then why didn't you believe him? But if we say,
'‘Of human origin’ ..." (They feared the people, for everyone held that
John really was a prophet.)

So they answered Jesus, “We don't know.”

Jesus said, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these
things.”

Thought
If | was to ask you who had authority in your life...who would it be?

Aren’t there people who have authority simply by their position. So
the police and politicians and parents have the authority to stop you
doing certain things or make you do certain things.

Then there are the people who earn authority to speak into our lives
and give advice we listen to...people who have shown they can be
trusted because of their expertise in a certain area or because of their
care and love for us.

But at the same time we need to recognise and be willing to submit
to their authority to listen and respect and follow advice and
instruction.

Jesus walks into Jerusalem, as the Son of God, the anointed King of
the coming kingdom, his position gives him authority. And he also
walks in with all the wisdom and love you could imagine, his ability
and character give him authority.



And the choice of the religious leaders is whether to respect and
submit to his authority.

Police, politicians, parents...people are always at risk of overstepping,
abusing or making mistakes through their authority, but Jesus never
does, so why wouldn’t they and we submit to his authority

Therefore

Thank Jesus for his perfectly wise and loving authority and ask the
Holy Spirit to show you where in life you might not be willing to
submit to this perfect authority.



WEEH 35 / READING 2

Text - Isaiah 5:1-4,7
| will sing for the one | love
a song about his vineyard:
My loved one had a vineyard
on a fertile hillside.
He dug it up and cleared it of stones
and planted it with the choicest vines.
He built a watchtower in it
and cut out a winepress as well.
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes,
but it yielded only bad fruit.
“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
What more could have been done for my vineyard
than | have done for it?
When | looked for good grapes,
why did it yield only bad?

The vineyard of the Lord Almighty
is the nation of Israel,

and the people of Judah
are the vines he delighted in.

And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed,;
for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.

Thought

| am not a gardener by any stretch of the imagination...my mum is
and we have benefitted many times from her gardening skills,

raspberries, leeks, tomatoes, cucumbers, potatoes.

There's something about being able to go out to the garden and pick
what you need for dinner...but the disappointment when the tomato
is tasteless and mushy or the potatoes have rotted underground is
palpable...especially after all the gardener has done to cultivate

them.



You sense this disappointment as God finds sour grapes in his
vineyard...yet this disappointment isnt simply at not being able to
cook his dinner or it not tasting the best. These sour grapes are
bloodshed and causing distress. This people who were to shine his
light in the world were being the opposite...they might have looked
like good grapes but take a bite and your face will be all screwed up
because of the bitterness.

If we're looking to apply this, the vineyard is the church, for which
God has done everything, purchased us with his son, filled us with his
Spirit, given us his word, yet at times we can be bitter to the taste...l
guess we've all tasted that as well.

Yet we're called to be sweet to the taste. Isn't that a great vision for
church life. Try us...crush us even and you'll find a sweetness of life
rather than a bitterness of spirit!

Therefore

Just as Jesus is our ultimate authority, he is our ultimate example...
the one whose life was sweeter than anything to all who experienced
it, and the one who bled forgiveness when he was crushed. What
more could he have done for us to make us sweet. Take some time
simply to think on the sweetness of Jesus and ask him to help change
areas of bitterness in your life.



WEERH 35 / READING 3

Text - Mark 12:1-12
Jesus then began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a
vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built
a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and
moved to another place. At harvest time he sent a servant to the
tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. But
they seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Then he
sent another servant to them; they struck this man on the head and
treated him shamefully. He sent still another, and that one they killed.
He sent many others; some of them they beat, others they killed.
"He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of
all, saying, "'They will respect my son.
“But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let's kill
him, and the inheritance will be ours.” So they took him and killed
him, and threw him out of the vineyard.
"What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill
those tenants and give the vineyard to others. Haven't you read this
passage of Scripture:
"The stone the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,

and it is marvellous in our eyes'?”
Then the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders looked
for a way to arrest him because they knew he had spoken the parable
against them. But they were afraid of the crowd; so they left him and
went away.

Thought
We'd describe someone who keeps doing the same thing that has
damaging results for them as a “glutton for punishment.” And we'd
wonder about their sanity...why on earth would you keep going back
for more!

Yet here we have this vineyard owner who it seems is a glutton for
punishment...servant after servant is beaten and killed and then



finally, foolishly he sends his son...and surprise surprise, even the Son
is killed.

Any other vineyard owner, and we'd be having a word, but this
vineyard owner is God and in this story he's having a word with us.
Rather than being a glutton for punishment, he is again and again
showing patience and mercy and grace towards a bunch of gluttons
in the hope that they will be drawn back to him and be saved from his
ultimate punishment.

That punishment ultimately comes but not before the vineyard owner
has poured out vast amounts of mercy and grace.

So who are the foolish ones at the end of the day?

Therefore
2 Peter 3:9-10 captures this story well...

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to
perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the
earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.

There is the promise of judgement, but there is also the patience of
the Lord. So either respond to his patience and mercy and grace and
be saved...or rejoice in the fact that the Lord has been patient with
you and has saved you.



WEER 35 / READING &

Text - Mark 12:1-12
Jesus then began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a
vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built
a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and
moved to another place. At harvest time he sent a servant to the
tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. But
they seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Then he
sent another servant to them; they struck this man on the head and
treated him shamefully. He sent still another, and that one they killed.
He sent many others; some of them they beat, others they killed.
"He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of
all, saying, ‘'They will respect my son.
“But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill
him, and the inheritance will be ours.” So they took him and killed
him, and threw him out of the vineyard.
"What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill
those tenants and give the vineyard to others. Haven't you read this
passage of Scripture:
“The stone the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,

and it is marvellous in our eyes?”
Then the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders looked
for a way to arrest him because they knew he had spoken the parable
against them. But they were afraid of the crowd; so they left him and
went away.

Thought
Imagine you got the call as one of the servants...

"Dave, | need you to do something for me”

“Sure, no worries..”

“Great, would you go to that vineyard and collect my dues please”
“Sure...oh, hang on, which vineyard...isn't that the one where the last
few guys got beat up...and | haven't seen Noah since he was sent,
did he not even come back.”



"Well, yep, the tenants have been really difficult, but I'm being patient
with them, showing them mercy”

“But they don't sound like they'll show me mercy”

“Well maybe not, but | want you to go..."

It would sound crazy wouldn't it...we'd be resistant. Yet today God
calls us to go to people who may turn against us. Some of you may
well have experienced this. Yet God is not unaware of the difficulty, of
the struggle, of the hurt, of the loss...hasnt he already sent his Son
and had him killed.

So as we're sent, we tread a path that Jesus has, we're invited to share
in his sufferings, and we do it because we trust the vineyard owner
about not fearing the tenants.

Therefore
Ask the Holy Spirit to deepen your trust in God, so that it overwhelms
any fear you might have of sharing your faith.



WEER 35 / READING o

Text - 1 Peter 2:4-6
As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen
by God and precious to him—you also, like living stones, are being
built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it
says:
“See, | lay a stone in Zion,

a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him

will never be put to shame.”

Thought

The lockdown saw a surge in Lego sales...their profits increased by
£1.5 billion in 2020. We didn‘t buy any, but that's because we still had
all the Lego | played with as a child in our house as well as all the
Lego our kids have gathered up over the years. And if you go by my
Facebook feed, Lego is getting bigger and bigger (with grown ups
having whole rooms of their houses devoted to Lego!)

Lego is brilliant...until you hit that frustrating point where you're
missing the key piece and you're scrabbling about under sofas for
that one piece you need.

In this passage we see God building something, even better than a
Lego Millennium Falcon...he's building a home. And the key piece,
the cornerstone, is the piece that was rejected by people, as Jesus

told the religious leaders in his vineyard parable, but now is central to
what God is building.

And even better, God is using lots of other bricks...us, those who
have come to Jesus...building them together as part of this home.

When it comes to Lego, | can be tempted to take over the building
when I'm helping the kids, which betrays a heart that is more keen to
build something myself. What | need to do in my heart is see myself
not as a builder but as a brick in the amazing thing that God is
building.



Therefore

Here's an excuse to get some Lego out if you have it. But whether you
have Lego or not, ask God to give you a heart that desires to be a
brick nin the marvellous thing he is building, his church and his
kingdom, rather than a builder building something of your own.
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2.13-11/

MARK ALLEGIANCE

REMEMBER

THEN JESUS SAID TO THEM,
"‘GIVE BACK TO CAESAR
WHAT IS CAESAR'S

AND TO GOD

WHAT IS GOD’S”

MARK 12:17

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

| USED TO BE IN LOVE /7 DAVID BOWDEN




WEEH 36 / READING |

Text - Mark 12:13-17

Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to
catch him in his words. They came to him and said, “Teacher, we
know that you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by others,
because you pay no attention to who they are; but you teach the way
of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the imperial tax
to Caesar or not? Should we pay or shouldn't we?”

But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he
asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” They brought the
coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose
inscription?”

"Caesar’s,” they replied.

Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar'’s and to
God what is God's.”

And they were amazed at him.

Thought

Donald Trump’s recent election and more recent inauguration has
produced some remarkable transformation of opinions by other
politicians. One politician who previously called him "deluded,
dishonest, xenophobic, narcissistic” and “a tyrant in a toupee" has
been more recently quoted as describing Donald Trump as “a man
who had incredible grace, generosity, very keen to be a good host.”

And you might be left thinking about the integrity of those words, do
they really mean that, or are they juts syaing that to achieve
something or get something. In a similar way we see a lack of
integrity this week with the Pharisees and Herodians. They're using
flattery in order to trap Jesus.

And we might tut and sneer and be disappointed at such shocking
uses of flattery and insincerity to try and win someone over or try and
trap them...but the Scriptures work like a mirror for us, and so they
ask us whether we can see that lack of integrity in us.

Many of us come to church each week and engage in worship,
singing wonderful true words about God, Jesus, the Spirit, the



Gospel...but the question we need to ask is about our integrity as we
sing. Can we be tempted sometimes to be trying to convince God we
think one thing about him and we secretly are holding anger and
frustration etc in our hearts...or are we trying to use our words to
butter him up in order to achieve something for ourselves?

Therefore

When we sing good worship, we sing truth, but we need it to be true
for us, to believe it, to feel it, to proclaim it and to do so with integrity.
So week by week, be preparing yourself for worship...bring your
frustrations and hurts and disappointments to God, your agendas
and lay them all before him, and let the truth of who he is and what
he has done shape your heart, and shape the words that flow form
your heart and out of your mouth in song!



WEEH 36 / READING 2

Text - Mark 12:13-17 / Proverbs 3:5-6

Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to
catch him in his words. They came to him and said, “Teacher, we
know that you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by others,
because you pay no attention to who they are; but you teach the way
of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the imperial tax
to Caesar or not? Should we pay or shouldn't we?”

But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he
asked. “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” They brought the
coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose
inscription?”

“Caesar’s,” they replied.

Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to
God what is God’s.”

And they were amazed at him.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make
straight your paths.

Thought

On Sunday we spoke about how the words the Pharisees and
Herodians used to try and trap Jesus have become words that the
Holy Spirit is using to teach us truth about Jesus. And so we are given
plenty of reasons to trust in him with all our heart as the Proverb tells
us.

But it's more that just his integrity and unchangingness and
commitment to truth that we can trust in. If you watch any quiz or
game show nowadays you might be impressed with the person that
beats the Chaser, gets the 1% question or becomes Mastermind
champion...impressed with their knowledge. But Jesus shows more
than knowledge in this confrontation, he shows wisdom.



Joh Piper describes wisdom as "knowing the greatest goal in any
situation, and the best way to achieve that goal.” Another definition is
“truth applied in specific situations for godly ends.”

The Pharisees and Herodians have ungodly ends in mind, the worst
of goals, yet Jesus in his wisdom subverts the question and teaches
his people how to live for the greatest of goals, kingdom living in the
kingdoms we live in...giving glory to the king of kings through our
living under a king...or Caesar...or prime minister...or president.

So as we think through this week what it means to follow Jesus in the
world we live in, we can trust his wisdom, showing us the greatest
goal and the best way to achieve it.

Therefore

Give thanks to Jesus that in him are “hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3) and then use Proverbs
3:5-6 as a prayer as you try and do kingdom living in the kingdom
you live in this week...

Help me trust in you Lord with all my heart.

Help me not not lean on my own understanding.
Help me acknowledge you Lord in all my ways
so that you will direct my paths



WEEH 36 / READING 3

Text - Mark 12::17 / Romans 13:1-7
“Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God's.”

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that
exist have been established by God. Consequently, whoever rebels
against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and
those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold
no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you
want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is
right and you will be commended. For the one in authority is God's
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do
not bear the sword for no reason. They are God'’s servants, agents of
wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is
necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible
punishment but also as a matter of conscience.

This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God'’s servants,
who give their full time to governing. Give to everyone what you owe
them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect,
then respect; if honour, then honour.

Thought

Paul is quite clear in Romans 13 that in our kingdom living, we have a
responsibility to acknowledge and be subject to the government of
the kingdoms we live in. And he's also quite clear that those in
government have a responsibility, to God, as his servants, and to
those they rule over, to do good.

But given the fallen nature of this world, there will be governments
that don't acknowledge God, who serve themselves and who do
wrong. Indeed there will be governments who will call good evil and
evil good and who will not commend us for doing right but will
lambast, marginalise and even persecute. So what are we supposed
to do in these circumstances?



When Jesus is asked about paying taxes to Caesar, he is being asked
about paying taxes to the oppressive, militaristic leader of a pagan
kingdom that revelled in the excesses of immorality. And he answers,

! n

“Give back to Caesar what is Caesar's.

Many people might be asking, “What have the Romans ever done for
us...” But it seems there's a recognition that good can come from
even pagan and evil rulers...there's God's common grace to us,
restraining evil and bringing blessing. And so for the good we repay,
we give back.

But what about when the taxes we pay fund the NHS which saves
lives and at the same time provides abortions...or when the
government we live under deny people’s human rights or exploit and
mistreat their own people?

We admit our governments aren’t perfect (and some are very far from
perfect) but we recognise the call to submit as good citizens...and so
we need the wisdom of Jesus to help us do kingdom living in the
kingdoms we live in...to know when to submit and when to subvert,
when to respect and when to resist.

Because we're not just to give back to Caesar what is Caesar's, we're
to God what is God's...more on that over the next few days!

Therefore
Paul writes to Timothy...

| urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for all people— for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness
and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth...

So we should pray for government to be God's servants and to rule in
such a way that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness
and holiness...kingdom living in the kingdoms we live in.



WEER 36 / READING &

Text - Mark 12:17 / Acts 5:27-42
"Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.”

The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the
Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. “We gave you strict
orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty
of this man’s blood.”

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than
human beings! The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead
—whom you killed by hanging him on a cross. God exalted him to his
own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to
repentance and forgive their sins. We are witnesses of these things,
and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey
him.”

When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to
death. But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was
honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered
that the men be put outside for a little while. Then he addressed the
Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to
these men. Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be
somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed,
all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. After him,
Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a
band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were
scattered. Therefore, in the present case | advise you: Leave these
men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human
origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop
these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.”

His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had
them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of
Jesus, and let them go.

The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. Day after day, in
the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah..



Thought

Jesus words in Mark are revolutionary...not in the sense that he's
calling people to rise up in violence against the Romans, but in the
sense that he's daring to suggest that Caesar isn‘t God and so isn't
owed total allegiance, rather God is.

Allegiance is described as a duty of fidelity said to be owed, or freely
committed, by the people, subjects or citizens to their state or
sovereign.

The Bible teaches that the Lord is the Ruler of all and Sovereign over
all, and so is owed our allegiance...and despite the fact that we have
acted as his enemies, he freely committed himself to us by coming in
flesh and blood, to redeem and rescue us and restore us to him and
his kingdom.

So now our allegiance is owed to him, and day by day we have to
choose to freely commit ourselves to his kingdom living in the
kingdoms we live in.

And sometimes there's a clash as the kingdoms we live in demand an
allegiance which would mean a betrayal of our call, our mission, our
purpose, our allegiance to the God who saved us.

The apostles live out true Gospel allegiance...We must obey God
rather than human beings!

So whenever the kingdoms we live in clash with our kingdom living,
there is only one King who is owed our allegiance, no matter the cost

Therefore

Ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen your allegiance to the King of Kings
so that you are more and more inclined to freely choose the
allegiance that is owed to him whenever the kingdoms we live in
clash with the Kingdom we live as.



WEER 36 / READING 5

Text -
Thought

Therefore



WELI 3]

MARK 12:.18-21/ RESURRECTION

REMEMBER

HE IS NOT
THE GOD OF THE DEAD,
BUT OF THE LIVING.

MARK 12:27

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

RISE MY SOUL, THE LORD IS RISEN /
CITY ALIGHT




WEEH 36 / READING |

Text - Mark 12:18-19 / Deuteronomy 25:5-10

Then the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him
with a question. “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a
man's brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must
marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother.

If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a son, his
widow must not marry outside the family. Her husband’s brother shall
take her and marry her and fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to her.
The first son she bears shall carry on the name of the dead brother so
that his name will not be blotted out from Israel.

However, if a man does not want to marry his brother’s wife, she shall
go to the elders at the town gate and say, "My husband'’s brother
refuses to carry on his brother’s name in Israel. He will not fulfill the
duty of a brother-in-law to me.” Then the elders of his town shall
summon him and talk to him. If he persists in saying, “| do not want to
marry her,” his brother’s widow shall go up to him in the presence of
the elders, take off one of his sandals, spit in his face and say, “This is
what is done to the man who will not build up his brother’s family
line.” That man'’s line shall be known in Israel as The Family of the
Unsandaled.

Thought

So let’s just start this week with the weird bit of the Sadducees
question before we get to all the wonderful truth Jesus has in his
answer.

What on earth is Moses writing about with a brother having to marry
his dead brothers wife. You can read what he actually wrote in the
Deuteronomy passage above and you get the sense of how
important it was.

It wasn't a new thing...you can read about it 400 odd years before
Moses was even born in Genesis 38 ...but Moses includes it in how
the people of God should live.



| read an article about it this morning entitled “It's not as creepy as
you might think” and whilst it might seem odd (understatement!!!) to
us, it does let us see a concern for a vulnerable widow with no family

to support her...we see a glimpse of the compassionate heart of
God.

And if you track the story of the bible we see the compassionate
heart of God not just in this sort of marriage but through it. If you
read through Ruth with us this Christmas, you might remember a man
losing a sandal. And whilst it signified a business transaction, the man
was one who was unwilling to marry Ruth, the childless widow...but
Boaz did, and from their marriage came a family line that brought us
to Jesus.

Therefore

I'm not advocating for levirate marriage but there's lots of other
things about the Christian faith that seem weird to the worldview of
today...but the weirdness of our faith, the things that seem strange to
the watching world are the ways that God’s holy heart...full of grace
and compassion and mercy...is shown to the world...and are the
ways in which the Gospel comes to life for people.



WEER 37 / READING 2

Text - Mark 12:21-23 / 1 Corinthians 1:25-30

Now there were seven brothers. The first one married and died
without leaving any children. The second one married the widow, but
he also died, leaving no child. It was the same with the third. In fact,
none of the seven left any children. Last of all, the woman died too. At
the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married
to her?”

For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called.
Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were
influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of
the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this
world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify
the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because
of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom
from God-that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.

Thought

Yesterday we thought about how the idea of “levirate marriage”
sounded weird...and today we might think that the example the
Sadducees give Jesus sounds ridiculous...which is exactly the point.

Their using a debating technique which has the fancy name “reductio
ad absurdum”...which essentially means they were trying to make
Jesus look like a fool by showing that resurrection was a really foolish
idea....because how on earth could resurrection exist if it had to deal
with problems like seven brothers working out whose wife this poor
woman was.

What they didn't realise was that Jesus was no fool ...in fact he is
wisdom personified. And his foolishness...like resurrection...is wiser
than any human wisdom...like the clever old Sadducees who read



the Scriptures and couldn’t fathom in their wisdom how resurrection
could be a thing.

We'll get to this again, but the transformative power of God, as
evidenced by the people Paul is writing to in Corinth in our second
passage...not wise, influential or noble, but now citizens of heaven
and sons and daughters of the king...means that the foolishness of
resurrection is true wisdom that changes everything.

Therefore

If the foolishness of resurrection is in fact true wisdom, what will that
change for you?



WEEH 37 / READING 3

Text - Mark 12:24-27 / 1 Corinthians 15:14-22

Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because you do not know the
Scriptures or the power of God? When the dead rise, they will neither
marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.
Now about the dead rising—have you not read in the Book of Moses,
in the account of the burning bush, how God said to him, ‘Il am the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not
the God of the dead, but of the living. You are badly mistaken!”

And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is
your faith. More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses
about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from
the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised.
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in
your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If
only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to
be pitied.

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man,
the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in
Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.

Thought

The Sadducees had an “If.." question. If the resurrection is real, how
will this messy family situation get sorted. But Jesus responds with a
"When..." answer. When the dead rise, none of your hypothetical
problems will exist...

As you read through 1 Corinthians 15, the apostle Paul starts with an
“If..." If Christ hasn't been raised well then we're in trouble, we're lost,
never n=mind the hypothetic, were pathetic...we are of all people
most to be pitied

But then he comes storming in with a “When...” answer. Because
Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, and so it's not an "“if



1

we're raised from the dead” but rather “when Christ will make us

alive.”

Life is full of “Ifs” but there is certainty and assurance in the
resurrection...as long as we have faith in the in whom all will be made
alive. And so we can face death with courage and knowledge of it's
ultimate defeat

"Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
“Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?” (1 Corithians 15:54-55)

and in this life, we can live out Paul's encouragement...

...stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to
the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord
is not in vain. (1 Corithians 15:58)

Therefore
Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with resurrection confidence today, to
take away fear and help you stand firm in whatever “ifs” you face.



WEER 37 / READING 4

Text - Mark 12:24-27 / 1 Corinthians 2:9

Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because you do not know the
Scriptures or the power of God? When the dead rise, they will neither
marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.
Now about the dead rising—have you not read in the Book of Moses,
in the account of the burning bush, how God said to him, ‘Il am the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not
the God of the dead, but of the living. You are badly mistaken!”

“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human
mind has conceived”— the things God has prepared for those who
love him—

Thought

Most of the time these devotions are (hopefully!) about digging
deeper into the Bible passage | preach thorough on a Sunday...but
sometimes (like today) there’s something that just needs repeated!

There's a really important pastoral point for this passage...because
there will be people here who put great hope in the fact that they will
see their spouse again in heaven because of their faith...or extend it
out to the myriad of important relationships we have on this earth,
parents, siblings, children friends...and so what Jesus is not saying
here is that these earthly relationships will be gone and forgotten...or
that we won't recognise anyone...but rather the power of God offers
even more hope than you think you have...

David, the king of Israel, reflecting upon the death of his son, said, "I
shall go to him” (2 Samuel 12:23), an anticipation of seeing him
again...but if we understand the power of God, the good we
experience on earth in our relationships will not just continue but will
be transformed and glorified. Here's how one minister, Edward
Donnelly, put it (and this is pastoral gold)...

"For every good thing will be better in heaven than on earth. If God
has given you a Christian husband or wife, parent or child, brother or
friend, you can be sure that, whatever the parameters of your future



relationship with them may be, the friendship will be closer there
than it is now. You will know them more intimately, love them more
intensely, delight in them more fully. It is impossible that we should
lose anything good in that place where good abounds. We can look
at Christians whom we love especially and praise God that we will
continue to love them, more and more, for ever and ever.”

What you miss in this life, you can anticipate in greater and deeper
measure in the age to come...

Therefore
So let this assure you in this life that whatever you hope for in heaven,
what God has prepared for you will exceed all your anticipation



WEER 37 / READING §

Text - Mark 12:24-27 / Psalm 16:5-11

Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because you do not know the
Scriptures or the power of God? When the dead rise, they will neither
marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.
Now about the dead rising—have you not read in the Book of Moses,
in the account of the burning bush, how God said to him, ‘Il am the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not
the God of the dead, but of the living. You are badly mistaken!”

Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup;
you make my lot secure.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
surely | have a delightful inheritance.
| will praise the Lord, who counsels me;
even at night my heart instructs me.
| keep my eyes always on the Lord.
With him at my right hand, | will not be shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
my body also will rest secure,
because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
nor will you let your faithful one see decay.
You make known to me the path of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence,
with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

Thought

There are promises that people don't keep...and most if not all of us
have been disappointed and let down by a friend or a colleague or a
politician who did not keep their promises.

And there are promises that people can’t keep...like the parent or
friend who promises to “always be here for you.” Why can't we keep
promises like that? Well, ultimately our presence is finite, because
inevitably death takes us or them and breaks our promise.

As Jesus argues against the resurrection naysayers, his argument is
based on God's promise keeping ability. He's the God who made an
everlasting covenant (committed promise) with Abraham “to be your



God and the God of your descendants after you” and to give him the
land as “an everlasting possession.” Yet Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob all die...and so how can God keep his everlasting promise.

Well, he keeps it because he will not abandon his people to the realm
of the dead, or let his faithful one see corruption. We see that first in
Jesus, in his resurrection, which breaks the hold of death on all of
God's people, and so now that death no longer has a hold on us, we
can take hold of Gods everlasting covenant forever.

“Never will | leave you, never will | forsake you,” God promises
(Hebrews 13:5)...not in this life, not in the grave, and so one day he
will fill his people of faith...you, me, Abraham and countless others...
with joy in his presence and pleasures forevermore at this right hand.

All because resurrection is true. All because he is a God who can
keep his promises.

Therefore
Resurrection proves God keeps his promises, so what promises of
God do you need to believe in today?



REMEMBER

“THE MOST IMPORTANT ONE,”
ANSWERED JESUS, IS THIS: 'HEAR, O
ISRAEL: THE LORD OUR GOD, THE
LORD IS ONE. LOVE THE LORD YOUR
GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL AND WITH ALL
YOUR MIND AND WITH ALL YOUR
STRENGTH.” THE SECOND IS THIS:
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELF.
THERE IS NO COMMANDMENT
GREATER THAN THESE.

MARK 12:29-31

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT /
THE PORTER'S GATE




WEEH 38 / READING |

Text - Mark 12:28-31 / Matthew 22:40

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of
all the commandments, which is the most important?”

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength. The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.!
There is no commandment greater than these.”

“All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

Thought
"What is the greatest...?" is always an interesting question...

What is the greatest movie of all time? (lt's The Shawshank
Redemption by the way!)

What is the greatest band of all time? (It's Counting Crows by the
way)

What is the greatest football team, cuisine, holiday destination...the
debates are endless.

And so this teacher asks an interesting question. What is the greatest
commandment. In the Hebrew Scriptures (our Old Testament) there
were 613 commandments, made up of 248 positive commandments
- "Do this..." - and 365 negative commandments - one “Don’t do
that...” for every day of the year!. And so debate flowed about what
was the greatest commandment.

Jesus gives a pretty straight answer, and we'll get into that answer
this week. But he doesn't separate the commandments into
important and unimportant, rather as we see from what Matthew
includes in his account, he shows that they (love God and your



neighbour) are important because they are the root and energy of
every other commandment that makes up the life of God's people.

Therefore

So the life of a follower of Jesus is not about a life of keeping a list of
rules rules, it's about a rule of life that keeps you within the will of
God, that keeps you living out the kingdom. Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and
with all your strength and love your neighbour as yourself.



WEER 38 / READING 2

Text - Deuteronomy 6:5-6

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength.

Thought

In 1991 I was a 11-12 year old desperately trying to be like everyone
else...and failing. People were getting into music, and so | tried. You
can judge by my first series of tapes (kids, ask you parents what a
tape was!) whether | was successful...Kylie Minogue...New Kids on
the Block...and Chesney Hawkes (there's a nostalgia trip for some of
you and a Google search for others)..

| had the (terrible) curtains that Chesney Hawkes had as he sang what
| thought was a brilliant song (and so did others, it hit number 1),"l am
the one and only”. Of course he wasn't the one and only, he was part

of a music industry beginning to produce cookie cutter pop stars and
boyband.

Today's verses are the foundation of Jesus answer to the teacher of
the law’s question about the greatest command. It's the Shema, a
prayer said morning and night by the people of God, reminding
them in a world of many gods and competing devotions, that he was
the true “One and Only!” Unfortunately his people, despite their
ritual prayers, failed to remember this reality and ran after other gods
and gave their devotion to other things

As Paul writes to Timothy he riffs off this prayer as he says, “For there
is one God...” but he also adds in the Gospel, the good new for
people who have failed to live out that reality, and who need to get
right with this one and only God, as he speaks of “...one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5).

Therefore



Maybe use the Shema as a prayer today, acknowledging our one and
only God, and also giving thanks for the good news of our one
mediator, the man Christ Jesus.



WEEH 38 / READING 3

Text - Mark 12:28-31 / Exodus 19:3-6

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of
all the commandments, which is the most important?”

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength. The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.
There is no commandment greater than these.”

Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the
mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the descendants of
Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: "You yourselves
have seen what | did to Egypt, and how | carried you on eagles’ wings
and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.
Although the whole earth is mine, you[a] will be for me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the
Israelites.”

Thought

The Bible Project has a brilliant video series on the Shema, this prayer
that Jesus quotes as he answers the question posed to him. And in
the first video they highlight the fact that one of the ways the word
“Shema” (which is the word for “Hear...”) can be understood is in
terms of responding.

And they point to God speaking to the people of Israel after he
rescues them from Egypt...the one and only God who proved himself
as he did that...and he calls them to “obey” him fully.

But the word used for “obey” is “Shema”...in fact it's written twice for
emphasis...if you “Shema shema” me fully and keep my covenant...
so to listen is to keep their side of the covenant. God has done his



part, he has rescued them and brought them to himself, and now
they are to listen and obey.

So when Jesus answers about the most important commandment...
and uses this “Shema” term...we see him call the people to listen and
keep the whole covenant of a God who rescued them...and keeping
the covenant ultimately is about loving God with everything, heart,
soul, mind and strength.

God has rescued us in Jesus, invited us into his covenant promises,
and so our one and only response to this one and only God who
gave his one and only Son, is our keeping of this covenant which is to
love him with everything.

Therefore

The Bible Project Shema series explores all the key words in little 5
minutes videos, so today instead of scrolling though endless
facebook or instagram or snapchat or tiktok posts, explore the
Shema.



WEER 38 / READING &

Text - Mark 12:28-31 / Romans 13:8-10

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of
all the commandments, which is the most important?”

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength. The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.
There is no commandment greater than these.”

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love
one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not
murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever
other command there may be, are summed up in this one command:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no harm to a neighbor.
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

Thought

A number of years ago | read a book called The Art of
Neighbouring...which to be honest, I'd forgotten about until just now
as I'm writing this.

The Art of Neighbouring was written by a couple of pastors, one of
whom had a job organising missions for his church, but realised he
didn’t know the names of his actual neighbours. And so the question
that the Art of Neighbouring asked was this...

"What if Jesus meant that we should love our actual neighbours?

As a church we talk about GOING with the good news of Jesus, and
we encourage people to think how they might do that, how we might
do that...but if we take the possibility that Jesus meant that we
should love our actual neighbours, at least as one aspect of this
command, then none of us have to GO very far because God has
already placed us beside certain people.



Now most of us hopefully can put a big tick beside at least three of
the commands Paul mentions, adultery, murder and theft...most of us
probably have spotted something in the neighbours house or
driveway we'd kinda like, so not coveting might not be quiet as
successful.

But loving our neighbour is much more than not doing wrong to
them, it is seeking their best, and their best is to hear and believe the
good news of Jesus.

But seeking their best might just start with finding out their name

Therefore

The Art of neighbouring used a simple little 3x3 grid to map out
neighbours...you're in the middle house, and the challenge is to
begin to get to know up to 8 houses around you...So maybe this
weekend, you could start by finding out the name of a neighbour,
and simply saying hello. Who know’s what God might do through you
loving those neighbours.

If you'd like to hear a bit more of the background toThe art of
Neighbouring, this 10 minute video is worth your time.



WEER 38 / READING S

Text - Mark 12:28-34

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked
him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself’ There is no commandment greater than
these.”

“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that
God is one and there is no other but him. To love him with all
your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength,
and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all
burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him,
"You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no
one dared ask him any more questions..

Thought

| was sharing a funeral this week with Andy from the Mission Hall.
Because Eddie had been part of both our church and the Hall, those
who came to be at his funeral service got two preachers for the price
of one. | got to share about the hope of the resurrection for Eddie
and his family that we'd thought about in church a few weeks ago,
And Andy shared about the night that Eddie and his wife Molly, came
to a realisation that they needed Jesus, and came to faith. They had
believed in God all their lives and to many people looked like a
lovely Christian couple...they were a lovely couple, but they still
needed to receive what Jesus had done for them...which they did!

And as he spoke the congregation, he used the example of a bag of
sweets...which, if they're offered to you, are no use until you receive



them and taste them, It's not enough to know the Gospel, you need
to receive it and taste it.

In the same way, as Jesus listened to the mans answer to his
explanation of the greatest commandment, he saw a man who knew
what the greatest commandment was...he was not far from the
kingdom of God...but he wasn't in it, because the recognition of the
law, needed to become the reality of his life...knowing and doing.

The Gospel is about knowing and receiving...the kingdom is about
knowing and doing.

Therefore

So what about you...are you not far from the kingdom? Jesus invites
you to know and receive, to know and to respond, to be forgiven and
to follow.

So reflecting on this weeks devotions, we know what the greatest
commandment is...but is it something we then do? How can you
grow in your love for God in all areas of your life, heart, should, mind
and strength. And how can you love your neighbours as yourself?
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MARR 12.35-44/

WO PENNIES

REMEMBER

“TRULY | TELL YOU,

THIS POOR WIDOW HAS PUT MORE
INTO THE TREASURY

THAN ALL THE OTHERS.

HEY ALL GAVE OUT OF THEIR
WEALTH; BUT SHE, OUT OF HER
POVERTY, PUT IN EVERY THING
—ALL SHE HAD TO LIVE ON”

MARK 12:43-44

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

ALL PEOPLE THAT ON EARTH DO
DWELL /7 EMU MUSIC




WEERH 33 / READING 1

Text - Mark 12:35 /2 Samuel 7:12,16
While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, “Why do
the teachers of the law say that the Messiah is the son of David?

When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, | will raise
up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and |
will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for
my Name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. | will
be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, | will
punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by
human hands. But my love will never be taken away from him, as |
took it away from Saul, whom | removed from before you.

Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your
throne will be established forever.”

Thought

The teachers of the law were experts in the law...seems obvious, but
that means they were experts in the Scriptures...because the
Scriptures contained the law...and they contained their history.

So they knew that King David had a son...and his son Solomon was a
pretty good and wise king...until he wasn't...and then apart from the
odd exception the following generations are a train wreck of kings
who do wrong...and so judgement falls on them and the nation as
they are invaded and captured and exiled...

But God has promised that the house of David will endure forever, his
throne will be established forever.

And so to be fair to the teachers of the law, who don’t cover
themselves in glory a huge amount, they cling onto God’s promise,
that an anointed descendant of David will be king again one day. Of
course they don't seem the whole glorious picture, it'll be more
expansive than they could ever imagine, but still they're trusting God
to fulfil his promise.

Therefore



There's lots of situations where we might hope for it to get better, be
fixed, made right. The other week we saw how resurrection means all
that we hope for will be outdone by what God has planned for, but
while we can't imagine what God will do, we can hold on to the
promise that he will do it and that until he does, he'll never leave us
or forsake us. The Messiah has come and is coming again, so take
heart and take hold of God's promises.



WEER 38 / READING 2

Text - Mark 12:35-37 / Psalm 110
While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, “"Why do
the teachers of the law say that the Messiah is the son of David?
David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared:
“The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand
until I put your enemies
under your feet.”
David himself calls him ‘Lord. How then can he be his son?”
The large crowd listened to him with delight.

The Lord says to my lord:
“Sit at my right hand
until | make your enemies
a footstool for your feet.”
The Lord will extend your mighty scepter from Zion, saying,
“Rule in the midst of your enemies!”
Your troops will be willing
on your day of battle.
Arrayed in holy splendor,
your young men will come to you
like dew from the morning’s womb.
The Lord has sworn
and will not change his mind:
"You are a priest forever,
in the order of Melchizedek.”
The Lord is at your right hand,;
he will crush kings on the day of his wrath.
He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead
and crushing the rulers of the whole earth.

He will drink from a brook along the way,
and so he will lift his head high.

Thought
Psalm 110 had been used as a coronation hymn for Israel's kings, but
if you read to the end of the Psalm and read to the end of most of the



kings rules, you’d kind not many matched...not many had their head
lifted high.

And then Jesus quotes it, saying that David didn't just pen a psalm
but prophesied in this Psalm about a king who would sit down at
God's right hand, whose rule would after from a global victory and
dominance of his enemies and who would also be a priest (in the
order of Melchizedek - a whole other series of devotions!). It sounds
like the Messiah

But read to the end of Jesus story...With that, he bowed his head and
gave up his spirit (John 19:30)...and he's just another failure. Until
resurrection and we find that the resurrected Jesus, ascends to
heaven and there he sits down at the right hand of God and “"He was
given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples
of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will
never be destroyed” (Daniel 7:14). One day his enemies, Satan, evil
and death will be destroyed!

And his death wasn’t just something that needed to be fixed, no his
death was needed in order for us to be fixed. Jesus the priest king
offered himself as a sacrifice to cover our sins and restore us to God.

Therefore

So maybe your head is bowed today, by the evil around you or the
sin within you. Psalm 110 and the promise of a Messiah who is a
priest-king is a promise of forgiveness and the forever defeat of evil.
Lift your head high!



WEERH 33 / READING 3

Text - Mark 12:38-40

As he taught, Jesus said, “"Watch out for the teachers of the law. They
like to walk around in flowing robes and be greeted with respect in
the marketplaces, and have the most important seats in the
synagogues and the places of honour at banquets. They devour
widows' houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will
be punished most severely.”

Thought

| love the fact that as Jesus said these words, a couple of teachers of
the law were possibly walking past, robes flowing, and instead of,
“Stand up for the teachers of the law,” they got, “Watch out for the
teachers of the law.”

Ask any person in the temple for a bad example, and they're
probably not going to be pointing fingers at the teachers...because
the look so good, they sound so good. But Jesus sees through the
pretence, the mask, the show and he sees hearts that do the opposite
of the greatest commandment. They love themselves above God
because their religion is about their own honour and hot God'’s...and
their religion is used to exploit the vulnerable, rather than loving their
neighbour.

It's supposed to be a challenge for us...to make us think, "Am | like
them in any way?”

Do | love myself more than God? Is church an opportunity to paint a
certain picture of myself so that other people admire me, or is it a
chance to worship and rest of God's grace?

Am | inclined to seek my best even to the detriment of others, even
vulnerable people? Who loses when | win? Who suffers when |
prosper?

The warning in this story is stark, but the hope, the promise of the big
story is grace for those who come in repentance?



Therefore

So where are you more like the teachers of the law than you'd like to
admit? Bring it to Jesus it repentance and rest in and rejoice over his
grace and mercy towards you.



WEER 33 / READING 4

Text - Mark 12:41-44

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and
watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury.
Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came
and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly | tell you, this poor
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all
gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything
—all she had to live on.”

Thought
There's a classic psychology experiment video called “The Monkey

1nir-

Business lllusion” which highlights ““inattentional blindness.”

SPOILER ALERT - if you want to watch the video without knowing
anything about it, do it now, otherwise read on.

The video involves counting the number of passes a group of people
make. What most people who watch it don’t notice is the person
dressed as a gorilla who walks across the camera shot. And even
those who do know about the gorilla fail to spot the colour of the
curtain changing colour or a player leaving the game.

Jesus would have passed the test with flying colours because he
misses nothing. In the midst of the temple with the noise of the
collection boxes and large amounts that rich people were throwing
in, he notices the widow who gives “two very small copper coins.” It
seems insignificant to everyone else, but to Jesus it is hugely
valuable.

We'll get to the woman'’s heart tomorrow but today we see God's
heart, noticing whatever we can give to him, even if we (or others)
think it's small compared to others giving. God values our two small
pennies of that's all we have to give.

To quote myself form Sunday...



"Some of us will be giving out of our poverty...busy seasons of life
with responsibility, an ageing parent, little kids, a sick spouse, a
demanding and necessary job...and so God isn't comparing and
contrasting the amount you can give compared to others...he's
looking at our hearts, and if it's two pennies from a heart of love, he is
smiling over that.”

Therefore

So if you feel you have little to offer to God in terms of money, time,
talent, energy, etc, take heart, that God's heart is as delighted with
your two pennies as with anything else that anyone else gives, no
matter how large.



WEER 33 / READING S

Text - Mark 12:41-44

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and
watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury.
Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came
and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly | tell you, this poor
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all
gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything
—all she had to live on.”

Thought
To hark back to last week...

"Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.' The second is this: ‘Love your
neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than
these.”

Never mind the teachers of the law, the so called experts, who
end serving as bad examples...look at this poor widow and see a
heart of love for God and neighbour as she gives (as one
translation puts it) “her entire lie.”

s that a straight lesson for us to have empty wallets and purses
after church...not necessarily...but it is more a lesson to have a
heart full of love for neighbour and for God which is willing to
give whatever.

The widow is our example, but our ultimate motivation is Jesus,
who, out of love for God and neighbour, gave his entire life on
the cross so we could enjoy the riches of his grace...and then
give our entire lives so others might enjoy that also.



Therefore

So ask the Holy Spirit to fill your heart with love for God and for your
neighbours...it might mean emptying your wallet or purse
sometimes, or pouring out your time or energy for the sake of the
Gospel, but God is a God who is worthy and who can be trusted to
care for and provide for you.



M E] El -E{M M

MARK TWO PENNIES

REMEMBER

HEAVEN AND EARTH
WILL PASS AWAY,

BUT MY WORDS

WILL NEVER PASS AWAY.

MARK 13:31

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

ALL PEOPLE THAT ON EARTH DO
DWELL /7 EMU MUSIC




WEEH 40 / READING 1

Text - Deuteronomy 29:29

The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow
all the words of this law.

Thought

A number of years ago Micah got himself into Rubik’s cube and set
about trying to solve it. If you've ever tried, you'll know it's
impossible...

A Rubik’s cube has 43,252,003,274,489,856,000 (that's 43 quintillion)
possible positions (I didn't work that out myself) and you'd need to
try at least half of those (which would take a very very very long time,
maybe until heaven and earth pass away) to solve it at random...

...but if you know the algorithms, the special moves you need to
make to solve the various layers and faces, you can obviously do it
much faster

And so Micah learnt them, watching endless YouTube videos, and
practicing over and over and managed to solve his Rubik’s cube and
getting his best time down to less than a minute.

When we come to the Bible and seemingly puzzling passages like
Mark 13, we're maybe tempted to treat it like a Rubik's cube...and
either avoid it or think we need some special moves and techniques
to manoeuvre it into something that looks and sounds right.

Yet Deuteronomy reminds us that the Bible is God revealing himself
to us so that we can follow him...so with help of the Holy Spirt we can
read passages like this and find the main things which are the plain
things, and the plain things which are the main things (as Alistair

Begg says).

Therefore
Thank God for his word, all of which “is God-breathed and is useful
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)



and resolve to read the whole of the Bible, even the puzzling bits,
asking the Holy Spirit to help you see the mains things and the plain
things, so that you might be taught, rebuked, corrected and trained
as you seek to follow Jesus until the end.



WEER 40 / READING 2

Text - Mark 13:1-4

As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him,
"Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!”
"Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone
here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple,
Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when

will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all
about to be fulfilled?”

Thought

In Ezekiel 10-11 there is a vision of the glory of God leaving the
temple and settling on the mountain to the east of the city...which
seems to be what is happening in this little section.

Jesus, God in flesh and blood, is leaving the temple and he sits down
on the Mount of Olives, the mountain to the east of Jerusalem and
the temple.

As the disciples walk out of Jerusalem and head east, across the
Kidron Valley and up the Mount of Olives, they walk beside the glory
of God in the person of Jesus. Yet what are they noticing, what are
they taken with? The glory of the temple...all limestone and gold and
vast and majestic.

In Jesus they have all that the temple was supposed to point to, and
then some. He is the fulfilment of the priests and the sacrifices and
the place to meet God...yet they're still taken with the temple.

Sometimes in our following Jesus we can get so caught up in the
things we do to follow him that we miss the one we're following...the
things we do, our Bible reading, and prayer, and bible memorisation
aren’t supposed to be impressive in and of themselves, they're
supposed to bring us to Jesus..

Therefore



So even as you do this reading, ask the Holy Spirit to help you not
miss Jesus and his glory!



WEER 40 / READING 3

Text - Mark 13:5-13

Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will
come in my name, claiming, 'l am he,” and will deceive many. When
you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things
must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in
various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains.
“You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local
councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will
stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the
gospel must first be preached to all nations. Whenever you are
arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to
say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you
speaking, but the Holy Spirit.

“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children
will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. Everyone
will hate you because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end
will be saved.

Thought

If you've been to the inflata-park at We Are Vertigo, whether your
young or way too old (and you were only there as a BB leader or a
parent and you regretted it because of the five days of muscle aches
afterwards), you'll know that walking and even standing is a bit of a
challenge because the ground your standing on isn’t exactly solid
and it shifts and moves with everything and everyone else.

When you read this passage it might seem, in the face of false
teachers and wars and rumours of wars and earthquakes and famines
and arrests and floggings and trials and betrayal and hatred, that
Jesus is putting a lot of responsibility on us when he stays the one
who stands firm to the end will be saved...as if he stands back to see
how we do stumbling around the inflate-park and then swoops in at
the end and saves the last ones standing!



But I'd argue that he's the one we're standing on...he's the firm
foundation we plant our feet on...we stand firm on his truth in the
face of deception, his sovereign power in the face of out-of-our-
control events, his Gospel and love in the face of persecution and
hatred. Stand on him and you will be saved, because with him as our
foundation in this “inflate-park” world we "will not be shaken” (Psalm

16)

Therefore

What are the things in your life, or in the world around us that have
felt shaky the past week...month...year? Remember that in
everything...every single thing...Jesus is our firm foundation.



WEER 40 / READING &

Text - Mark 13:14-23

“When you see ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ standing
where it does not belong—let the reader understand—then let those
who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one on the housetop
go down or enter the house to take anything out. Let no one in the
field go back to get their cloak. How dreadful it will be in those days
for pregnant women and nursing mothers! Pray that this will not take
place in winter, because those will be days of distress unequaled
from the beginning, when God created the world, until now—and
never to be equaled again.

"If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But
for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened
them. At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’
or, 'Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. For false messiahs and false
prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect. So be on your guard; | have told you
everything ahead of time.

Thought

My granda often had a copy of one of those old Almanacs...a book
with predictions for the year ahead...maybe it was the weather
predictions he like as he was a farmer.

But whether it's Nostradamus or the Bible Code there's always been a
fascination with predicting the future...but nobody really can...

Apart from the one who says, | have told you everything ahead of
time.

| imagine when those disciples still alive see or hear of the
destruction of Jerusalem, it would have broken and strengthened
their hearts all at the same time. At the same time the historical heart
of their people has been ripped out, yet they now belong to a new
people following the one whose words can be trusted about the
future without doubt.

Therefore



| wonder what it is about the future you'd like to know...maybe it’s
something fun and silly, maybe it's something that fills you with
anxiety. Be assured that Jesus knows the future, and all that he says
about the future, the future promised for his people are true, without
doubt, without fail. So maybe take some time today, to hand over
your anxieties about the future and grab hold of Christ’'s promises
about the future.



WEER 40 / READING o

Text - Mark 13:24-31
“But in those days, following that distress,
“"the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from the sky,
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken

"At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with
great power and glory. And he will send his angels and gather his
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
the heavens.

“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get
tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even
so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near,
right at the door. Truly | tell you, this generation will certainly not pass
away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will never pass away.

Thought
It's always good to see family or friends after they've been away for a
while...if they've been on holiday they might bring back gift for you...
some rock with your name in it from Portrush or something hastily
picked up in Duty Free as they've arrived back from somewhere
overseas!

Yet what Jesus speaks about here is the greatest return we will ever
anticipate, the return of the king of the universe. And we can
anticipate with joy what he will bring with him. People of faith will not
be left holding a “Jesus went to heaven and all | got was this lousy
mug” cup...rather we will forever enjoy the gift of a once fallen and
fractured creation emptied of evil and death, where we will enjoy
fullness of life with the giver of live forever.

There is nothing better that we can look forward to.

Therefore



| don't know what life is like for you at the moment, my guess is that
the impact of a fallen and fractured creation is felt in some areas of
life...health, relationships, etc...whatever your circumstances, take a
moment to anticipate the future when Jesus returns and pray for it...
Come, Lord Jesus, Come.



MARR 141-11 / BEAUTIFUL

REMEMBER

ONE THING HAVE | ASKED OF THE
LORD,

THAT WILL | SEEK AFTER:

THAT | MAY DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF
-HE LORD

ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE,

TO GAZE UPON THE BEAUTY OF THE
LORD

AND TO INQUIRE IN HIS TEMPLE

PSALM 27:4

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

HE IS / CROWDER
HOW SWEET THE NAME / HIS ESTATE




WEEH &1/ READING |

Text - Mark 14:1-2

Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only
two days away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were
scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. “But not during the
festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.”

Thought

It's amazing how | can justify things to myself which are selfishly good
for me, but not actually good, for me or for others...just five more
minutes in bed means a more frantic morning and a less than ideal
packed lunch for Lydia (two packets of crisps and an out of date
yoghurt...joking, I'm not that bad)...just one more cookie means I've
eventually eaten the entire packet that I've hidden from everyone
else...

It's also amazing in this passage what the chief priest and the
teachers of the law can justify. These are the folks who know (and
teach!!!) the Scriptures...like Exodus 20:13..."You shall not murder.”
And these same folk are plotting to arrest and kill Jesus. At the time
when they remember how God reduced them from a nation that had
enslaved and murdered them. Yet they seem to be able to justify it as
something that is good to do...even though it's clear from what we've
read in Mark so far that their motives are self absorbed and self
promoting.

Back to us...and what we see of ourselves when we read of these
plotters...there’s lots of other things we can justify to ourselves, which
aren't just hitting the snooze button or wolfing a double chocolate
chip cookie, but are actions that go against the ways of Jesus,
because his way threatens our comfort, priorities, ambitions etc. And
sometimes the Bible pushes and prods us to recognise those things
so that we don't continue to make up justification for them, but come
to God through Jesus and rest in his justification of us, where he
forgives us through his grace.

Therefore



We'll come to the contrast tomorrow when we read of the woman
who selflessly gives all she has to honour Jesus, but for now, take
time today to bring the ugly things you've done, said, thought and
somehow justified, to God in confession and rest in his forgiveness.



WEER &1 / READING 2

Text - Mark 14:3-9

While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon
the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the
perfume on his head.

Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, "Why
this waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year's
wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her
harshly.

“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has
done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you,
and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always
have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body
beforehand to prepare for my burial. Truly | tell you, wherever the
gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also
be told, in memory of her.”

Thought

Dinner parties were public entertainment in a world without Netflix
and Disney Plus...and the people who came to stand around and
watch the dinner take place certainly got drama. They and the actual
dinner guests would have had their eyes hanging out of their heads
as this woman broke a jar and poured perfume...and especially as
they recognised the smell of nard...”Holy Moly, How much is that
worth?”

The drama turned to judgment pretty quickly as she got scolded for
not selling the perfume and helping the poor. It's a logical jump...
think how many meals the perfume could have bought for those in
need...but it's only justified if the people making the jump are
themselves actively helping the poor.

We can be tempted to make judgments on other people but we
need to turn our judgement glasses on ourselves as well. Are we
doing the things we're judging other people for not doing? Are we
not doing the things we're judging other people for doing?



Therefore
When you catch yourself heading towards judgement and criticism
today and through the week, take a moment and reflect on your own

walk with Jesus and bring your failings to him, to find grace and
mercy and not judgment and criticism.



WEEH &1/ READING 3

Text - Mark 14:3-9

While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon
the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the
perfume on his head.

Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, "Why
this waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year’s
wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her
harshly.

“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has
done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you,
and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always
have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body
beforehand to prepare for my burial. Truly | tell you, wherever the
gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also
be told, in memory of her.”

Thought

You know the way you can get a trace done of your heart rate or
blood pressure and you can see the ups and downs..well, 1"d love to
see an emotion trace for this woman through this story. The
excitement at seeing Jesus, the anxiety of stepping forward and
breaking open the jar, the distress at the harsh, rebuking voices and
then...and then, the elation, joy, comfort as she hears Jesus stand up
for her and describe what she has done as a beautiful thing!

It's beautiful in the fact that it is a profound act of devotion and
worship...to her he is the beautiful one who deserves this beautiful
thing (more on that tomorrow)...and also in the fact that it is
prophetic. It looks forward to Jesus burial and the beauty that flowed
from the ugliness of the crucifixion.

In the same way the perfume flowed from her alabaster jar, as the
poem from Sunday reminded us, so also...

the love that spilled



From His broken alabaster bodly.
So pure. So lovely.

So truly extravagant.

So beautiful

Love that buried our sin, our curse, our death, our enemy in the grave

Therefore

So maybe you can imagine what the scene might have looked like as
an entire jar of perfumed oil; drenched and saturated Jesus...it's a
picture of what we don't simply need to imagine, but can experience
day to day, “the love that spilled for His broken alabaster body”
drenching and saturating us, covering our sin, affirming our dignity,
empowering our living, securing our eternity. So ask the Spirit to
drench you today with this love.



WEER 41 / READING &

Text - Mark 14:3-9

While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon
the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the
perfume on his head.

Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why
this waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year’s
wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her
harshly.

“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has
done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you,
and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always
have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body
beforehand to prepare for my burial. Truly | tell you, wherever the
gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also
be told, in memory of her.”

Thought

In his book, Gentle and Lowly, Dane Ortlund writes that “human
beings are created with a built-in pull toward beauty. We are arrested
by it.” Maybe you've experienced that as you've stopped to take in a
sunset or a star filled sky or a piece of art.

He points out that “this magnetic pull toward beauty also occurs in
spiritual things” and this is the experience of this woman.

Elsewhere in Scripture we're told that Jesus “"had no beauty or
majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should
desire him.” Yet this woman sees beauty in him, beauty described by
Augustine like this...

He then is beautiful in heaven, beautiful on earth; beautiful in the
womb, beautiful in his parents’ arms; beautiful in his miracles;
beautiful under the scourge; beautiful when inviting to life ...
beautiful in laying down his life; beautiful in taking it up again;
beautiful on the cross; beautiful in the [tomb]; beautiful in heaven.



And the pull towards the beautiful one, pushes her to do this
beautiful thing.

| read this week someone describe the sum and substance of the
entirety of the Christian life as beholding the beauty of Christ...
pulled towards the beautiful one and pushed to do beautiful things.

Therefore
Take some time today to, as Dane Ortlund writes, “let Jesus draw you
in through the loveliness of his heart” so that as you behold the

beautiful one, you might be pushed to go and do beautiful things for
him.



WEER 41/ READING S

Text - Mark 14:3-11

While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon
the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the
perfume on his head.

Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why
this waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year’s
wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her
harshly.

“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has
done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you,
and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always
have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body
beforehand to prepare for my burial. Truly | tell you, wherever the
gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also
be told, in memory of her.”

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to
betray Jesus to them. They were delighted to hear this and promised
to give him money. So he watched for an opportunity to hand him
over.

Thought

Have you ever met a person whose parents named him Judas? I'm
guessing not, because the Judas of the Bible is so infamous because
of his betrayal that his name dropped off the baby name charts pretty
quickly.

What he has done has been told again and again. Someone who was
close to Jesus for so long, but ultimately was disappointed in him
because he didnt meet his expectations and his disappointment led
to duplicity and his duplicity was delighted in by those who hated
Jesus. It's a warning for us.

Yet this story is a story that will be told because of the woman and her
devotion to Jesus and his delight in her despite the dismissiveness of
even the disciples. The gospel is “that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians



5:3-4) and this woman’s famous beautiful act, profound and
prophetic helps us learn about who Jesus is and what it means to
follow him.

Therefore

So as you head towards Sunday, take time over the weekend to think
about his beauty, the sacrificial love that flows graciously and freely to
us, and ask the Spirit to be shaping your heart into one of devotion
out of which flows beautiful things which will commend the good
news of Jesus to the world around you.



WEE

MARR 1412-31 / THE LAST SUPPER

REMEMBER

FOR WHENEVER

YOU EAT THIS BREAD

AND DRINK THIS CUP,

YOU PROCLAIM THE LORD'S DEATH
UNTIL HE COMES.

1 CORINTHIANS 11:26

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

PSALM 118 / POOR BISHOP HOOPER




WEEH 42 / READING |

Text - Mark 14:12-26 / Psalm 118:1-4

*Jesus and the disciples would have sung certain Psalms during the
Passover meal and so it’s likely the hymn they sang as they went out
was Psalm 118...and so this week our devotions are based on that
Psalm. Maybe give Mark 14:12-26 a read each day and then dive into
the Psalm

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,;
his love endures forever.
Let Israel say:
“His love endures forever.”
Let the house of Aaron say:
“His love endures forever.”
Let those who fear the Lord say:
“His love endures forever.”

Thought
There's any number of rhymes for giving thanks before eating

God is great, and God is good,

And we thank him for our food;

By his hand we all are fed;

Give us, Lord, our daily bread...Pretty sound...nice link to the Lord's
prayer

Thank you for the world so sweet

Thank you for the food we eat

Thank you for the birds that sing

Thank you God for everything..That's a sweet one...unless you're
actually eating a bird that used to sing (or cluck) for dinner...

Rub-a-dub-dub, thanks for the grub...Slightly irreverent maybe but
time efficient if you're on a tight schedule !

Maybe you've your now one specific to your childhood or family!

As you read the account of the Last Supper, Jesus gives us a good



example, as he takes bread and wine and gives thanks...but Jesus
gives us so much more than a good example, because in the bread
and wine, as we saw on Sunday, he gives us himself in the deepest
expression of God's enduring love...which is the ultimate thing we
have to give thanks for.

Therefore

Even if you've gotten out of the way of it, give thanks for your dinner
tonight, but go further, don't just thank God for giving you your
chips...pasta...champ...or whatever you're having...give thanks for
giving us Jesus in steadfast enduring love.



WEER 42 / READING 2

Text - Mark 14:12-26 / Psalm 118:5-14
When hard pressed, | cried to the Lord;
he brought me into a spacious place.
The Lord is with me; | will not be afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me?
The Lord is with me; he is my helper.
| look in triumph on my enemies.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in humans.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in princes.
All the nations surrounded me,
but in the name of the Lord | cut them down.
They surrounded me on every side,
but in the name of the Lord | cut them down.
They swarmed around me like bees,
but they were consumed as quickly as burning thorns;
in the name of the Lord | cut them down.
| was pushed back and about to fall,
but the Lord helped me.
The Lord is my strength and my defense;
he has become my salvation.

Thought
HEEELLLLLLLPPPPPPP!

Sometimes when Lydia was younger, she liked to pretend she was
falling or was trapped and then shouting "Help me!" hoping that
Heather or | or one of her big brothers and sisters would come and
"rescue”her.

Even in that game, there is this sense that she knows we will help her,
because we love her, and because we can. I'm fully aware though that
as my kids get older there will be times that | won't be able to help
them, the difficulties they face may well be outside my capabilities or
strength...which to be honest is a terrifying thing because | will still



love them.

But the overwhelming message from this part of Psalm 118 is the fact
that God, this God of steadfast enduring love, can help, in the face of
distress, hate, nations, overwhelming trouble.

In love, he is our strength...he is our song...he is our salvation!

Therefore

Maybe it's you who needs help, or maybe it's a child, parent, friend
that you love...and it's beyond your capability or strength. Use this
part of the Psalm to form a prayer for help...write it down and pray it
again and again with persistence



WEEH 42 / READING 3

Text - Mark 14:12-26 / Psalm 118:15-24
Shouts of joy and victory

resound in the tents of the righteous:
“The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!

The Lord's right hand is lifted high;

the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!”
| will not die but live,

and will proclaim what the Lord has done.
The Lord has chastened me severely,

but he has not given me over to death.
Open for me the gates of the righteous;

| will enter and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord

through which the righteous may enter.
| will give you thanks, for you answered me;

you have become my salvation.
The stone the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,

and it is marvellous in our eyes.
The Lord has done it this very day;

let us rejoice today and be glad.

Thought

If you've ever been camping with a group of people, maybe you'll
have experienced someone whipping out the guitar and leading
some glad songs around the campfire...or in the tent if you don't
know how to light a campfire!!!

Psalm 118 was sung as part of the remembrance of the rescue of the
people of God from Egypt, after which they then dwelt in tents in the
wilderness as they travelled to the promised land. And whilst they
were tempted to complain and moan and rebel, those who stayed
true to God would be drawn to sing of their salvation from slavery
with thanks. Check out the song of Miriam in Exodus 15 for a song of



salvation!

And the desire in Psalm 118 is to come into the temple...through the
gates...to give thank to God for this rescue. Yet this rescue is only a
shadow of the greatest deed of the Lord...where his son, rejected by
the people becomes the cornerstone of a new people rescued
from the slavery of sin, through his own death.

And it is the Lord's doing, because no one else could have imagined
it, never mind done it. It is marvellous in anyone's eyes.

Therefore

You might not live in a tent...but let there be glad songs in your
house/caravan/apartment/underground bunker/treehouse (delete as
appropriate)...glad songs of rejoicing over the marvellous thing that
the Lord has done for you.



WEER 42 / READING 4

Text - Mark 14:12-26 / Psalm 118:25-27

Save us, we pray, O Lord!

O Lord, we pray, give us success!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.

The Lord is God,

and he has made his light to shine upon us.

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,

up to the horns of the altar!

Thought

Be honest, who gets excited when you see the Amazon van pull up
outside your house (you dont hear it obviously as they're all
electric!). The anticipation of the thing inside the oversized cardboard
box.

Blessed are they who come in the name of multinational shopping
websites!!!

As Jesus walked through the Passover meal with his disciples he used
bread and wine to highlight that his coming in the name of the Lord
would end us in sacrifice...hi blood poured out for many...the horns
of the altar would be the crossbar of the cross, where he will not juts
be tied, but nailed.

Yet the Lord is God and so even in this dark event, this cross of death,
the light of his grace shines. As the darkness falls over Jerusalem, the
light of God's love shines. Because the light of the world has been
lifted up...and unwittingly, thinking they're hiding him under a lamp,
they've put him on a lamp stand.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Therefore

Simple today...bless the one who came (and is coming) in the name
of the Lord...for what he has done for you as he shines his light on
you.



WEER 42 / READING §

Text - Mark 14:12-26 / Psalm 118:28-29
You are my God, and | will give thanks to you;
you are my God; | will extol you.

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!

Thought

Sort Your Life Out...no, it's not the worst piece of pastoral advice I've
ever given...it's that TV show where Stacey Solomon (total neat and
organisational freak) an her team take everything (and |
mean everything) that belongs to a family out of their house, sorts it
into categories and then encourages the family to get rid of half the
stuff that they own. If | wasn't a minister, | think being a decluttered
would be a job I'd enjoy. | love organising things and I'm one of the
least sentimental people you'll ever meet so I'll clear 50% of your
stuff and then some.

But for most normal people the difficulty in getting rid of certain
things isn't based on their financial value, but on the fact that it
was given to them by someone important and loved.

In these last little few lines, one tiny word gives us the wonder and
riches of the Gospel...it's the word "my" which is linked to "God."
God, the creator of the universe, is described as "my God" not
because we bought him (that's be expensive) but because he gave
himself to us...what an infinitely precious gift.

Therefore
Simply take these last words of the Psalm and use them as a prayer,
giving thank to God that he gives himself to us.



WEET 43

MARR 14.32-42 / GARDEN

REMEMBER

"ABBA, FATHER,”

HE SAID,

‘EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE FOR YOU.
TAKE THIS CUP FROM ME.

YET NOT WHAT | WILL,

BUT WHAT YOU WILL”"

MARK 14:35

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

YOUR WILL BE DONE /7 CITY ALIGHT




WEEH 43 / READING 1

Text - Mark 14:32-24

They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his
disciples, “Sit here while | pray.” He took Peter, James and John along
with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. “My
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to
them. “Stay here and keep watch.”

Thought

On Sunday we saw how the Garden of Gethsemane puts Jesus
humanity on display. We see the divine become the distressed, the
teacher become the troubled, the Son of God become the sorrowful.

In our Instagram world, where lives are airbrushed within an inch of
their life, we're maybe taken aback by this scene of weakness, yet this
vision of Jesus humanity is there to build our faith rather than knock it
down.

The Westminster Larger Catechism lists a number of reasons that
Jesus had to share our humanity...

Q. 39. Why was it requisite that the Mediator should be man?

A. It was requisite that the Mediator should be man, that he might
advance our nature, perform obedience to the law, suffer and make
intercession for us in our nature, have a fellow-feeling of our
infirmities; that we might receive the adoption of sons, and have
comfort and access with boldness unto the throne of grace.

All of them are important for him to be our Saviour, but today we
want to focus on one that allows him to be our Friend...he became
man so he could have a fellow-feeling of our infirmities.

So in your distress, trouble or sorrow, know that Jesus has been there
and he understands.

Therefore
And so in your distress, trouble or sorrow, allow him to come along
side you to minister to you, and to show you the way through it.



WEEH 43 / READING 2

Text - Mark 14:32-24 / Colossians 4:2-3

They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his
disciples, “Sit here while | pray.” He took Peter, James and John along
with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. "My
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to
them. “Stay here and keep watch.”

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray
for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we
may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which | am in chains

Thought

If you watch Gladiators...or in the past watched the original and best
Gladiators AWWOOOGA...you'll know that they always cut to a shot
of the contestants families with signs and T-shirts...they've come
along to support them.

As Jesus heads deeper into the Garden and deeper into distress, he
brings Peter, James and John with him and he says to them, “Stay
here and keep watch.” He's brought them along to support him, not
with signs and T-shirts, but with prayer.

Again we see Jesus humanity, and as we reflect on it, we can't avoid
the fact that we need others to support us in our distress and trouble
and sorrow. And we need to do what Jesus did, be vulnerable
enough to ask others to be with him and pray for him.

Therefore

If you're anything like me, you don't like to bother others too much
and/or you're too proud to ask for help. The Christian life is a
community life, as part of a family within which we can find love and
support and prayer...this week, make the most of the family life of
faith, asking others to be with you and pray for you in whatever you
face.



WEER 43 / READING 3

Text - Mark 14:35-36 / Psalm 42:3-5

Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible
the hour might pass from him. "Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is
possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what | will, but what
you will.”

My tears have been my food
day and night,

while people say to me all day long,
"“Where is your God?”

These things | remember
as | pour out my soul:

how | used to go to the house of God
under the protection of the Mighty One[d]

with shouts of joy and praise
among the festive throng.

Why, my soul, are you downcast?
Why so disturbed within me?

Thought

| wonder if you have someone that you can just vent to? You know,
tell them exactly what's going on around you and within you. Tell
them the things you have done or been done to you...and tell them
exactly how you feel about it...no filter, all truth, no matter how
uncomfortable it might be. And that person lovingly listens and
absorbs. There's a real freedom in having that loving relationship.

Here we see Jesus in the midst of the freedom of the loving
relationship he has with his Father in heaven. He brings the reality of
his circumstances and speaks with honesty about how he feels. In one
sense it's disconcerting...yet in another sense we shouldn't really be
surprised. After all, aren’t the Psalms the words of God that give us
huge freedom to vent..to be honest before God.

NT Wright writes of the Psalms, “There is great joy, praise and
thanksgiving combined with doubts, fears, questions, frustration,



anger and even a steady cry of lament. They are real and at times
raw, fleshing out the human experience.”

Honesty requires humility also...a desire for someone to listen also
needs to go with a willingness to listen to them, to allow someone
else to give us encouragement, direction, perspective, and maybe
see or approach things in a different way. We'll see that tomorrow as
we hear Jesus say, "Yet not what | will, but what you will.”

Therefore
But for today, maybe you need to embrace the freedom to be honest
with God about the things that have caused your soul to be
downcast.



WEER 43 / READING &

Text - Mark 14:35-36 / Psalm 42:3-5

Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible
the hour might pass from him. “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is
possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what | will, but what
you will.”

Thought

We said yesterday that honesty in prayer needs to go hand in hand
with humility, especially when it comes to bringing our difficult
realities to God.

When we bring our realities to God, we don't just bring them to a
God who can take control of the chaos and mess, we bring them to a
God who is already in control of what seems like chaos and mess,
and a God who is working in and through the chaos and mess for his
glory and our good.

The Bible is full of chaos and mess, which is the natural
consequences of a fallen world, but the Bible is the story of God in
control, willing and working his purposes.

And so Jesus exhibits this trust in his Father, and submission to his
purposes, with this deep humility alongside his honesty...and prays
"Yet not what | will, but what you will."

This doesn't mean that we are passive to all suffering with a "Que
sera, serd” attitude...and God's desire is for his people to fight
injustice and oppression and suffering...but it does mean that we can
trust him that whatever will be, will be...not because of blind fate, but
because our good Father can and is working good from evil and is
bringing his kingdom to bear in the world and working towards the
restoration of all things...this is his will.

Therefore

So in your reality, whatever way you honestly feel, ask the Holy Spirit
to give you a sense of humility to trust in and submit yourself to God’s
will.



WEER 43 / READING o

Text - Mark 14:37-42 / Psalm 42:11

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,”
he said to Peter, “are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one
hour? Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."

Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. When he came
back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy.
They did not know what to say to him.

Returning the third time, he said to them, “"Are you still sleeping and
resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is
delivered into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my
betrayer!”

Why, my soul, are you downcast?
Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God,
for I will yet praise him,
my Savior and my God.

Thought

As we've worked our way through this account of Jesus in the
Garden, we've saw Jesus humanity, and how he brought his reality to
the Father with a disconcerting honesty, and then submitted himself
to God's will with humility.

And now as we see him rise and go to meet his betrayer which will
take us to the brutality of the cross, | think we can see hope in
resurrection reality.

He knows “They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to
the Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill
him.” But he also knows that “Three days later he will rise.”

And so his reality in the Garden is difficult, and his honesty is
understandable, and his humility is commendable. But the words of
Psalm 23 are defiant in the face of reality



Why, my soul, are you downcast?
Why so disturbed within me?

Because there is resurrection reality. Three days later he will rise. The
resurrection gives hope to all of us, no matter our reality, because
God can bring life from death and light in darknesss.

So “Put your hope in God"

For one day your prayer of pain will become a prayer of praise to the
God of resurrection

Therefore
Let the words of Psalm 42 be a refrain for today...

Why, my soul, are you downcast?
Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God,
for I will yet praise him,
my Savior and my God.



WEET bk

MARR 14.43-65 / BETRAYAL AND TRIAL

REMEMBER

"ARE YOU

THE MESSIAH,
THE SON

OF THE
BLESSED ONE?”
1AM,

SAID JESUS.

MARK 14:61-62

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

JESUS IS BETRAYED & JESUS IS
CONDEMNED / POOR BISHOP HOOPER




WEEH &4 / READING |

Text - Mark 14:43-46

Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With
him was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief
priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders.

Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one | kiss is
the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” Going at once
to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. The men seized Jesus
and arrested him.

Thought
"Help me” he cries, clinging desperately to the side of the canyon.

But instead of helping, Scar digs his claws into his brother Mufasa,
the Lion King's paws and causes him to fall to his death, trampled
under stampeding wildebeest.

It's one of the darkest acts of betrayal in cinematic history...and it's in
a kids movie.

Yet it doesn’t compare to Judas’ act of betrayal in the Garden...the
darkest act of betrayal in the history of humanity...and still God is
able to work through it to bring about the redemption of humanity,
for all who believe.

The one who is betrayed is the one who has been and will be faithful
to betrayers and abandoners and deniers, as he goes to the cross to
give his life for them.

Therefore

Maybe you've experienced betrayal by a friend, a family member, a
spouse. In Jesus you have someone who understands the pain, and
who faithfully walks with you.

Maybe you've betrayed, denied, abandoned Jesus...he is faithful t
any one who turns back to him.



WEER &4 / READING 2

Text - Mark 14:47-49

Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the
servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.

"Am | leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with
swords and clubs to capture me? Every day | was with you, teaching
in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. But the Scriptures
must be fulfilled.”

Thought
The arrest of Jesus is full of contradictions.

There's the force and the violence...a crown armed with swords and
clubs. They're ready for confrontation. And they seem to get it when
one of the disciples (Peter, if your wondering, see John 18:10-11),
lops off the ear of the High Priest’s servant. Yet amongst the chaos
Jesus asks the question, "Am | leading a rebellion?” that reveals the
contradiction. He isn't a violent rebel, but the one who says “Blessed
are the peacemakers.”

There's the secrecy. He's been in the temple every day. He's not been
hiding. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders
send a crowd of heavies under the cover of darkness.

There was the loyal follower who became a betrayer, a kiss that
dripped with treachery, a greeting that whispered duplicity.

But Jesus is all about confirmation...confirmation of the Scriptures
that predicted what would happen to the Messiah...(PSalm 41:9 -
betrayed / Zechariah 13:3 - scattered / Amos 2:16 - fled naked
Psalm 27:12 - false witnesses / Isaiah 53:7 - silent / Isaiah 50:6 -
mocked)...confirmation that he is the Messiah. complacency

Therefore

We can look at the story and wonder about the other players, the
leaders, the crowd, the betrayer and all their contradictions...but at
the heart of it is the confirmation of who Jesus is...our Messiah



WEEH &4 / READING 3

Text - Mark 14:50-52

Then everyone deserted him and fled.

A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following
Jesus. When they seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment

behind.

Thought

Alfred Hitchcock is known for appearing in his own films in cameo
roles in the background. If Hitchcock films are before your time or not
your preferred genre, try Stan Lee, the legendary comic book writer,
and his many cameos in Marvel movies.

One of the many suggestions as to the identity of the young man, is
that it is Mark himself, and he writes this into his Gospel as some kind
of cameo. But the reality is that it is impossible to conclusively identify
who it was.

So why does Mark include it? To be honest it feels like an exclamation
point on the fact that all the disciples fled...and it didn't matter in
what state of dress they were. They would have done anything to
escape.

As Jesus was struck, the sheep scattered just as Zechariah had
prophesied (Zechariah 13:7). Not only had the disciples left him
alone as he prayed because of their sleepiness, they now had left him
alone as he was arrested because of their fearfulness.

| read a brilliant article about this aloneness - how it is a theme the
whole way through Mark’s account of Jesus crucifixion. The author
writes, “...when it comes to the central act of God’s plan, we have
nothing to add. The central act of salvation is God's alone. What a
great reminder to us all. We are saved because of His divine work. We
bring nothing to this but our need for God’s grace.”

Therefore



So thank Jesus that we have nothing to add. We just need his grace
and the forgiveness he alone paid for for us.



WEER 44 / READING &

Text - Mark 14:53-61

They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders
and the teachers of the law came together. Peter followed him at a
distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. There he sat with
the guards and warmed himself at the fire.

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence
against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not
find any. Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did
not agree.

Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: “We
heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with human hands and
in three days will build another, not made with hands.” Yet even then
their testimony did not agree.

Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you
not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are
bringing against you?” But Jesus remained silent and gave no
answer.

Thought
It's almost comical.

The scene is set. The witness dock is empty. The Sanhedrin call the
first witness with evidence against the person in the dock.

And no one comes forward. And so they try again, but again, no one.

The lawyer speaks to his assistant in hushed but frantic tones..."Find
someone, anyone!”

And so a line of witnesses appear, yet as their testimonies stack up,
so do the inconsistencies and disagreements and contradictions.

The only conclusion you can make is that there is no evidence against
the one in the dock.



Yet it's deadly serious. Because the lack of evidence proves that Jesus
is without sin...there is no change, minor or major that can be
levelled against him.

As the Heidelberg Catechism maps out our need for a Messiah, it
also maps out what we need in a Messiah.

Question 15 asks...What kind of mediator and deliverer, then. must
we look for? The answer...One who is truly human and truly
righteous, yet stronger than any creature: that is, one who at the
same time is truly God

Question 16 asks...Why must the mediator be truly human and truly
righteous? The answer...He must be truly human because God's
justice demands that the human nature which has sinned must pay
for its sin. He must be truly righteous because one who is a sinner can
never pay for others.

The court case in the High Priest's home that night proved nothing
they wanted...but it proved everything we needed.

Therefore
The absence of evidence against Jesus, means that the abundance of
evidence against us can be dealt with.

So thank God that “we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has
been tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). And thank
God that he “made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.”



WEER &4 / READING §

Text - Mark 14:62-65

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the
Blessed One?”

"I am,” said Jesus. "And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right
hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more
witnesses?” he asked. “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you
think?”

They all condemned him as worthy of death. Then some began to
spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said,
"Prophesy!” And the guards took him and beat him.

Thought
The Gospel of John has seven “l am” sayings of Jesus woven through
it...

| am the bread of life (John 6:35)

| am the light of the world (John 8:12)

| am the door (John 10:9)

| am the good shepherd (John 10:11)

| am the resurrection and the life (John 11:25)
| am the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6)
| am the vine (John 15:5)

Mark limits himself to one...one definitive statement, that his whole
Gospel has been building towards...

“Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”
“I am,” said Jesus.

And as Jesus answers the question, Mark turns the question on us.
“Is he the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One”
Our response is a defining statement on our lives.

Either he isn't...or he is!



Therefore
To quote a song by David Crowder that I've reference recently in a
sermon and the accompanying devotions...

All that you're needing, He is
Comforter, Counselor, Prince of Peace
Author and Maker of everything
Defender, Deliverer, King of kings

He is, He is

Helper and Healer forevermore

Savior and Shelter through every storm
My Refuge, Redeemer and Lord of lords
He is, He is

Child of Heaven and Son of Man
Provider, Protector the great | AM
Alpha Omega, Beginning and End

He s, He Is



IEEH 45

MARR 14.66-72 / DENIAL

REMEMBER

“SIMON, SIMON,
SATAN HAS ASKED
TO SIFT ALL OF YOU
AS WHEAT.

BUT | HAVE PRAYED
FOR YOU, SIMON,
THAT YOUR FAITH
MAY NOT FAIL.

AND WHEN

YOU HAVE TURNED BACK,
STRENGTHEN

YOUR BROTHERS.”

LUKE 22:31-32

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

JESUS IS BETRAYED & JESUS IS
CONDEMNED / POOR BISHOP HOOPER




WEEH 45 / READING |

Text - Mark 14:71-72 / Luke 22:31-32

He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know
this man you're talking about.”

Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter
remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster
crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and
wept.

“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But | have
prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you
have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”

Thought
“And when you have turned back...”

Jesus knew that Peter would turn his back on him...and yet he prayed
for him.

What do we learn?
That Jesus’ mercy is greater than Satan’s malevolence.

And that Jesus’ prayer is greater than Satan’s plot. Satan’s sifting is to
shake and shatter Peter’s faith to the point of failure. He thinks his plot
is fatal. Yet Jesus prayed for Peter, that his faith wouldn't fail. And it
didn't...it only faltered, and so he turned back and strengthened the
brothers.

Why didn't Jesus pray that his faith wouldn't falter? Wouldn't that
have been easier for Peter? Well, maybe! But would have it been
better. In allowing him to falter in his weakness, he still knows the
strength of Jesus’ prayer as he turns back, but he also knows the
compassion of Jesus in his faltering, and the restoration of Jesus from
his faltering.

Andrew Peterson has this line in one of his Easter songs..."This
heartache is moving me closer than joy ever could.” Peter’s heartache



in his faltering moves him closer to the Messiah who loves him and to
being the man he will need to be in the decades ahead than any joy
he might have had in a momentary victory.

Therefore

Jesus “is able to save completely those who come to God through
him, because he always lives to intercede for them.” So in your
faltering, know that Jesus has, is and will be praying for you. Your faith
may falter but it will not fail...and Jesus is still working good from
your faltering in the power of his mercy and restoration.



WEER 45 / READING 2

Text - Mark 14:71-72 / Luke 22:60-62

He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “l don’t know
this man you're talking about.”

Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter
remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster
crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and
wept.

Peter replied, “Man, | don't know what you're talking about!” Just as
he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked
straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had
spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me
three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.

Thought
The Lord turned and looked at Peter...

Some people have a look...a look that could melt steel...a look that
could cut you in half...I'm sure you know someone like that...

But none of us know someone like Jesus, and his look.

Charles Spurgeon speaks of this look in this moment...”l think it was a
heart-piercing look and a heart-healing look all in one,— a look which

revealed to Peter the blackness of his sin, and also the tenderness of

his Master's heart towards him.”

It's only when Peter grasps the blackness of his sin will he grasp the
tenderness of his Master’s heart...and so the Lord turned and looked
straight at Peter.

Again Spurgeon is really helpful as he articulates that tenderness in
words...And yet | love thee, Peter, | love thee stilll Thou hast denied
me, but | look upon thee still as mine. | cannot give thee up. | have
loved thee with an everlasting love, and, notwithstanding all thine ill-



conduct towards me, | am looking for thee, and expecting to receive
thee. | have not turned my back on thee.

That same look is for us in our faltering whether it's as public or
profound as Peter’s...the look that both pierces and heals our hearts,
the look that says to us, "And yet | love you...I love you still...l cannot
give you up...l have not turned my back on you.”

Therefore
So in your faltering, don't look away, let him catch your eye, and let

him look at you and be convicted and comforted, pierced and
healed.



WEEH &4 / READING 3

Text - Mark 14:71-72 / Mark 16:6-7

He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “l don’t know
this man you're talking about.”

Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter
remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster
crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and
wept.

“Don't be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene,
who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where
they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, "He is going ahead
of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”

Thought

We're not really sure where Peter went after he left the courtyard that
evening. His name isn't mentioned in the accounts of Golgotha...
maybe he watched his Rabbi crucified from a distance...maybe he
had ran back to the upper room...or into the Garden of Gethsemane.

Can you imagine how he felt during those days, as the sky went black
on the Friday, as Jerusalem was filled with people celebrating
Passover, as he sat with the reality that the last thing he had done for
his friend, his Rabbi, was deny him.

What we can be sure of however is where the resurrected Jesus
wants him to be. He wants him to be in Galilee so he can see him. It's
incredible that Jesus wants to see him again...but think back to
Sturgeon’s quote yesterday to see incredible mercy, compassion,
grace. And it's incredible that Jesus specifically mentions him...

Make sure Peter is there...
If | was in Peter’s shoes, my emotional state would have me opting

out of any trip to Galilee with the disciples if | knew Jesus was going
to be there...but Jesus knows that Peter needs to be there, along



with the other disicples, and more than that, Jesus wants Peter there.
What an incredible Messiah.

Therefore
So in your faltering, let the words of Jesus in the Scriptures call you
back to him. Dont let your emotions (guilt, shame, distress) keep you

at a distance. Rather go to him...and, as we'll see tomorrow, find
restoration.



WEER 44 / READING &

Text - Mark 14:71-72 / John 21:15-19

He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don't know
this man you're talking about.”

Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter
remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster
crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and
wept.

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son
of John, do you love me more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that | love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that | love you.”

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”

The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love
me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that | love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. Very truly | tell you, when you were
younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when
you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will
dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this
to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then
he said to him, “Follow me!”

Thought
At an unnamed youth organisation in our church the other night,
boys (oops, I've given it away!) names were written in marker on the

wall of one of our halls for a game (a game which | joined in and won,
right | add).

But as the boys got knocked out of the game, their names were
wiped off the wall and vanished without trace...

In the same way, Peter’s denials are getting wiped off the wall and
vanishing without trace as Jesus engages in this gentle conversation
with him.



Three times Jesus asks Peter if he loves him...three times Peter says
yes...three times Jesus tells him to look after his sheep...three times,
Peter’s denial is wiped away as Jesus takes him and restores him.

It's not that Peter won't remember his denials, they have marked his
life, and they will shape his ministry and his compassion and mercy...
but they dont define who he is, he is not Peter the denier, he is Peter
the disciple of Jesus, forgiven and restored.

And that restoration work is incredible, a key leader in the early
church who perseveres despite persecution (more on that tomorrow)
and a martyr, who does dot deny Jesus again, but dies for him.

Therefore

So what faltering mistakes and sins are written up on the wall of your
life? Come to Jesus and let him speak words of forgiveness and
restoration to you, wiping your sin away, and working restoration in
your life.



WEER &4 / READING §

Text - Mark 14:71-72 / Acts 5:40-42

He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don't know
this man you're talking about.”

Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter
remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster
crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and
wept.

They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered
them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. Day after day, in
the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.

Thought
I'm currently helping out on a team running an Alpha course in a
local secondary school and in a few weeks, over the Easter holidays
we've an event with Alpha content, pizza and a guest sharing their
testimony.

The description of the guest in our Alpha WhatsApp group was this,
“former drug and gambling addict” Now if you know anyone
struggling with either of these addictions, or have personal
experience of them, you'll know just how difficult they both are to
kick. And so the word “former” tells a restoration story, a restoration
story that involved Jesus.

But the story is not just restoration, but it is a story of being sent. This
guest is coming to tell his story of faith in Jesus. And so not only was
he restored, but he was sent.

This was Peter’s story too...restored and sent. The guy who denied
knowing the name of Jesus can't stop speaking in his name. The guy

who was broken and weeping is now rejoicing and proclaiming.

Therefore



As restored people, we're also sent people, so rejoice and proclaim
the good news that Jesus is the Messiah...your Messiah...Messiah to
anyone who believes.



M Elgl-

MARK 19/ PILATE

REMEMBER

AFTER

HE HAD PROVIDED
PURIFICATION FOR SINS,
HE SAT DOWN

AT THE RIGHT HAND
OF THE MAJESTY

IN HEAVEN.

HEBREWS 1.3

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

ALL HAIL KING JESUS /7 JACOB COLLINS




WEEH 46 / READING 1

Text - Mark 15:1-2

Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the
teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So
they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate.
"Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate.

“You have said so,” Jesus replied.

Thought
You've probably heard the kids song that goes like this...

Who's the king of the jungle?
Who's the king of the sea?
Who's the king of the universe,
And who's the king of me?

It gives this answer...

I'll tell you: J-E-S-U-S is,

He's the king of me;

(Apologies if you can't get the tune out of your head the rest of
today)

For Pilate, Jesus being king of the Jews was a threat to his rule, so
when Jesus affirms his question, Pilate has to respond...which
ultimately leads to Jesus’ crucifixion.

The Bible tells us that Jesus isn't simply the king of the Jews, he's
God's royal son, and God, Paul tells us in Ephesians 1:20-22, "raised
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the
one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him
as head over all things to the church..."

He's king over everything...which means king over me. And | can
choose to live one of two ways. | can see him as a threat and do
everything in my power to ignore and push back against his rule, or |



can see what sort of king he is and submit to his rule.

And when | look at how he rules, | see a king who comes to serve, to
rescue, to bless.

Therefore

Take some time today and consider this Good and Gracious King and
his good and gracious rule, check any rebellion against it, and
resolve again to submit to him.



WEER 456 / READING 2

Text - Mark 15:3-5

The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked
him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are
accusing you of.”

But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.

Thought

You'd think they would have given up by now wouldn't you? They've
held their own trial and they've failed to find any evidence at all
against him. Their false witnesses told their stories that clashed and
contradicted and undermined all they said.

And still they have the nerve to stand in front of Pilate and peddle
their false and fabricated and flimsy accusations.

Pilate will have heard his fair share of people pleading their
innocence as they look to escape his judgement.

“It wasn't me...that's not true...l was somewhere else...”

Yet Jesus makes no reply, no defence...he doesn't say a word. As
Isaiah prophesied..."oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his
mouth.”

Pilate's amazement is probably more about him being baffled by
Jesus approach but as one writer says, “Pilate is oblivious that Jesus
has chosen this path for himself and that it is God’s purpose to
“deliver him over” to suffering and death as a ransom for sins.

Jesus silence is not weakness and helplessness but it's because he is
strong enough to endure what is ahead of him in order to help us

through forgiveness and rescue.

Therefore



So be properly amazed today by Jesus silent suffering for you, and
don’t be silent in your response. Stick our Rejoice song on and sing
out, or take some time to pray out loud and give thanks to him.



WEEH 46 / READING 3

Text - Mark 15:6-11

Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the
people requested. A man called Barabbas was in prison with the
insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. The
crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did.
"Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked
Pilate, knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had
handed Jesus over to him. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd
to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.

Thought

Here's a little bit of a Hebrew lesson for you - Barabbas...bar-abbas...
means “son of the father.” And he stands in contrast to Jesus who, we
have discovered very clearly through Mark’s Gospel, is the Son of the
Father...remember, “You are my beloved Son...” (Mark 1:11) and

“This is my Son..." (Mark 9:7).

Through one son of of the father comes rebellion and death...and
through the other Son of the Father comes obedience and life.

It's similar to the contrast Paul paints in Romans 5 and 1 Corinthians
15 when he compares the first Adam to Jesus, the second Adam.
That Adam, the first man, rebels and brings death, but Jesus, the Son
of Man, the second Adam, is perfectly obedient and brings life.

Paul writes in Romans 5:19...

For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were
made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the
many will be made righteous.

...and then in 1 Corinthians 15:21-22

For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead
comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will
be made alive.



Therefore

Ultimately the question is about which family you want to part of,
which Adam you want to be united with?

For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that
one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant
provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one man, Jesus Christ! (Romans 5:17)



WEER 44 / READING &

Text - Mark 15:12-15

"What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?”
Pilate asked them.

"Crucify him!” they shouted.

"Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”

Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He
had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.

Thought

On the 9th March 1950, Timothy Evans was hanged for the murder of
his daughter. It later was shown that he was in fact innocent and
another man, a downstairs neighbour at the time had committed the
murder. In 1966 Timothy Evans was granted a posthumous royal
pardon, and his case was influential in the abolition of capital
punishment in England and Wales.

An innocent man died, and a guilty man enjoyed freedom. A total
injustice!!!

We see the same injustice played out before Pilate as an innocent
man is sent to his death and a guilty man enjoys freedom. It’s a total
injustice from any point of view, human or divine.

Yet at the same time, it is a divine choice, by the Father and the Son,
so that guilty people can find freedom and so that justice for evil and
sin is satisfied. Timothy Evans protested his innocence the whole way
through his trial and pointed out the man who was guilty..."Convict
him!” Yet the good news of Jesus is that he didn't protest but willingly
went to the cross saying, “Father, forgive them...Father, set them
free.”

The Timothy Evena case demonstrated huge flaws in the justice
system, but in Jesus, God demonstrates his own love for us in this:

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Therefore



Today's “Therefore” is simply a response to the good news of Jesus in
your life...you have been set free despite your guilt, because Jesus
took it on himself at the cross. Love the rescuer and live in his
freedom.



WEER &4 / READING §

Text - Hebrews 1:1-4

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many
times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us
by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom
also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God's glory
and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he became as
much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior
to theirs.

Thought
Our memory verse for this week...

After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty in heaven.

...brings together two seemingly contradictory symbols, the cross, a
criminals punishment and the crown, a kings glory, yet in Jesus there
Is no tension.

Jesus is the crucified Messiah and the resurrected Majesty. And so
the cross is both the way out of sin and death, and the way into the
kingdom and the rule of the King, King Jesus who wears the crown.
As one writer puts it, “The cross creates a community of ransomed
people living under the reign of God.”

And this ransomed people then follow this cross and crown life. We
are people who take up our cross and follow Jesus, we are people
who suffer on his behalf...

Remember the word that | said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than

his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. (John
15:20

But we press on in the power of the Spirit because the crown awaits



Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood
the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has
promised to those who love him. (James 1:12)

Therefore

Thanks Jesus for his cross and his crown, for his sacrifice and his
sovereignty, for being your Messiah and your Majesty. And then ask
the Spirit to help you take up your cross, to endure suffering and to
persevere so that you will receive the crown on life.



MARR 15.0-16 / CRUCIFIXION

REMEMBER

HE POURED OUT HIS LIFE
UNTO DEATH,

AND WAS NUMBERED

WITH THE TRANSGRESSORS.
FOR HE BORE

THE SIN OF MANY,

AND MADE INTERCESSION
FOR THE TRANSGRESSORS.

ISAIAH 53:12

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

THANK YOU JESUS FOR THE BLOOD /
CHARITY GAYLE




WEEH &1 / READING 1

Text - Mark 15:16-20

The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium)
and called together the whole company of soldiers. They put a
purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set
it on him. And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!”
Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on
him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. And when they
had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

Thought

Saturday Night Live (SNL) is famous for comedy skits mocking
celebrities and politicians...and essentially what we have here is a
comedy skit, but there’s no actor playing Jesus, he's there himself,
and the mocking surrounds him in vile words and violent blows as
the audience laughs along.

There's often very little sympathy for the celebrities and politicians
who are the butt of the SNL writers jokes...they bring it on
themselves...but Jesus has done nothing to deserve it...and so it was
quite moving on Sunday morning to see just how moving these
verses are as they were read out through tears.

There's often a little element of truth in the joke as they exaggerate or
expand on personal flaws and mistakes and quirks. But the amazing
thing about this mockery, is that it speaks truth.

Jesus is the king. And so God subverts the twisted humour of these
pagan soldiers so that they actually show us just who Jesus is. Jesus is
the king...Through their mockery we see the glorious mystery of a
king who humbles himself to death, even death on a cross

Therefore

Read through the passage again, and ask the Spirit to move you at
the cruelty of the mockery, and at the same time to remind you of
what is true...Jesus is king even on the cross!



WEER &7 / READING 2

Text - Mark 15:21-26

A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus,
was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to
carry the cross. They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha
(which means “the place of the skull”). Then they offered him wine
mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. And they crucified him.
Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get. It
was nine in the morning when they crucified him. The written notice

of the charge against him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS.

Thought

In the Gospels, the details are always meaningful, words are not
wasted. So the mention of Simon of Cyrene and particularly his sons,
Alexander and Rufus is worth considering.

Here is a man who was definitely there, who carried Jesus cross (at
least the cross bar of it) and so would have been an eye witness to
the event..."they crucified him.” And so Alexander and Rufus would
have been told the story, their father’s eye-witness story of the
crucifixion, and so they can tell that story as well.

And it seems then that Mark names them as an invitation to check out
what he writes. One writer puts it like this - “Simon might be dead,
but Rufus and Alexander are living witnesses who can verify what
Mark has written about their father.”

As a church we proclaim what Mark is writing about, the good news
of Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. and as we proclaim it, there's
an invitation to check it out. We are living witnesses not to the
crucifixion itself, but to the power of the cross to change lives and
bring life.

Therefore
So ask the Holt Spirit to help you live out a life that is a witness to the
power of the cross to bring dead people to life.



WEER &1 / READING 3

Text - Mark 15:27-32

They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his
left. Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads
and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it
in three days, come down from the cross and save yourself!” In the
same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him
among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can't save
himself! Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the
cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also
heaped insults on him.

Thought

During the arrest of Jesus, he highlights the power that is at his hand.
He's speaking after one of his companions has used the power of his
own hand to chop off the ear of the high priests servant.

“Do you think | cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my
disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the
Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” (Matthew
26:53-54)

The same power is at hand as Jesus hangs on the cross. With just a
word he could be saved. Yet he doesn't say a word so that he could
fulfill the word, the promise of God...

But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;

the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)

We don't see weakness as those who hurled insults thought they did.
We see sacrificial saving power. He didn't save himself so he could
save us

Therefore
Rejoice in the one who didnt save himself so he could save you.



WEER &7 / READING &

Text - Mark 15:33-41

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?”).

When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he's
calling Elijah.”

Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and
offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah
comes to take him down,” he said.

With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.

The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. And
when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he
died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”

Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of
Joseph, and Salome. In Galilee these women had followed him and
cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with him
to Jerusalem were also there.

Thought

As we've read through Mark’s account of Jesus life, we've been told
right from the get go that Jesus is the Son of God. And then Mark
launches into this breathless account that demonstrates what he has
claimed...Jesus is the Son of God.

Yet as his readers in Rome moved from the wonders of Galilee to the
walk to Calvary, they might have wondered about this, despite Jesus
predictions of his own death. Paul described the cross as foolishness
to the Gentiles. Yet now in one sentence we see how the foolishness
of Jesus death doesn't kill belief, but causes it for those who truly see.

And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how
he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”

It's also a reminder that when we follow Jesus, taking up our crosses
and dying to ourselves, the foolishness of a cross shaped life can



help cause belief...as people witness our lives and truly see the one
we follow, Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God.

Therefore

Ask the Holy Spirit to help you see, for the first time, or in greater
depth, the identity of Jesus in how he died, as a willing, humble
servant who have his life as a ransom for many...for you. And ask the
Holy Spirit to help you live a cross shaped life where people see

through you to the one you follow, Jesus the Messiah, the Son of
God.



WEER &7 / READING S

Text - Mark 15:42-47

It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as
evening approached, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of
the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went
boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate was surprised to
hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked
him if Jesus had already died. When he learned from the centurion
that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. So Joseph bought some
linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it
in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance
of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw
where he was laid.

Thought

| am not a gardener, but the flowerbed than runs down our driveway,
actually looks like a flower bed now. After months of waiting it has
sprung into colourful life, because at one point someone...probably
Norman...planted a seed...a bulb.

From the perspective of Saturday, Friday was bad, filled with injustice
and murder and loss. But as Sunday breaks, and the tomb is found to
be empty, the perspective shifts, Friday was good.

Because Friday wasn't just the burial of a body, but the planting of a
seed. Holy Saturday is the day of waiting through the winter darkness
so to speak, for the seed to burst forth into life...which it does in the
power of resurrection. Friday’s good cos Sunday’s coming

And so now in our waiting, in the darkness and the winter and the
Fridays that this life feels like sometimes, we can find hope in the
resurrection. God is at work, bringing life, and one day it will burst
forth in colour and beauty that we never imagined we'd see.

Therefore
As Chris Renzema sings in his song, Springtime...

We will sing a new song
'Cause death is dead and gone with the winter



We will sing a new song

Let "hallelujahs" flow like a river
We're coming back to life
Reaching towards the light
Your love is like springtime

So as you wait through Saturday, | hope you can’t wait for Sunday, to
sing ‘cause death is dead and gone with the winter.



REMEMBER

‘DON'T BE ALARMED,”

HE SAID.

YOU ARE LOOKING

FOR JESUS THE NAZARENE,
WHO WAS CRUCIFIED.

HE HAS RISEN!

HE IS NOT HERE.

MARK 16:6

REJOICE

Here's our songs for the week

SPRINGTIME / CHRIS RENZEMA




THE END / THE BEGINNING

Text - Mark 16:1-8

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint
Jesus’ body. Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise,
they were on their way to the tomb and they asked each other, “Who
will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”

But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a
young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they
were alarmed.

"Don't be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene,
who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where
they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead
of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.””
Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the
tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.

Thought
One final devotion to finish off our journey through Mark.

Mark ends with the reality that Jesus is alive. And so he invites a
response of faith. And he encourages us to take on the responsibility
of going and telling.

And all of this is the work of the Spirit in our lives...speaking reality...
growing faith...fueling our going.

Over the past couple of years as we've worked through Mark, the
Spirit has been planting seeds of truth and reality in your soul, and at
the same time has been growing them into faith and bearing fruit in
your life. And so as we come to the end of Mark’s story of Jesus, we
‘re only really at the beginning of what Jesus is doing and will do in
our stories into eternity.

And so | love the prayer from the Chris Renzema song, Springtime...



Come tend the soil

Come tend the soil of my soul
And like a garden

And like a garden | will grow

| will grow

Therefore

Ask the Holy Spirit to do just that...tend your the soil of your soul, to
bring to flower and fruition he's been planting, so you will grow...so
we will grow...so the kingdom will grow.

And keep praying that this week...and the next...and the next...
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Give Mark a go...all in one go.
Plan to take time this month
to sit down and read Mark
from beginning to end,

to get the big picture view

of Jesus life and mission

GROWING & GOING

/AS FAMILY /WITH THE
/AS FOLLOWERS /GOOD NEWS
/IN PRAYER /OF JESUS



